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How To Kill A Tra.ns PersOll By Ceridwen Troy 
This a.rticle was written on~. Feb. 16, 2008. 

On Sa.tu.rda\'S', Ba.nesh& Stewart, a. tre.nswoma:o. of color l1vmg ln the Bronx, 
was murdered ln her own apa.rtment. She was 25 years old. Her a.ccuse<l 
killer, Steve McMillan. had known her for months, yet when he was 
arrested, he claJmed to have been en.raged to ftnd out that she was what 
the media. coverage called not reaJJ;y a. woma.n. He stabbed her over and 
over a.gain ln the chest a.nd throat. She tried to 6.ght him off; there were 
defensive wounds found on her bands. 

On Tuesda;y, eighth-grader Lawrence King wa.s ln a alassroom ln Oxnard, 
ca.J.1.f. He was openly grr;y, a.nd often came to school in gender-bending 
clothl.ng, ma.keup, jewelry a.nd shoes. Accord.ing to a.not.her student, 1t was 
!res.king the guys out. One o!them shot Lawrence ln the head. He was 
decla.red bra.ill-dead on We~. 

It is easy to look at cases llke th1s and think, how t.raglc. How random. How 
senseless. 

:SU.t then, you forget how easy 1t 1s to kfil a. tra.nsgender person. 

You forget that all a.cross th1s natl.on, faith leaders of all stripes, men a.ud 
women who claim to speak for God. H1mself, call us S1D.D.ers, ca.11 us 
&bomina.ttons, call us ev1l. 

You forget that at best the media. depicts us as someth1llg to be pitted, 
something that our fam.1l1es must be strong a.nd overcome; At worst, they 
depict us as abnormal, exploiting our bodies for ratings, exploittng the 
public's fear of us for shock value. 

You forget that on a. good <licy, l&w enforoement agents a.re neglectful ofus, 
and that far more frequently they join 1n our ha.rassment. You forget the 
tra.nswomen of color who are rounded. up on susp101ons o!prostttution. You 
forget the beatings that go umnvestiga.ted.. You forget the molesta.tton a.n.d . 
rape we fa.ce when we are arrested. 

You forget the medical est&bl1shment that dra.1ns our wallets for the 
therapy and hormones a.nd surgeries they tell us we need. You forget the 
way we are then reftlsed. treatment when we are dying, d;v1ng of treatable 
diseases, dying of ea.s1ly patched wounds. · 

You forget that, by the l&w of the land, it 1s lega.l 1n the maJoricy of states to 
deny us employment, to decy us service, to deny us housing. 

You forget the shelters and the ra.pe cr1s1s centers that W1ll not allow us 
throUgh their doors. 



You forget that many ot'us do not even have f&m1ly- to turn to when we are 
at our most desperate. 

You forget tb&t the leaders of our own oommuxutur have told us th&t 1t 18 not 
ttm.e for us to have r1gb.ts, t.bat it 18 not pragma.t1o for us to be considered 
wort.by of the same respect as other human belD.gS. 

You forget that 1n our own c1rcl.es, 1t 1s oonsid.ered a negative tb.1.ng to be 
too flamboyant. You forget the way our pride p&I'S.des have been derided by · 
our own community. You forget the scorn heaped upon drag queens by 
other gay men. You forget the fear to be seen 1n publ1c with a friend who 1S 
considered too open, too queer. 

You forget the way it seeps into the m1nds oftra.Dsgender people, too. You 
forget the way a tra.nssexual w1ll shout th&t she ts not a. crossd.rea8er, as if 
there were somet.bJng wrong with that. You forget the catty names we call 
ea.ch other 1fwe d.on't pass• 

You forget how many o!us take our own lives every yea.r. 

You forget because the noise 1s alw8i'YB there, a oonsta.nt drone 1n the 
background. Every newspaper p1eoe tba.t calls a tra.nswoma.n. he 1nStee.d of 
she. Every talk show host who spends a.n hour ta1k1ng a.bout our gemtals. 
Every oh1ldish te.unt about looklng 11ke a. tra.n.ny. Every tra.n.sperson who , 
taJks a.bout themselves as true tra.nssexu&ls. Every a.ct1v1st and. pollt1c18.n 
who tells us now 1s not the ttme. 

You forget too, how easy it 1s to k:Ul a person of color, With myths a.bout 
gangstas aud lies about 1:mDUgrants. You forget bow easy it 1s to k1ll a. 

. person ·11v1ng 1n povm t.Y •cutting ofther wel!&re "becauae she 1s suuposedly 
. -being pa.id to breed. You forget how easy 1t 18 to k1ll a sex worker, wfth sex­
. sham1ng J.a.nguage, sl1nglng a.bout alurs like hooker and whore. 

You forget the message h1ciden 1ns1de every smgl.e one of those statements. 

You are less t.b.a.n I am. You a.re not wortby of the r1gb.ts and respect t.hs.t I 
am wort.by of. 

You a.re not huma.n.. 

It 18 very easy to k1ll something that you do not see as b:uman. 

It 18_ very easy to k1ll a tra.nsperson. 
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I wrote ~n essay before thi s for the zine 
was terrible. It had a lot of fallacies and was 

) 
really judgmental and talked about ·Rarry Potter. 

, Fuck Harry Potter. . · . . 

~~\ 

._,,_.-~,,, 

Alligator and Crossdressing 

Childhood sexuality seems really murky and I wish . 
more about it before I start babbling 

about my childhood experiences. One of my friends 
how she masturbated by Qrinding against - - .. - -· - -· . -··- ·-···---
table legs a lot when she was prepubescent . 

- ... iii~iiii;·~ < ~ • - - · - ·· - • • " • 

masturbated to the point of._orgasiii ' before I 

was 12 nor did I really understand sex until I 
~~==~read some puberty book when I was 11 . . · But 

nonetheless, I think I had some childhood kinks 
that I still find erotic in some form or another 
and I ~as ~ust wondering how many other people 
have had similar experiences. . 

- . 
I identified as bisexual somewhere qround age 12 
wh~n i was watching that terrible show Undressed 
on MTV that barely constitutes softcore porn, but -i 

I didn't !eally have a basis for saying I was 
attracted to both males and females. I didn't 
really fool around with anyone until high school 
and I di.ctn' t ·-like vie~i~g- . "' 
. . .. .. - - " 

penetration in· · 
I still don't 



vaginas which should be more gross but I guess 
dyke vaginas are just cunts and I find cunts and 
dildos pretty cool. Straight vagina is so passe. 

But I think the identification had something to do 
with.. _what I "enjoyed" in elementary school. 

was this game in first grade called Alligator that 
I would play with some other girls and a couple 

~ . 
other guys, but it was mostly girls. There was :_ J / \ - .._.~ 

this large pine tree near our playground that had '-rf,...:// \ ' 
an opening in the .base that first graders could ~\ 

~~~: ~~:~ha~~d m~::r~e;::e a t~:t b~!n:~:~e g~~ too ~/!..-( ~ 
thick. In this game Alligator, one person would '\., 
be the master and would tell another person, the l . 
alligator, what to do. The alligator would scurry !a. _. 
around using his hands ahd your feet would usually f 
drag ~ehind . (I.think you know where this is -\. 
going): I hated being the master since I never l' 
knew what to tell the alligator ~o do and I 
thought it was embarrassing, but I fucking loved 
being the alligator . One time I had to kiss the / ' . 
mast er's shoe (I don't have any foot fetishes, I 
promise) and I dug it. I think a lot of the 
commands were "Give me a ride alligator" 
someone would sit on your back. I don't 
was the experience of humiliation that I enjoyed; 
I think I just liked the pint-sized female' - · 
dominance. . 
·~en r was I think 8 or 9, for Ralloween at this 
campground in Gettysburg called Granite ~ill, I _ 
crossdressed in a white dress complete with 
Garfield panties and stockings . That' s ki.gg o~ 
~ . ' 

~ 



,embarrassing to admit , but 
was I forgot the wig at home. · I hated wearing the 

~df'~~1Y1~~,1~i~~'lcostume without the wig since I didn't have the 
~ complete gestalt down. If you're going to do drag 

when you're 8, you better do it right. I felt 
real l y awkward in the dress but I_ did enj oy other 

~..w~m people's reactions . None of my experiences with 
crossdressing ever made m~ fe~~ comfortable like I 

wanted to wear the clothes more often. It was 
always pleasurable in a way I can't explain now i 

since the erotic nature has changed. • I was also 
one of those kids who had crushes on a different 
girl every year in elementary school . Actually, 

~ had the same one from 3:11_ 5th grade. When puberty 
started and I started identifying as "bisexual," 
di dn' t have crushes on girls anymore . I didn't 

~ha~e-.~~ushes on anybody.;. I- ~~ound so man~ 
1. ~ people attractive, mostly males, and 

... ' . . ... 

· lusted after people,•_but I never wanted love 

and all that . •. :i'hat' s ·still J?ret:_ty much true 

, , and t ·hat leads me· meanderingiy to my question: 

l Now that I identify as a queer male and h~ve 
~~~~~~ : ·s~arted ~onceptualizing gender and sexuali ty; 
~ <~ffe~~~~ly, I'~e rememberea those strange 

gendered experiences I had as a child. I wonde;­
how. much of thos~ memories I'm recreating and 

~~~~~~ filling in and how much actual gender deviance 
~ happened. And d i d I forget about t hose ~ 

experiences for a long time because I was looking 
lat sexuality as only hetero, homo, and bi? Did I, 
forgot about my own pleasurable and enjoyable 1 

experiences because they didn't fit that ~arrow 
paradigm or am I just randomly remembering parts 

lof my childhood that I forgot for a while? I 
•think people forget a lot about 

~ · ~· .. . , .. , 
........ ~ ...... 



enjoyable past when they plop thems~lves in a 
fixed sexual and gender identity. I did for a 
while and now I'm wondering what else happened 
that made my childhood queer to some extent. I 
wonder what other kink~ _ I ,enioyed w9en I was 6_ 
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