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ld ahe Ten, the legend.

She came To Portland after weeks of homeless
wintering ia Seatle. She \ived dhose c:IrEaf’y +
L\ofacless tlays in her car + cafes with her cat
Zoye. One d-au’ she Jrasjed her beaten + weory
bocly +o "l’kg-}-;‘a Q‘F Urejon + wa..""Ecl ‘pof +‘\e riJl«-{-
moment +v make her wiove. She had come from
\daho here the lonj-cie.hls told roads wind
+ divide e.verji-k:ﬂs, whece the sky s se huge
"r‘L\e c_;lry ?ze.'ts ke a ‘oa:l'C-ave.. The Pordland
clouds hung lﬁeowy + 9grey over her. She Liew her
C-iﬂare.'He, Smoke inte +ham, Zoya curled on her
\ar on the 4!‘0(\‘\' |°°r°[‘ roc.ka'nj <hain She skrusjeci
off ‘Hn& cold + ur.\:‘\'eJ uiH« |oa\+a‘ence. for +ime,
+o \:rinj her To the ri3k+ place. Meanwhile she
entertained +he cle.r‘mnﬂe.c' ju&S+S, soothecl
Cuts » l:ur‘r\S, ju‘|’ drunk pn req_ue_,s-}, watched
€veryone else’s Favorite movies, + Iuy -‘-lnoujk'{'-
*cu“hj with her cat lm’ +he warm+h of the
50\:¥afy floor heater ;A the kvge, old house.
She worked a "rr;‘:le, S‘ol\'~\' shifd 1. Amy care
Y was sHill ur;-por more c.omrsa.ssl‘an - I.‘sfenl‘nj,
caring, hespita| rides, + short visits +o her
home state with select Portlanders. with hecg
she corried Yhe a-la:\]l'y to hea!l in a will +o
survive. For these who wevld rather die, [dako
Ten covld convince otherwise.

One loYe wiater d.o--y oflter snow + ice seRoson
Fa.sseal bvy before Llowers + trees bloomed,
\doho Ten -’rook a rfoom ot +he house in which
| cented out the basement. | wes in « out of



Yown wrost of her stay,
but | knew she would

Srencl hovrs alone ;A her

rOOM, Iel'\‘:ns 2010._ OU++

boack in oce mSiana“y,

wodhi-w frowm her ok
+o the La""k!"oom, Wﬂfkiry
her -H'ilnle S‘al-‘-l-s at +he

¥ Time wore on and it
brushed everyone
but me Yhe wreng woy. (What did | care?
\kept mMaking +r;|a$ down Fo California.)
Thats when +he +ables started +o appear.
Muldi- teared 3 abgtract; hand maude b-f
ldaho Ten -‘*abl&f with cut ovt f-‘c{~vres -prow\
N(A{'ional quojralal\;c.s shallacked over +he
wood, f'-'c.-l'ure:s of wild €lowers ia hills +

Creld s D’( Uantys, mountaing + Streams,
Elvse vp ok anima|5f +all

gross + bears,
wide 2 xpanse of nn‘Jk'I skies, Ia.ycrs + levels

o ¢ FIC*UFES + w::-ocl, narled + sha(lacked
into Yowers o; Shc\uin , wab.‘:/-‘n recariovs
over card board on the basement floor The
Yrash La_g overflowed loeyond. use, +he ash-}-roy
woesS o pile of ‘ljh‘\' orar\ﬂe la-"H’I + ma""c.l\c}’,
oshes +old c_fﬂc-re.Hes S‘u(llfﬂj on'l'a the cut
outs. when | went f:a.s-F +his basement
corner | monitored pregress ¢ knew Someone
lived here while | wasn'$ [ﬂol"’s-‘nj, Someone

tneed & buitd « dreamed, med -‘1~q+-'n_g on her



\ife in all its 4enses, cvtting shepes with
hWand saws, Poundinj Y gluing 6\19—"1‘}""-““_3
+oje.+\r\er in hopes £ fCﬂ-CL\:f\j some Aistant
r vagve goal. Her cat watched on + lived
around these smells + sounds for months Her
workplace was a station vndernesth +he only
bosement window but she l"dd'“y noticed FPrIny
SLwOHnj jrass into her view of the outside .
She \r\elfed sur housemate (o\om-i' v\jdrﬂjan ++ook
more +ri|a5 4o ldahe vatil one r.la_)r 'lcaujh‘}' wind
of her notion 4o leave fortland forever | ran
down into +the basement Yo catech her + i
the moulbi-leveled talble knocked apard +
broken, strewn ogainst +he storage loxes
+ wofk la?_no‘-\ lc.._:,s, -Hqc /Vﬁ'h'ona.l (fﬂojfm,ok-‘d
bent, water spilled ruining the pages, c.;jareHe;
Fremaining in Y\heir neat Ian'\t based on +he \iitle
3\mss %r“"f vnderneath.

E.ve_nﬁ-l—.:nj oS de_s-{'royea{ + |l covldnt €ind
ldaho Ten. With passing dou,_s‘ | s S Foiome ot
she was moufr\j o oy because o\c Some New
revelation found A her work in +he basement —
o~ l:sc.oqzry of her L ture, ¢ ins.‘jl\+ that she'd
lonj L\or:ed forr A month earlier she hael j-aHen
r(rl n-c Yhe ~|-r-."a\e SL\-"('" wi‘l"lna. LAﬂ_j f—om-'#-'ﬂj
+he clm.y cere ceime of 'cl’“owfﬂj ‘f'l-\r"pujk with
Jovr threats of ?'v-"H'-'nj. As free as sShe was
4o leave Pof-HanA, she d/d, back +o [da he, {eaw'ij
bﬂl'lff\d 'Hﬂf- SMaLSL'ICA 4‘0\5]2. + Some pther ‘H\r‘fy.f
she said she'd send €or later

Before she lef+ | was able 4o write o note

t \leave +}+ on "\cr cor, Lv+ all | could verbalize



WS jooal Lye_ ++ak8 care. | Cnulc‘ﬂ "}“ ex |au'n
+he more lmror-l—an'l' Fa.r4—5 of how | knew |
hoad lived wit o ltgencl who | wateched
‘\"f‘ans'rorm 'Cr'om A d,o\rk + cre.!!z.:r\j ‘:m...!emen'l'
to the warm Idalf\u Summer:

e =

DPhofo Albess ]

]

This one aight 1 had to [eave, b was la¥e v+ 1 Fel b al
crazy v l*\or:e.less v |\ was outside -{—erj dv valeck my
bike + fYvea the combination +he r.‘sh'i' wey. She. 'bfen@cl
‘\’L.?_ door & So\.‘d, ! hate VO“’-I and S"lu‘f‘ -"} G\Jm-'n) +hen
o‘oeneal it + shut it harder s opened ttshot i F
ho.rAer +hen e 'a+' :';' S’hu‘} + ‘leCkeA t+he pu“"_;i'c{e.-
l:j\f\* off, then on, t | was -Lryl'nj 4o 4vrn +he lock
os fast as | covld but it was cold + fainy + wy
{:fr\jcrs were€ sholkey + she ke.’a-} Fl-‘cki.«j Fhe switch
of £ + on, ok € + on, -C[msk:nj \'ke e strobe + |

30# on My Bike -f:?rxally r roala o€ 1u-‘f—‘=‘ly r knew
I'd reatlly, really focked everything vpe with no
going baclk + | was crying when lj.’r +o caherever

L WO g enneys MAZ-_I—Y‘ﬁ
Ve ,—:l:nj +Wis orange 3 s‘aJ Aown a bike lﬂa“H1



r i¥'s n?gh{-—kime. v under o lar.'d-je 4 je_'fS Scary
+\ imogine o \eather gimp i3 chasing me full
gfetal -'r\(\rous\n ‘he dark as if he juﬂ' weaits in
the chainlink for me Jo come becavse | always

Ao — Yhis is all because 4"'\& xHteens 'pcul\d O‘J"’
o\bmﬁ' me + her. Ao, I'mean,m'./‘l'/rtr,l /ﬂw‘«-——;

one of +hem, s /Z"w-'{-b\_, oand he +old me Hhig

was the best For everyone.

A Aot revrewher, A cosed 2x o Lot

o dgharent pploces Ahen  Nothing
rrag I pnd covRl ane e At Aaal
hettor | pmadoe e ptoyo, As A zus?

143 e w€ker anshow and 3% Boara 4 ‘the
cam:\y lnew live with [ives |5 amin. ovt of
+own. The bike poth 7% Scary bot its o
continvation of me every n]o-._.r rear:nj €or
Yy [ :fe. Thisis when CrampEs are seo bod
BT N RS g Cm———— I1+'s winter so +he
qrass we sitin is wet + | give yov vy
Lok "\oﬁbﬂj | freeze o death + ljef Sick.



Since +5 Californio the neyt dayis hot
v\ ride 4o school sweaty, cramped, + its
totally perfect brecauvse 1'm covghing like
crazy kot Vin not dead.

Bot whot +he fuck. Seon Vil be inlove +
Vil cedurn thewike + nominally move in
with Some xtians bot really seend all my
Lime ad +his 3-‘rl§ aroar+men+.

Bot wait— somewhere inbetween being
hot + Scared + svek oA a Like 1 the dark
and mouing A So-.(cly with +he 9 il

( go crazy ' A Yy hovse + break M\fju-"f“ﬂf
Ato a wall + throw clothes + furniture
tyvst whea 1o absvt 4o never come buck

| s‘-}-ar-l' Smbkinj ijm. rn,

nee iH Ll o by e eyt
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White on Black.

She came Ve to my roem really late after everything
else was closed. They even dimmed fhe dorm fobby
“,‘ﬂ*: ofter lo. The tnstifvhonal bathresna was all
fueked vp dirdy white, orange scum all sver +he
shower walls, the cvrfains sdock -l-ojd-l.gr, But ot
3ec Y only me + the R4 wevld be in +hare. We
showered at ar'-usi-l-e ends of +he stall, a cu,-)&
L\Al" aSss 'Dng‘f"”l‘onI Bt"‘h}#!n vs, +a[kfn9 ovr
oa\y converSations only becavse e olways
j"l'tr'ntd out o€ eve hrdroown doec? ia sur akh
Jowels at the same 4ime, Yoo late 4o $urn L“‘k/
so 1a we went Aflervards I'd be chaaginj back
into Yy clothes + she'd ke in +here ua”—lnjfor
me +te come back from +he shower We smoked +
drank r'a.sln‘u.rry Sl\aﬂal& + kissed on each other
+ listened 4o Ay an'l'irunk. musie. |+ started when
she wrele cn o re;¢€ of peper in my Science
notebipgk, how she had a crvsh on me + i+ went
Lrom Yhere. ¥ seewns like (¥ was wriHen on a
black peice of paper 1a white ovt Lecavie we
wer e ""Tif‘j +a -cix equy{-l«in’ *Fruw\ +he 54’4!4— vt
in all ¥he wreng ways.
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" She grew vpe 1a @ L:Hle LA svborb. She walked forever
4o gqet +o her £riends Rouvse'just tosee (L she covld
l"“)' muSic Fhat dayw- semetimes she was home-+
Somelimes she wasrn't + sometmes she was fast
asleep sditl + covida't get ovt of bed.

She's svch o great dancer. All | cande is wateh

her + cateh +hat look ia her eyes, hew maybe it

will Come my way, hew she can loek + ‘le'f e over:

5I1¢ ““Y‘r }he svimmers are Alm.ﬁ.)"f hard Lor me. |}'s

ke 4ime opens vp + tries to suek me up +krDUjA
the 4y or Sowm-'rl«'.a\j. lreally think clovds put ~
5-’-or= Yo too muveh 4ime —caps of £ 4oo much endless
Live space, She'd love +DJ‘3+ en + ride away [ S §
only qeoes 5o £ar + once she 9e,+: +here she'si )'V“‘

Lbrealk dowi,
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some things

) Wave Yo Jejl P ear|1 for work again « that -+u‘f'-.l|?f
Jﬁ!*‘mri W\, f-o-‘n“' of view on how o tle;H'Lly fersen
should Live. I'wm Pp— P I")" Pe.-,ola + the $able

'S feclcing whea they wove. The 4ordure fheadre
9fove is iuin, o e[,lr.e version of Our Town in the
neyt ropm—-v-.‘JH' Aow Some quy S LeH-.‘A, out
werd s ﬂ,ain:} seme Rba Pienpo Soneg, a | # e
+rvmre+: }s crary how each Fa.‘n-l Tn my La.!y ir
sofe, I“.‘_glﬂ' down +o my inner Lfa.in, o v my ri'yg h+

Ie, \ s eu:'nr {r‘om 'aufking +he rest of ma alnn] on
the Skn“'tl‘a.\rcl, +he Fif\kr erLi.\-" ﬂJAiAS‘}' +Le
Paper is all cvt vP from wasving eur cOuc.L back
ovt of +he kite he n, sheulders +ense from Eeeping
them heoisied vp €or hours, £eet crammpmed inte
boets, and Atne of this woid 0~J.‘+¢n+¢ me €|
were alone in o reem ?e-H‘rnJ drvnk with her »

\ didn't have 46 work fomerrow. PCerje. say-ﬂ,,-;L
lmﬁtlbl [ will busld ¢.|-mm¢4er F L do 4-"\.'1'\5! even
if tdon't want +e do Fhem. ’41"” callsr me late
at niJk‘f' £er 1he 7 am S'L.'-"-'l". Harm +'j jVS'} ja+
we -H\;s ofa.n,e- - wk."f'a f\Lr.‘toQ.el cat seo | f\dmeJ
Wim Spencer. We styek hivm ‘a4 bed with vy that
Lirst f\ijl\'\' + he Slcp'l' 'H\MU_,L under the covers
my L.J, arsund his, hers around mine, like o
a|¢-a:l tonga line. | +ore the r'i'“o-d -Frpm under my
head right befare | went o sleep + put i over
wy \ﬂﬁal, one of my Arnd behind my head, one
o o Wy hand; l-\.IJMJ ohe a-F Srnuer‘r f?aw.f.
AIMOJ+ evtry raf4’ ﬂ'( W\’ ‘:uJy -FeH— jollJ + Waran
eycept one which wa s freeeing cold like somesne
fu)l an [ce cvhe there. So | J‘us+ 'H\eu,k+ a bout how
once we fell asleep on a beach in Saata Croz+
Wt was warm everywhere, all gver;
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Rad
I1+'s lat €. You c,a..'i-j.g
a.m,-mhare.. they tock
our Scootel + now +hey
went To sell 4 back te
QBD YDU- ¥'s toe bﬁcl. You'fd
hungry- Youhave o L,.'}
W% fcoater ey ¢ nof‘fr\a‘ng-l—-o
'5+Itlﬂ 4 iate Yov were
‘F | drl'f\k.l'ﬂg. 1+'e ..LJ?C_+
roatr of cor TA . nqht - cvst thesweall
busy st re!-{-r‘.,:kj ‘bt M‘b“\’ -)"'U.szq,.hj,f Ge on & aot S0
. ; @ sound of crying in +hekitche There)
newkere to 4o, no kst Jo 20 -Eo it n. 5
av cloul'*' Whn+ 4 thet we , 4 P d‘fe all your owa,
7 but yov den'd have e hen @
H:ng alone on Someone else’s bed, you Gender
'l feel Shen yov +o"\r +o naouve in for aw hill —
b'{ wre:kage. Even’ j‘,‘a,fc Ftate_ rccple
ke i}, they have fo Aish out SOt »
Les + ste=)

7uu‘f' si
hew Hr\e-{
no home, lots

9° Haey hove 1o wrec
en ¥ thiow arovnd beer esns t roae

b I"'U"( "H'\QY WhWave no
doches + heord trov

nts. 1+ 1atE.

alienot

other Peqole busiagis messi~g
urth, + 53«0 eeach ether heeo Lie +
don'¥ Sey hey ok showt or restavra




N
//‘n Forget 1t

H"S isolation + usval\y ld‘,n‘{- cafe + !qu.igﬂL

15 drunk \ sust t"c--\:-;,el Lot everye ne's been

|

Ar:n\b;r\j a\\ r\‘.j\n—{- v ﬂ-l'\c.d'..i \..Jlm., +L\c7're cl;«u.irj

AL\ crozy * er\erje‘!'l'-f— y Uve on'n’, L-\.MJ H hours

v 6 hours of 'C"_‘J l‘\‘i‘i/\j F Al " $ired

+ ol | want s to

01: S[ec]o

e to slcc:‘o y Vve
Srl"* way foo Mmany
r\\'j'hi-_s Ciu;f\-a this
e,uu.c.-’r -I'L-\:rle doif\j
+his waiting around

fordrvak ‘-e_.o,f,\e 4o ask me +p drive +hewmn
Somewhere + uai-k;\ﬂ Hr xtians Fo 3:4- done
Preying or én-‘nj whatever ¢4+ s +key do +heat
takes So@c—kn‘nj (onj while 1'aw outside Hmuit’
. c-.’joq‘CH‘& + wan'l—.'ns 4o 36"' +he fvek ouvt of
Yhere v | canalmos# net stand Fhis, s almyst
too much to be hereogain + | feel better wih
e m iqnoring me + H\cy can't see me + SoAso
i 4o+alhj 3;341":,13 down + she's "h-FAIlt‘ cute + so
A So are all busha’moves YOU’J love it here v
the tables + you'd ,om!.auy -!-.-7 o P My arms
ovt F their secke?s cos you were Se s¥fo ked.



‘She watched the Barbara Streisand movie
‘WuTS " abovt 5 time.s. The first Fime

she rented i+ she was crying 5o hard she
didn't catch the end The nex+ Two +imes
she curled vp alene in her bed, ondeys off
-From wor k, anJSank. her hear+ ‘atoc +he ver
By +he fovrth +ime she was "arc/)f alle 4o
-f—i"k-f of £ +hese 'R'c.kc‘n_, memeries — the Sﬁy
+l~'€n+y S’."oreJ vnder +he bathroom Jooc
+he vacant 3az.es €everyone but Richoard
Dr‘e_y-cv_s had, +his non .s-f'pp sense. where,
even after +he movie ended, she felt guildy
+ wronged + no one loved or believed her
BuY the last +ime she saw i+ her stare was
b’o«nk 400, dried ve +'For3¢'H'en, + :l1e.. jv.f‘;'
couldn't remember why she cried 5o hand
Le-Fore.. “y..-... (ke +hat movie ?“ ‘ﬂSLeJ
her “Well—it!s sad, she affirmed, firxed
on kﬂ“y woacL + Bar Lu-.rc... + r'\o+ me or kc.r:EJ'F.




work.

(4 has felt so 3904 4o drink +hat \d-chi I've beep
do.‘z\S i+ oo lvesd every nijh-l-. 14’5 always wk-‘skey
4+ +hat has o +¢ndeﬂc~f +e _:4-57 stered up in amy ‘u{y
ur'l-krougk +Hhe nyt ela.y when u-l'-'ﬁ”y Ly [o! e
or S¢ |'m o van elriver for the Y. Then |'m
No_mr"nj about 7 loayers of clothes ot +he start
bv¥ when +he van ae'lv.f hoHer | do +oo so0 | start
-lak-a‘ng of € +he layers +ill I'm down to a $-skird
with holes all over Yhat | haven 't gotten out of
in awhile. The kids do $his -Nn'nj where an_y
iasvit we to death, then Tgnere me, thenrun
erovad the van Scre.aminj while lae +ur.-\i‘aj
cornersS onm \,O.“au-l I:,I&s at L\i,f; ir'Ce.J:, +
ofter ye ,elle‘l at +hew vntil | €inally ’d'
sicle of \near-‘r\‘, mysel" think + }urn vp +he
radio So lovud | can'¥t hter ‘.ht"}‘\l‘ﬂ bvt Seme
lousy sSong then svddenly welre bast £riends,
\ walk tate o S:+¢ 4o deliver S'nme+l1|'nj or
Someone + suddenly 'a over Fua with m
\atest best friends, a covple of kids who call
My nawme + +ry +o clhimb me, | Seay " 3o all
‘hat s,e,lliaj wa sn'F encuqh, hvb 7 You s4i11
\ike me 0 and +hey AlWﬂ.,J Say “Yes, "+ l'm
p.\ugyj Suf.or'i sed. When | was o kid | hated
qur\c- whe \Igllt.i ot me, How come | can fwll
over o van + Fven + qlare ot some kid for
Scceomin 4oe much + +the -\Q.;l-l +|m'n3 | knew
dhe ¥id Fuiaks I'm the shit ? The kids always
Yell we ! s+iak, thet | Wear the same ¢ lothes

Yoo oflen, + | look like a Bny. MMIL.. #kc.y like
we becavse | don't tare when -H\ey Sey -I-k.‘ng;
\‘ke Yhat — Okprr!.cia.""hn of l\un834‘7.
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$cared

well, the one time 1 had a TH
have thorns. 1t just sat there in a pot in mv -dorm room
and 1 never —atered it., 1 F <
to come out of it but nothing ever happened, not even a
Tittle, maybe cad 1
never watered it. but it had an exterior just like a
“hard Lizard, mavy =
i'm afraid of. 1 got the cactus from a girl who droppe
v friemd*
it was sort of a wierd thingto do but. it was nice--i don't

nine months a different boyfriend had it at his house and
—tris—mean—housemat :

kéept getting knockedout of it. that guy clark was one
—pure—assholte:—he-used—to—vell-at—ma£

and backpack around the house and he'd trip over them, he'd
—vett—-at—me—to-ecover—up-his—elutzy old s ¥

impress me by weightlifting bnt it just scared me how
—intense—hig-face-goty

tendons would stick out of his neck. it scared me so much
4+ =made_me—never-want to date anvone who was stronger than
me, or better at fichting. i mean, he'd really hurt you
_4f the thoucht crossed his mind, and { 1i%e being safe,
how maybe i'm dating a girl and being nice to her, maybe
_savineg_her from somehodv_else who might not feel like being
cafe or something. bnt that gry clark sasn't my boyiriend,
bob was. this girl--i can't remember her name now, went

out with him and she became my housemate after awnile, and
she'd complain sometimes about him being such a mean

jerk., 1i'd comnlain about bob too, bv that time. 1T was
way hotter than any summer i'd evem been through, dry-like

a desert, sticky at four in the morning trying to get 1o
‘sleep, one time me and thatx girl went swi-ming, and

that's all the hanging out we did., after i wouldm 't have
sex anymore with bob he told me it'd be nice to still didte
me as long as he could take girls home [rom the bar some=—
times, { didn't respect that though, thought he might just
end up using me and passing along Someé AiSEE¥Es Or whatever:
he probably already was doing that, i don't know.

but this one time 1 had a new

later, still the same town, and she had a cactus in her
window. 1t was thin and wide sort—of = .

of spikes coming out everywhere, so that if you leaned

Back In vour chair you'd get m wiote headfrit—of themy—+—
swear, so i don't know why she had it rig t there for her
cat to knock off or to get stabb

the window., { hated it so much that right when we got

back frem driving up with her Talcon IT Py :
on _the front norch, doused it with red fingernail polish,
which leads to another phobia of T -

and 1it it on fire. we photographed the whole thingj




- gys she
wanted me to feel safe. but i'm sure not everyone cares
—tikethat, i usesd—to have soms frisndswhohadt—=atew—

cacti in their apartment, and one bov used to hold the
] t geter and—chaseme——
around the place with it, one time instead of locking
—mysetfin—the—bathroom—i—got—=a—bike—tock—=and—swu
at him and almost got his leg and he almost dropped the
—eactus;—it-wasnit—until-then—that—they got—made; untit——
¥ i fought back with a big chain. he used to trvy and trick
—me—towallk—elose—to—cactus—plants;—but—you—tmnow,—i—swear—
this is true. my friend who painted with me vne summer
—%told—me—her-4ad—was—walking by his—eactus—gerden;—which——
is ji:st a stupid thing to have in the first place, and
—one-of -them threw-a bulb-at—hig leg, —itlstrue-~the— —
cactus sensed his presence and assaulted him with one of
__itls.ownwsnikay-pacts‘——it—gua:—:olled-a#eund-his—%eeeT———-
cause there's not much momentum in a stationary cactus,
t_t:iad_to_getnhimvm—dhat_qaed‘{su—
, @ cactus garden anyway?
“__Ihﬂ_alien_phbia_ntarteﬂ.iﬁiiﬁﬁ_nlth_tha_phallic+235tus_____

people, at their new house one night, but it wasn't their

Y__ﬁéglE4___g_Iﬂn&zd=;1;gT;g=;gg=gg%+_thnt_mnzlayﬂhnntﬁa_zux__
“who gets abducted by aliens and, finds all these gory old ‘

chopred up rem
his eye of all things, anfl the aliend are reallv brutal
with him, then he gets back to w the forest he wa
& taken from tries to live a normal life but %“eens having
evil flashbackq. see, it's not his fault or even the
aliens who are just 1qnorant and curious. 1i'm sure that
if an alien knew you needed water and vegetables thev'd
oive 1t to you, or if thev knewyou'd give them all the
information they wanted about pecople and earth that they'd
take it rather than operate on scared abducted people.
it's just really scary that aliens do hurt peonle not
TbEcEuSE they wantto but cause they don't know any better,
same goes for people, but that's even worse and more
t € people hurt each other just If they fee'l
like it. but somehow 1'm not phobic of peonle, just aliens
—amd-Taetny amd nalils With red kxpolish. that's just cause
i remember it was red nails that always were digging into
9 dad"*s includad, but Eortune-
ately i don't hnng ont with red polikhtypes or cactus,
opltewho ornece thaev Tin

out abont the hole alien thing like to bring it ip when
Te—tike that,

with the exception of my housemate currentlv, who just
—reattv—doesn*t—mderstarndamt—atwavstriss
with star trel aliens, which are not at all lite the real;.

“ones,










ONe thing | remember abeut Hoppy pays

|5 how whZnever Someone had come bael
news -I"'\Qy'd So.y, "Are 700 )'i'H’ingdoanT' and
| dhinke that's where Yhe {rend actuall
stacted, or Sowme where ia Helly woed. Bot my
ded Ac—'\'uaﬂy Soid “Areyou}-‘ﬁfﬂ_jdﬂwﬂ?" and
| Enew iT meant my spencer had died of
Sowme k-;clney —rou‘\:‘f\j y
sh.i} or eancther |+
Wasn't going to Surprse
we reolly. He adully
shetr himse)f. ) wasad
?l‘c Pa.chl €or -Hﬂ@.‘"

\-\-'54\0'\_3 S‘-"oryn' S_\_\,?]c\




Belle + Spencer
origioanily 1 wrete this epic drama +hat war 16 or 5o
pages leng. A-I'Hnavsk Ahe Londness | Luel for }hese two
pd.vf’lﬂ- would have me Julic,n.‘hﬁ_" a whele Leok 4o them,
~y eplc 141'7 )us" didn't secem Hak{'- Bet | want Tou.-I-o
Enew Some 'Hv\‘mss, se here ‘Hney are, fact +fiction.

]

e

She was bore
ta Beise, ldahe
ina farem.

she killed chicka
with Ner bare
hand s, slavgnt
ru' $, + shot rokiag
o the cl\!rry

Z-lHa was born o~
+he Eash C.anf".

& 1
SN they dida't met
for SO+ yeary,
vl their lives
were Sord of
to cress ab that 4

-y

when she qrew
ve She marned
ken + eventval
moved Q-

7.?'—
they had 4w

kids, one of
Fhew (5 my
when he was &

liie bay he'd 90
ovd 4o Fhis

My dod wasa
rebel jocky
a¥ 14 he smoxed
lveky sirikes «

learned hew 4o

drive, He alse

4 feild Lr his Leovse
With a hew and
Arfow + shost
rabbits «+ tze;frlf.

(rans in the Famly?)

worked a¥ +he
YMCA + oomrekd
+er$ Iagq

t was Cnfyrah\ of
bhe Vars:

die in lots oF

roscpl wWes

a kull.

Yrots of people

different ways,
bvt her brother

sred +o deatrh

Adstics

§7~|'el-u-

)

he tovid wa|x
+he lanath of
A Footh ol §ieid
oA his hands!

H $mqr* qvy. He
 + Belle wevld
H +ol ke & lot. The

from himwmas




JpRakys of A;
r onJlkM

zr.

LN

she sa,i,"l'le A
cheated on me .
He was alwoys f»
Eindr r.lf"e, he
always 14 my

Ligarettes, Your
+po,ypu. hasw, !

my dad married
My mem, ond he
an"' of £ 1o Vied
Nam For 1l meatrhys

| she tosk in

variovs fvne
Awey FrlQI\JS
of my dads,
Yhrovgh high
Semee | + o
she got ajob

4.

af o ntarly
dept. store
calied The.

Broadway, +
S'I'a.’f.JDﬂ- feor
almest JO

dorqs wad ake
rhe buried nis




ag.

| spencer,

a coekdnil wait
ress at her

faverife bor :
intreduced her+
her friend 4o

Y

He was alv"‘:a A5
He'd recently le€H

his Pvched vp
alegholic wife.
He was worried

37

4o.

Iadu v¥ his -103.

~Jeris L.,

*was he cutel
| asked her.

Ywell, svre,”
she smiled.

He'd worked
his whele (#e
+o beceme a §
fmard man So
he'd neverhar
+e starve [The
the did during

ghov!l\ MG“Y.T 38
He wanted +o
+oke care of
everybedy, [ o
his wife wasy

akter afew
aars BRIle 4
Spencer started
living Togethen
they loved each
p.ﬂ: € nd.v'cf'

nvts, he left
her +j vt wofri
abevt his doa.

at dvpent. he'd
ka_vz + we

differeat hypes
o nightmares,

bsth from job
anxiety,

‘ ed b CET

Svre enovgh, |
+heystarfed
JA‘HWﬂ, the |
old 2ld fashie

when Ihis mem
had o send R
of£ to live

elsewhere be-
cavie +haere

. §

in ong, +he
Commvalsts

would breaw
into Hheir home
*rteortvre Or

kil him and/
or Belle Fuor

(14 was ia
spencers jok
description to
NEVER. )

R ANYONE what

f his work was.)



4ol cbevd i f
al, \ike she +
wea viad +o.

12 el | l:ked
him a let. He
wWas a.lwo.y‘
very rvde +
| ked to argre
dver Eva
last +hing.

: L)‘ ctr+’ H
loved .
-

For the mos*'psﬁl;

;"l. lswer bn.:.ll.,__

chvraing ou+
roijpng_d beod
Nene oF +he
A calysis n:,
worked

kn#\ Hew

Ls.

fll smiled, & loner
at ‘anl, events.

Sfencer wWa. s
r‘ou-ky kiad

() cant
ever
draw

Re L\d-dtl no ovfi-:
i war, "I"
emotion, a:rlr
a censtant
fhow of dis -
orrroval...

likeme,
ka»nlly ever

AF+¢.f Tz 'rj i
want l-)' o f
Friendship,
his Kil‘nl"‘I
failed, reth

| +dead ia Ais

clethes, smaller
for athianer

Yura In Khi s

‘?M’oﬂ‘t‘e tan+ ts
brewn polyesier

Ovr;:"nrl or ntw Q \O e ‘

+V‘Q¢f Qu+ of his bt“y.« So My srﬂ.ﬂan‘u, ‘
ever so 5{-7 lish from her .‘q q.\{"vr)f

H'S Ll-+k1h3 sales, had hitm wear
jeans, t-shirks, v bright red
suspenders.
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73.

e moved ata 53 E\;_ome Jiql”u.‘)

crawt + covida’
co¥eh his breath
He was LRloming
+he shst
fpancer, pmle.-o-
ecax+haordly

+here!

e most sdy ok
v shet. | kagw
he did. This was
his style. He r.f
~chair atyd+o
the tar ia +he

i
cleant St ickest :“l'

[+ Shet himser1£
Hi5 body fell

forward 4+ he
londed on hi s

kne@s. Hig hands
landed ewm | PO

dhislap + hishead

*1 don't know
u‘*y, bvt | heent
cried yat. |
Just can'd get

i ovt of M‘y
Mh\c‘,ygw knew!

m—

6y,

.

l‘lik“ :“' k,‘i

SIS 7

L

= =1
A

L

fent My grasdmae

Jarage after he‘

PN fome errands
fvraad Jhe ;
tgnitisn on, sat
poiated jue ‘,;

M;-
howed down,
silend, pesed,
a circle o f
bloed swelled

vt arovad

Wi She found

He'vsed Yo h
¥

S 1.

Heprobably
weat +o +he
Vihrary o e
vp on Sui ‘-"'Ae)
oo kRd Fef the
bast Wy teo do
4, ¥he easiest

s «Sval, he had ‘
e_carﬁk;oj Ia order
Ne mewmorial service,
cre medon by vhe
Neptvae Society,
ere, ete, @ie,

7.

-oh' q0 ql\thl
+ smoke in
4+he hovse ' she
said. “You don't
haveto keep
aoiaj ou+$:de-..

72.

“Heware
u’aqv d.la:

=7 Aow

srandeal
\\ ‘;
S

—

I3

movws he lqwn,_
and +hose hags
of d ir-l.? bloe
from that
edialysis mach:
wWere- 1““’\‘4}1‘.

kenvy €or "me. ..



Vo1 mmiss wim, T7%.[\ike she has 18, \
ev know T I'm for the h:-.{'l'.'i'ﬂt1 *@*%.@
] s, she povry +id
qlad yov're. years, 2 one shot
$id herself adriak. 1
:\:;rsz‘ b.:ha_-f ,..\:\J"  For the 05t Hwmdl E.L::::Bl::::kew
fhe said. A+ 10 she of Fered me ‘1;“1 Sinan ok
fM, every night one,

She €dn't got him
ovtof her ming.

byt heurds “ident
| ‘rtlk jy,f I'Egl'd'
Fr luy’l’hin,;'
daas? “ she says~
y/

(she cmlied .
me o deemr.|

r..)

.| A~
sKeph
al Kind
oF

feryen

.Q“ " ;’H _Tee...
s T e

nd.. |

\




Maybe

\ m%&h@

This

Ohee

MAgse ap I
G%Eﬂywsﬁu%% s
Aowin ¥ rom & e 5
the Sl s wivh|| g =i
L Juitar o |[(EX T

?[F@é?f}fﬁd'ﬁ'@cﬂ becduse you
CAR ‘¢ FRdeh MR AR f GAR“H:
help sov dmd sfovedn's help
M@, "

PhiS whole (deq off loveoso
Sardhsays she's gldd i7s
Rl ocevied o Me FhAF

198 a chiieKenshsd arvsdade
dho G0t B Iieve fA love.

Lok WACH i SG@ M5y pACFRied]
awdyer lovelora Srfends, §

dom*d @SpPeeially adnire



& el PRAFS = wlho trobl
el #Lﬁ%«#ﬁo vbie? § Fhosghd
i tvag mARIRG) d FMAFS HovE
o SBEEM aleciF off love ¢ pely
OR CASRIF ¢ b 57 FrICHI S =
wingy Showld f heed dagy =
shifg el(seR howmdnyy iiffle
Fafitoos off sewavp beolen
heards dopeople WAGED
oty Govld] love=ghe Litc]
#lhas people are sediehing
G0l i TheFJeRs of eVetyone
ahey S‘@@=o[}ﬁ%’7@ wp o 0l [t
RLpeedifions w derwdlly Juk

OUE & 3B tolhai we warfed
FEAPIG ] OfF ¥

. ‘dee tapin
egqgqing meE on by vide P ‘
cz%&i YFable i—{.‘ck—s sking vs tobe
carefvl + not (et me
¢omething— then— | gave o ,oo.lru;l.e

hEowlInj S+r‘a..'3|1+ for EM.'I), whe was at a ’rrq'f'
ng to enter +he

angle on the Eloor- | was tryi
j Kitchen at H0Owmph when I fr:‘ﬂ-eJ or Som&

+ Efose &

skating in the hev :
se | was aTing ; ,“7 i
break vy head on
5

r"r*o-r\e cords and slammed my £foce dir€ ='Hy
int¥o ovr kitchen €loor Fof‘l’vr-a'}'dy 1’d & ken &
advils Yo relieve My cramps €arlier +h ot day. OUCH.




S‘x A‘M ‘?I Now | K NowW WHY SemE oF

000 °°THosE HiaH ScHBOL suas WERE
' So cRANYY,HV4E MVGS OF COFFEE

PLANTED ON THE DESK AT NOON,

K\DS WHO, AT REST ToTALLY
DISREGARD MY PRESENCE 45 A
SEACHER. oH WELL, THAT's
NEVER THE REAL PROBLEM,
WHAT GETS ]Mzk s NOT EAR
PRVM CRACKING PECIBLES
oF SHRE | ING, BuT

EL;"_C_.W' THE SouND oF MY

\ RosS’'Ss Voiee A7

/ // \\ 6 AM TobAY SAYING
<] "WE HAVE NO ONE

/ W \\}7 }f EL SE To TURN To;
! /\\ = 2 PLEASE WA XE UP AND
SKATE )N ovR €I TY's 30°
WEATRER. To MEEIK ScHpo L WHERE ALL THE
APHD ¥AbS ARE, WORK on NO Foob on.
COFFEE BECAVSE wWE DPoAN’'T PAY You
ENpVGH To MAXKE AND BRING A SAck
LUNCH, AND THovGH Yov HAVE oNLY SLEPT
For 3 HOURS ToNIGHT, REME ME ER You
PROMISED To SUB AFTER YOUR REGULAR

VAN "N Too, Wﬂﬂ THE Fydk AN
STUPID ENOUGH To STAY oN THE Le?

\ SHovLD HANG YP ANY TIME ! HEAR HER,
VOI<E ON THE PHONE = AVD TH|S MoRNING |
WALYK IN, AND sSHE SAYS "HELLO, MY RIS/ING
Sun!" THEN V SAY " SHyT VP " ROUTINE.




O“uu:}‘ © © © o o o emueo S oo
ot-'fzﬁ’one Ye.ar La.‘.e'r .
BEHIND THE SeENE AT.

! Was 1b when | applied at Hot Doy ona Sfick in Thovsand
Oaks, CA. My hair Was long ¢ Llonde, + | was thishippey
jock Shwoker with 91asscs Cam‘w_-}:‘aj for what | new
see is the sexiest, legal job o wainor can get How d
+hat In..rcrzn? | arrived ia bLlve {:A,jy sherts that """’"j
+o my Knees, + a guicksilver sur€ shict, €lo-hos, my
Shl-’sla mom-Lovg At - m glasses, £l hipey decof the works.
Good H—l:nj Wy paeats taised all 5 of vs kids in the same
towa. My future Loss, a well Yanned ex- ToHS prom 1ueen’s
best frienc}, recognized my last name + said she kaew wy oldest
brother, thovght he was cute, + ﬁ.‘ruf@ his misfi jecky
sisteq + were nof even blood related. Aﬂy«my, she asbed €|
might be able fo Work withovt my 7lasses. | coutdn't, |
told her, I'd hand a guy -]-wen‘}y Lvcks cl..mjc for a Liver.
All r{Jlnt she Sa-'d', and fook me ia the back L Lind wie
~ vniform. That tanker + hat F1T just cavse ﬁ'ﬂtr were
So wrong. | +0+aHy [oved I+ + immc;{.‘a#@fy aa‘larﬂf‘eof the
abhered job of g0pher. | guess all those hot deggers feit
comfutable enovgh in their own fe rrr'-;'of)/, Lot were oo
cool or embarassed to cruise the mall or 9e+ z.l]m’c
0\“’ -H'\C Lank. Nu* W\Bl |
enjoyed rhe break from mall

i j\f\Jhnj + serving vp 20 cvps

of lemenade a minvfe. The
onl}r (_ahL, ! one of my Senioh
fold me, " is yov can't take of
your hat any Time you're on

the clock, gof it7’




" Ne Pn\-lcm‘,“ | told her AY €irst the missions throvgh
the mall just ook me to Taceo Bell and Rovad Table
to £011 my to- Werleers Food rezues*s. That wasn'f 5o
bad becavse all my declict friends worked at +hese
types of places y we'd chat + scamn deals, plus | couvld
Yake a smske break with Tom, ay boyfriend. He
worked at Round Table Pizra, a half minvle walk from
Hot Deog. Since | covidn'f le seen with o ci,areﬁ'c wh . fe
wearing my ¢verpresent beavdiful hat, we'd sit ia the
back hall breakin’ mall rvies with ovr driaks r smoke.

I'd (omrqu:'n about my -{qy + he'd
Llow smoke f'-'r\gs quin‘,,“'ﬂ-w} 5
’\o“’l\inj; 'm covered in Pizra Sd.u({
that my boss threw at me.” At
least he got to work with most of |
ovr hang svt crowd. | had a fev
gaps to beidge with the gir s ad M’\
place. Then, ene reall, £ocked vp
Soturday arouad Christmas +ime when yev could 've
wn'rhl ovt half of Sovihern Califoraia I-nlf Luml!l'f\j +he
Daks Mmall alone, my boss Arrfo;lc'n?A me. Wil you 90

[,

dawoa . rarjo 4 31!4’ Som @

-:Lvar—l'e_r.s Nidere aVmust sot!
'ﬂurrf 1" she was taw panic.
"Do | have +o wear—"
"YES!” she yelled before
i . | could 5“7\.'“1’ hat?" ¢ | wa s
LT-'_\E*HJ 1,\355’:’:—;_‘“5—’5“9 ovt the deor with 'l.+wer.‘!'iej
|N QVARTERg ok ?” + my Hot Pog sweatshirt | gof

on My bike 4+ rode accross dhe r’nfkin_, let, accross a
Waina rark.‘nJ lot street and vp 4o the bank. tF was
a nite r-'rJg Lot wa.."i'fn, ia line kind of sveked, ke F
alway; dees ot banks. Then 1'd ride back with about
900 povnds in change in o bog, smeke a cigarele ,+



go back 4o work. | hod nlns-,u'f'elr no shame. well,
| qvess | did have Some limits. Ev"er’one knew +hat
Dave, +he owner of all 7.2 or so Hof Doy Joiats, covld
pop in ~t any mement, elose +he J‘-p‘-.rg’ + Fake (1

+he rreSen*f' E’Mrhyefs Low‘}nj, -F"HY vaifermed of
covrs@ . Yes, we'd have +o wear +he ,‘.J davawnnd kak
tvo. He'd pay for the £ood, {he game, + ovr Fime
cards sh,eJ IN. welt $hat's all jvst +eo weird 4o
me. But what o way 4o odvertise. That Dave

L;“?J me. oh— he u*"va”r Jﬁi A,r;,\_’ +heé 2 seso
years \ worked £or him. On eack lhol:d wy he wev|d
tellhis employees o }reat dhemselves 4o Lhe
arrrurriu+e, c_a—prlin...-l-;n_g r..Av\Jy- My bess would
ka-\? a Sigw in back Saying we head sveh n Sveh amowt
of money for red + green Xwmas kisses, or whatever
ln +the Sr’?r-“}‘ it Het I’-J S'}L’[e' olvfervant(.‘ | faked o
note from HQ Sa.\!:ﬂj "Please vse 310 out of Hhe il
Yo rvrcLa.se L\ad‘-J‘e“ILeam‘ £or e shore in memory
ol vave.” Needless +v Say 4-\ae_3ir|s, espeu..lf;, ry
Loss w\\olcl l::een -Hr\cre_ €or ’ur.f, were Mor-}'{{it_-l.
1t wasm't long after +hat | got +he deif b +hat his
Aa_w;H-er + heir of $he Hot Pog -Far-lnme, was gonnes
LL\A'\3¢ eﬂrr’"‘\;"j- Evc-'\*‘uallr, one o( her S'o-'ci
ordered My bess +o £ire me because | just wasn 't
o _jood cleaner. Must've lef+ +hot nefe ia ey £ole
on accident 400, | was CANNE P,



lavndry
By Yhe +ime | was alene in the rented lodge on
this women's retreat + there was a fire |, it was
Snowy, + evefyone 2lse was Eq+;n9', by this +ime |
had made it +o the +-shirts Lor +he clothesline
froj‘"“+a ovr Own version of Now's s-}ory*eh’.’ng
method of survival, of Le.‘*"’«ya.h overcoming 4 ravma,
pride, whateyer you have +o express, + you're
suﬂ.osed +o vse *+hese markers + weite on at-shirt

+ hang i+ ve for everyone 4o admire + smile at +
"isten to, + Hfor everyone +o Know THIS is your S‘I‘or'y,
Fhis is your lavadry, +his is what you've carried
Witk you o +his day + yev waat +o pvt it o0t now.
i So | sat +here in +he dark lodge c.hp.d-’-.a'f\g ovt
_'[-H\e. other girls” shirts. Tfn:y had drawn cunts as
Frees that grew into gedesses, they'd written
[ about Abuse & ot +ke7!'cL drawa gy pride
rainbows + sdreams 'Flou.‘/\j - 5 - [ooming
cunats huse. Aicks crossed eut, blown vp,
dismembered. And | was tolally alene, +
_Jr'o‘{'ou'lly ::\.Sf;red. \ ofem?.cl my Aa;{, planner +o some
aw'-f‘*‘-, pages - drew in pvrple marker the ouvtline
of my +-shirt.

Fler i+ Al flow ovt of me becavie | knew ao one
would see wmy +-shirt to 3¢.+'mau:l ot me « say | wasn't
a real feminist. | wrote all over t+he paqes ia + out
of +he lines how +k37 didn+ care who |l was as
Ionj as | followed +we pro fo-samdm-, g ave my +ime
~$ A mindless wide - eyc.J 3:rl, kerf’ my o,oim‘-nf
to My)’ef-ic because iuga;sn"{' as Scheoled, hadn't
read bell hooks, hadn't minered ia wemen's



‘+\-’A-‘E‘-fr hadn'4 comb. C-OM,A;’C‘)LQI); ovtof +he
*’—-tose‘+’, t’\.ow ')t'\\e)‘ A'i"e- Q\-»Ja\f Q{" M\,‘ W‘l-!g 'Q‘_’,rfon

votil lwas « bird pecked mash of sl:+
and +hen how -P'\ey wanted me +o write akeud +he

jlory of my |ife as a member of +he feminist
movement here on a4-shirt whea all | had in
me was the umc‘erj‘{‘adcla‘nj Frhat | wasn'f jaod
E.I"'\ous{n Lor anyone there— and fuck all +hat,
50 |\ wa5+ l.ur-"l"fr\j fkame_lcss(y about
how | feltakout + em. T"'\.f_y ‘Fovs'\‘f ea c h
other for s-l-ealinj BoyFr.‘ean, 5.‘:—!-Fm‘enu|s,
having secret |pvers + lies + Jeoing after
ey's whenever one became available, +
"'\\Q"J tell me ia secret all abouvt '+ all
'h.erf or l\a“’G(U' O"\]Ed\.lou.f‘ L\ow 5"\:H’y t+
sel€ish ail these girls were, then we'd
Yhrow rm.r~|-ies + 3e+ rwll7 devak as iF 4
Aidntd ru;uy 'ha.lafe,n ke +hat, They would
f’re‘l'eﬂcl + lu‘ke \iuu l:v‘{' \,\‘$+Eﬂ ‘For’ Hhe wrong
Words 4o Come Du'h how | covidn't call mY!Ef-F
a g?rl even -“'L\oujl'\ | didn'$ -Fael Irke o woman,
hWow | covldn't wonder abovt riel Srrrls
becavse -Hv\ey were 5-\u‘o.‘J brats, how | covldn’t
rfford 4o be vegan but They r‘e.jec.-f»eJ that
soid Tt wasn't a matter oF meoney bot « matler
of desire. Can you believe | £it all these
rants on & size &Yz X Il t-shird 7 There was
more l'm sure, Some 3oaJ Lvss fl\ra.scs t -f:IAJ er
Fuwﬁ-i“.j' 1 td love o show o} +o yov bot Somehow |
lost i+, These 5.‘r\5 allowed my cpEression in an
enviroament that was ngifnje_d 4o kelp set me free
of +he omni-eoppressive rm.-}'ria\rr_ky. Tkey commanded



wore feminism from me while -H\ej kit + chewed
cach other + | will never go back there + sacrifice
my happiness like that; 1+'s 2 years later + | can
finally write ¥his fucking stery.
R A PRy

And now for a comic abov+t 4 video |
made. Order a Cﬂ'l'ﬂloy from Emilia_

Smoke‘oom(a‘, or wait +ilt | get famovs
and oy $5 4o see it at a dom b theater

Somewhere. wWho am | kie\di/\j? (+ may be
areat but it's only a Few miavtes /ony.

SﬂPS Ay
10R Sho®s

of Shogg |22

. rou can wrix T T0 wme
i€ youre o collector)




(“oh ne! Flease

s (f@d('m/ e ]
\NE !
. KATHERINEL )

\'ve ML‘L Some l‘n{—cre_#inj Eids yhile workénj as a
Van drivec for the YMCA, byt now | must introclvce
yeu -to one Par-i-ic.ulqr 5 year old. Here are some
-Zua—fes :
: Lool<, now my stomach s jk-'nny enguqu to be
on l?aywa'{*clfq. ) (vpon I.'F-f--‘nj hershict ¢+ £l slu'y
her sucked ia S'J'G'”‘IucL.)

“You leck |ike +he qveen of the H-word r‘ace.” (re: my newl),
Lieoched hair w/ reddish -fipf t orange + black nad| Fol;s.l,\

Claire : when's 4he |last Fime o had e ba‘y'@r't‘ﬂc/? ‘
We s Way before ysv were bora.

Claire: Have yov wmet shane 7

Me - Youl Site direcdor ?

claire - Yeah, he's a real pain inthe butt. You'd Le
perfect for emcihn o tHher

me : Bo+ | clan'*" wWant a Lgyv{fr.‘en:l_

clenire : Byt you're a woman ! Evcry Weortlan ncgcf_c:

c.laire - Ok, \'ve L\DD k!c] Vr you + Shane ona +‘\C.

'.r\"*ﬁrnc.-l',
wme: Bvd l'm not on +he lnternet

claire: pon } wnrr” 1 o +a|r--""j care of f‘l’.
('. wouldn'¥ Tv+ it f:as* her— check For me
i Y he S;f\jlts chatrooms on AOLB

MQ:H&Y (.la\lrg‘c.l'\ec.k- ou')r My v\a.ii.Po(-'SL\.
claire: oH! \+ looks alrfol'\..'l-elj divine bn :{bu.‘ Bla ¢k
Vs Suth o wonderfol winter celor !

"ol please don't make me si¥ next to any gross

¥ SWC.“‘! L°°\fsl. " (Sa;ll very drdmu'*';‘-llly-j



claire : wall of course I've read every word in
+he -:!;:_J;Io-‘ldkry.
me : oK, what does Pre_l:’os+et’ou; mean 7

claire: 1 don't know what +he worl

5 wilan [
J“S"‘ FEo-t[ +hew ! ) * =

whenever \ woll\ inte +he ¥ coom ) veua 1
3¢t a warm 9ree4;nj from Claire, but late '7
She 's ‘fwﬂ_f_en +0 ¢‘+orf-‘ny wl«_a"}‘evcr <she's Jp;nj,
IBMf““j e ¥ va’\:nj at €ull s'oeed' at wie
into a L\Uj +hat nCou"ty knocks me over. Then
she looks vp ot me + Sy s "faster +han &
Sf’e?d:nj boltet. ?oin-F-.;Hy 4 rve.

For my L:f“'\clmy +christmas Fre_(en']‘; Elaice &
Wer s,ster gave me a Whaelk ITOranje, The
+Aj was Sijﬂttj“F?Om claire " L+ she d :dn't
leave enovgh foom for her sister +o Sign

Euv\1:¢~1 ovt with kids oqoi~ l-'}-s\m: A
on o (Il Lhe secrets 've -@g;j oHen ' MJ
0ld mge. There are thingc | promise

My £eif ~§ o k (d f0 never forged yust
Lecavse | grewvpe, butkia the Wvrry to
be CLeol Wit My €rlends in T H;?h‘ 4

Yurn V¢ o movet outof Wy farents’

house, Hhe promises g0t lest Somewhere
Now | rememberhnow ohutovs if wasty
wme thet not &nnu-;k rdults cared va
+he fight way. Tuey were plways WoF
Somewhere being bvsy with vicerst

\oudy yoks, Le[(ing me how ealy | had
bﬁﬂj Akfd, +h w1 war_rfe.f weren'f
I'QV\-‘, + jvsi\wal -‘.;ll yov ge-} ol'J,-/l1e)-'.J
Wa.rn. We(|km otd naw & | s+ h,u&n'{-qu
idea what Yhey were ya[kingab out
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