


LESBIAN & GAY FREEDOM MOVEMENT S

CAMPAIGNING TO INSPIRE PEOPLE TO HAVE A MORE RADICAL VIEW ABOUT
SEX & SEXUALITY,PATRIARCHY, PORNOGRAPHY,THE POLICE,AND THE STATE.

In recent times the lesbian & gay movement has become less radical and more respectable;
asking now for limited "rights" rather than liberation, and grovelling to the police, the
courts, and the politicians. Parts of the feminist movement have even aligned themselves
with the moral right on sex and sexuality issues., The less conventional secticns of the
lesbian & gay and feminist movements have been disowned and attacked both verbally and
physically. The list of those cutlawed is growing and is of all sexes. It includes the
very young and the very old, and people with mental or physical disabilities; alsc those
who are non-monogamous, like cottaging or picking people up in public places, and those
of us who enjoy sex toys and pornography, It includes sexualities such as bisexuals,
transsexuals, transvestites, pirl/woman & boy/man lovers, and people into SM sex, and sex
with animals,

The Lesbian & Gay Freedom Movement is aiming to shift the political agenda in the opposite
direction tov a campaign for sexual liberation, to inspire and excite people te think about
freedom, and to join in the fight to overthrow patriarchy and the state. We are trying to
bring these revoluticnary ideas to as many people as possible of all sexvalities and sexes
by distributing leaflets and newsletters, by talking to people, and by holding open meetings
on controversial issues, We also try to raise the issue of sexual liberstion and anarchism

PORNOGRAPHY

LGFM is also actively campaigning on the issue of pornography. We do want a world without
male power, sexism and sexval violence, but we totally oppose the elimination of pornography
as a way forward. We believe chat not all pornography is sexist and some cun be liberating,
It has in no way been established that there is a link between pornography and sexual
violence. It is so easy ro blame pornrography for what's wrong in this society, because that
is exactly what the state wants — more laws to censor and oppress us., We are living in
right-wing anti-sex times, with the fgovernment attacking anyone whose sex or sexuality
challenges the nuclear family (eg. section 2B, attacks on abertion rights and artificial
insemination). They would certainly support a move against pornography.

Pornography is a complete distraction from the real causes of sexism and sexusl violence.
Sexism is mirrored in images, and not created by images. We want men to talk about and
challenge institutionalised male power und sexism in the real world; not attack our
fantasies which are completely different from what we do in our everyday lives. We want
men to challenge sexism and male power in the workplace, the pub, in the nuclear family,

in schools; and in advertising, TV, and magazines, which constantly show women in the role
ol servicing men, rather thon as people. '

We believe that a more radical approach is needed to challenge male power and sexism and
sexual violence in our society. We need to attack the patriarchal institutions that will
always keep men in power and oppress women and children; we need to campaign against all
governments and the institutions they set up to enforce their oppressive laws like the

police and the courts, and most importantly we need to challenge the nuclear family which is
where most sexual violence against women and children oecurs.
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PORNOGRAPHY CONTINUED ...

It is sexval oppression and lack of understanding
about sex and sexuality that leads ro sexual
violence, We need a less sexually oppressive
society where we can discuss everything and sex
is no longer seen as 'naughty' nor driven under-—
ground. A society where the state no lenger
makes us wear clothes, nor certain types of
clothes depending on our gender, We need more
information about sex and sexuality around [oF
all of us, including pictures of naked bodies
and people having sex. There is nothing wrong
with sexual excitement and masturbation in itself,
It can be very liberating to read about or see
pictures of other peoples bodies — naked and/or
having sex - particularly for leshians and gays,
as there is so little informaticn about for us.
Lesbian pornography is very difficult to get
because of censorship; any new censorship laws
will always be used against this sort of
pornography, not against sexist images in
advertisments. Parnography is especially
important for pecple who don't want or don't
have the ability for partper sex, e.g. isolated,
disabled, elderly, and people with HIV/AIDS,

LGFM BELIEYES THAT PORNOGRAPHY DOES HAVE A
POSITIYE ROLE TO PLAY IN THE STRUGGLE FOR LESBIAN
AND GAY LIBERATION, AND OFPOSES ALL CEMSORSHIP.

DEMONSTRATION

LOFM HAD & SUCCESSFUL DEMONSTRATION
OUtSERE A MEETING CALLED "OPPOSING
PORNOGRAPHY @ A ONE-DAY CONFERENCE
FOR MEN", ORGANISED BY THE CAMPAIGH
AGATNST PORNOGRAPHY ARND CENSORSIIP(L),
PRESS COVERAGE TNCLUDED THE ARTICLE
HERE IN TUE SUNDAY TELEGRAPH. =

Pornography is a
dirty word at this
men only party

by Nichalas Farrell

THE confcrence was fimited 10
“ren only*”, and the 100 gen-
tlemen filing into the audito-
rium -had one thing on their
minds...pomoﬁrap .

But it had nothing te do with
the girile magatioe of the same
name, and there was not adirty
mag in sight.

Yesterday's coolerence was
organised by the Cam{raign
Against Eomomlphy and Cen-
sership, which felt men would
feel less Inhibited if they conld
discuss the matter quietly
behind elosed doors away from
women.

There was & woman there,
Me Catherine Itzin, the CPC's
co-ordinator, but she gave an
opening address, then quietly
teft, But before dolng 10, she

end up with that dreaded word.
censorship.

Their teaflets urged the men
going Inside to tackle “male
power and sexlsm in the real
world; not attack our fanta-
sies". The real world meant,
according to the leaflet, the
workplace and the pub, among
ather things,

Inside the conference centre
In Brixton, the 100 men attend-
ing were not 50 much ?oud and
true but, ju the gar aace of
those committed to such
lgsues, “straight” and "gay'".

Among the speakers was Mr
Michael Mooreork, 50, the pra-
lific and - hugely successful
writer of 69 haoks, mainly oa
science fletion, who was also
untll two years ago a singer
with Hawkwind, a rock band
much admired by hippies.

He ence worked for a porno-

told Ler all-male audience not
to worry hecause hoth she and
the CPC were “pro sex", She
added: "To see men in these
numnbers I Hond quite ...
aaal...overwhelming."

There were also women ont-
side == ag well 35 men == mﬁ‘cet
sentlog a group called The
Lesbian snd Gay Freedem
Maverent, which ohjected to
the alms of the CPC.

Launched in 1589, the CPC, a
voluntary pressure grouop,
almy tor ihe ellmization of por-
noa‘nph{ oo the grounds that
It contributes to sex discriml-
nation and violence asgainst
women, It campaigns for legis-
lalivn thet would give women
the power to sue pormogra-
phers for damages,

But the lesbian and gay free:
dom people felt pornography
was not the real Issue and the
CPC wonld, despile lis title,

Erap. called Mug-
le: but is nowgdlﬂ a f?nent
anti-poroography campaligoer.

He said: “My interest ix In
common justice and in empow-
ering people who are viclims of
injustice to take charge, It's &
men only aveni because it's
esseatial men get together to
discuss their views on porn. In
some waysit's alot easiertodo
that if it's men oaly.”

Iranically Mr Moorcock's
daughter Sophie Mooreock, 24,
a Journalist and writer, co-pro-
duced a controversial leshlan
erotica magazine Jast. year
whose title is eoprintable in
these pages, and is a member
of something ¢alied “"The
Well.Oiled Sisters”,

But said her father: “She's &
grown woman, ['m gquite
happy for my children to be
opposed lo me, It's quite
healthy,” -

LETTER FROM LGFM PRINTED IN 'CITY LIMITS' MAGAZINE.
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PRISON IS A TOOL OF SOCIAL CONTROL.

- PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

[n 199¢, Ben Wilson won his long battle against the British Government at the Eurcpean
Court of Human Rights. Ben is a prisener, and in spite of the fact Lhat our Government
was Found guilty by the court of violating internationzl standards, he is still in prison.

In 1973, Ben Wilson was convicted of having sex with boyfriends under 16 and sentenced to
life imprisonment. Judge May said in court that up to seven years would be correct as a
punishment, but that he would give a 'merciful’ life sentence so that Ben could be cured
of his "freakish affliction', and he hoped be released much sooner,

The 'treatment', which they carried out on three seperate occasicns, was to implant
female hormones intc his body. He grew breasts, and his capacity to function sexually
was temporarily damaged. Of course he is still attracted ko boys racher than women,
Even after this degrading uand horcific treatment he still wasn't released and as the
years went by he ran a one person campaign, wriling to every M.P. and organisaticn that
might belp, fle went on hunger strike three times. By profession Ben Wilson was a baker,
but in prison he studied the law on his own, and won a case against the Home Office with
the Ombudsman. lie alse won his first Eurcpean Human Rights case against the Brirish
Government after the authorities intercepted a letter he had written to a barrister,
saying that he had been wrongfully convicted of the acts of buggery that he was doing
tife for.

Winning these cases will not have made him popular with the authorities, and nor did the
fact that he openly stated his view that the relationships he had with boys were mutual,
caring, and did the boys no harm.

Finally, in 1981 he was released 'on licence' to a hostel for ex—offenders, He was
given a tiny attic room with only a leaky skylight as a window, which he pointed out was
worse than his prison cell. He was also persecuted by other ex-prisoners for his
sexuality. Ben made a big fuss about his accommodation, and in September 1982 he was
arrested and recalled to prison. All he was Lold was "your conduct is giving cause far
concern', and 'you are not co-operating with your probation officer. He had commited no
new offence,

Ben took this issue of his re-imprisonment at the whim of the state Lo Europe. lis cose
was heard along with three other prisoners in similar situations., The cuse was that it
was a breach of acticles of the European Convention for lifers to be re-imprisoned, with
no right to see the reports on which the decision was made, no right to a hearing, no
right to call witnesses, no right to legal representation. NOQ RIGHTS - just a secrel
decision made behind closed doors, by unaccountable pecple. Ben wor the case, and the
vourt said that the British Government should now change the law to allow a fair hearing
tor all lifers, So far they have ignored the judgement. ‘The Government was found guilty,
but ii is Ben who is still in prison. He is 75 now,

It is perfectly obvious why the state won't relesse him, it's spite. Spite because he has
won three cases apainst the Government, and spite because he refused to say that his
relationships were either sick or sinful. He's done far longer than people convicted of
murder, child abuse, multiple rape, or srson, und certainly far far longer than the trial
jndge ever inteanded as punishment,

Ben Wilson has refused te grovel to the system, he has stuck to his beliefs, and is now
as surely a Prisoner of Conscience as any adopted hy Amnesty in some far otf country.

FREE BEN WILSON!
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homo. alone.

"Have you got a boyfriend? No? Why not? When I was your age.....

Does this sound Eamiliar to you too? For me, being a 17 year old female, these are
the quescions that I am asked all the time. Rather than think up some stupid
explanation, it would of course be much easier if I just said that I was a lesbian.
There is nothing I would like better than to 'come out’ to people. With a homophobic
family like mine though, that would probably go down as well as, "by the way everyone,
I'm a mass murderess who chops people up into pieces and sells the flesh to the local
butcher™. As far as my parents are concerned, I am still a child who does not know
what a lesbian is, so therefore I cannot be one. Being 17 and still at school, it
would alsc not be very wise of me to admit to my homosexualiry, My life would be
even more of a misery.

Once I am older and do eventually 'come out', it may help people who know me Lo see
that gays are normal human beings like everyone else.(whatever 'normal'’ actually is.)
Until then, I will have to carry on living a8 lie. Having to suffer a boyfriend once
in a while, just tc keep my family happy. Having to hold back from defending myself
and other gays when my family make nasty ignorant comments. Hardest of all is trying
to hide my obvious admiration when I see & beautiful woman and pretending that in the
film 'Pretty Woman', its Richard Gere that turns me on and not Julia Roberts!

Whether people like it or not, I'm gay and happy to be gay, end no-cne can say or do
anything to change that because the path of homosexuality has been walked by my body.
I have found my true peth.

‘Mom tries to turn son into dat

DEAR ANN LANDERS: Thia tet-

ter witl sound bitarre sod P'm sure . .

mowt ‘of your readers will think Iy
war made bp by a stadent at Vale,

-Every word is true, 30 help me. Lam .

praying that you will print Lk becawne
- my wife refoses to listen to me and I
neéd tome belp with this problem,
_Shéretpectayot Ann. . .
“Busan” nid 1 bave beet married

for seven years. We have & &-year-
old son abd canoot have any more
: chitdren. She was boping for & gitl
and was deeply disappointed n
“Jack” was born. Suian bas treated

L oar 8ot Lke a glri from the day be
eame hotde from the bosplial. Sho

. dressed bim|n (ellly ploafores and
putz ribbond o dis bilr, My family
Ahooght Susan wad nety at first and
told 10, 8he (hreatened to keep
ihem frotn seelng “Juckie” I they

_gnlte comfortable np & girl and Joves

ta dga shoppicg with his mom. T've
told Sunan that sho is rulniog Jackie
for Iife, bt ehe saya several famous
then in history were ralied as glrls,
clilng Erpest Hendingway {one of ber

" hetoes) ag & prime example, [n this

continwed to be criticsl, 50 they -

caved in and Bow they even boy him
teafietwnnddolls. . .-, . .
When Jucklo started kindergarten
Tank yeur, be was reghytered sn a gird,
No one ot school kno¥s be’s a boy,
Re wedry dresses wilh fancy ooder-
wear and ploye with dolte, He seems

froe, AnaT”

My wife Inslein that I shouldn't
worty becanse she's golng to torn
him [olo & mate when ke reaches

berty and be will be as maniy an

emingway. I get a slek feeling
when 1 see Ber teachlag him to it
{ike & lady and apply Hpstlck, This
chlid sbould be playicg with boys
and learning how to be a boy.

Do yon belleve that what my wife
Is dolng will caase 8 problem to our

- gon laler in life? She losiats nol, hut L

need some help. - MA. T.B, Sanln
Ang, Calif, -

DEAR T.D.: Flrzl, & blt of history:
It L irue that Ernest Hemingway's
maother dressed him io girls’ clothes.

- Actuplly, she sttempled L creste

the Lmpression that he and bls older
slater were twins, .

Although Hemlngway was regard-
ed 28 one of the foremost wriiers of
his Ume, hls perscnal life was a
.mess, Hla mether was a blrarre
woman and he deapised her. His
father, & physlcian, whom he also
foathed, was an angry, bltter man,
trapped In a nightmarlsh marrlage.
He committed sulclde, as did Zrnest,
bis sister Ursula and his brother
Leleester.

Your wite 12 in desperate need of
counsellng and your son needs ptenty
of help, too, eapeclally if his diizy
mother Inalsts on bollixing up his
sexunl Identity. 1 urge you to enlist
the cooperation of the child's pedia-
irician, hls teachers — anyone who
wlll kelp you rescue thel unfortunate
boy from this #lck situation.
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DOk reviews

"DIGGERS AND DREAMERS' -
THE 1990/91 GUIDE TO COMMUNAL LIVING.

This useful guide gives a background history te communal living and discusses it in

the light (or should I say dark) of the Thatcher years, Commune members share with us
their experiences of starting their home, and give details of a typical day at their
place. The book considers various aspects of commupality, such as decision making,
work, income sharing, etc. The second half is a summary of 57 communes. These are
illustrated with a map and a table of qualities (eg., the number of occupants, whether
apen te new members), and any particular focus such as feminist, gay, anarchist, vegan,
apd se on, Each commune also has the chance, in one page, to tell us about themselves.

The book is packed with advice, usvally from a personal sngle. It's all very readable
and convenient, and as diverse as the communities themselves. Edited and published by
members of communes and the Communes Network, and printed on recycled paper. It's a
myst for anyene interested in the subject.

Available for £3.75 inc. p&p Erom ;- Communes Network, Lifespan Community, Townhead,
Dunfeord Bridge, Sheffield, $30 6TG,
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"LETS FIGHT TOGETHER AGAINST IMPERIALISM, FASCISM

AND PATRIARCHY". SEND £2 TO CLASH, SLAGERZICHT
OVERTOOM 274, 1054 JB, AMSTERDAM, NETHERLAKDS,

FOR LATEST EDITION.

FRANCE, BRAZIL, CANADA, SPAIN, NORWAY. THEY SAY

WITH ARTICLES FROM GERMANY, NETHERLANDS, BRITAIN,

"CLASH' IS A NEW INTERNATIONAL ANARCHIST MAGAZINE

QUIM - LESBIAN SEX MAGAZINE -

Issve no.2 now available inclndes photos, fiction, features.on coming, safer sex, and
fantasy, Order from bookshops or E3 inc. p&p From Quim Magazine, BY BOX 2182, London,
WCIN 3XX. ALSO ... For females only,Quies’ " Sin i{a Cinema " PARTY! 8 June, Scala
Cinema, Pentonville Rd, Kings Cross, London. £3.50 concs, ©5.50 waged, Come as your
screen idel. (?)




SEXUAL FANTASY &

Sexual fentasies and dreams are an element in nearly everyone's life. There has
been debate in the feminist movement as to the role of sexunl fantasy and fts
possible §nfluence on behaviour outs{de of the sexual context. The three
thaories are:

1. that certain sexual fantasy is a cause of sexist behaviour by een and an
expression of self-oppression {n women;

2. thst sexual fantssies can be an expression and reflection of sexisw 1In
saclety; and

3. that sexusl fantacies, whether or not you believe they are rooted in
upbringing and the sexual repression of society, stand outside the ambit of
sexism, This theory sees fantasy as separate from soclal practice.

The srgument that the featnist anti=-porn lobby uses agafnat pornography s that
1t can influence men's behaviour outside of the sextral context and can lead to
sex discrimination, misogyny, and even rape, Nany feminists who are not
persuaded by this logic nevertheless feel concerned that certain types of sexual
fantasy may contribute to women's oppression, and, therefore, ses 1t s the task
of feminists to ¢riticize our own and other women®s fantasies in order to bring
them {n line with our feminist politics. Wosen should miso try to make man
“elean up” thefr fantasies, in the aame way as antf=porn women feel men should be
educated not to want porn. -

There {8, of course, s {{nk between the role of pornography and the role of
fantasy 1n our sexuaiities, The rote of pornography ¥¢ to stisulate our
:ltﬁinltion and thereby creste fantasfes. Pornography §e not an and in {taelf,
t'a a tool,

Some Teminists assert that fantasy has a direct effect on women's soclael,

acononie, political and sexual position in soclety. Shejla Jeffreys, author of

snt{-clilaa, states that under male eupremacy, if one wondars why women are not
ree, one only has to look at their masochietic fantasies. She belfeves vomen
should try to change snd purify their fantasfes in confunctfon ufth trying to

ol {minate pornography. This done, men would have lass stimuistion for fantasies
that are not “premised on equal{ty".

The Campaigh Againgt Pornogrsphy and Censorship (CPC) actually defines “erotfca"
- (acceptable) as “sexual material premised on equalfity" as opposed to
“pornography” {degrading, dangerous) which depicts power relstions in sex.

Perhaps the current obsession with “cleaning up" sexual material, changing our
fantasfes and vieuing certain exprassfions of sexuality as contributing to women's
oppression {($/M {3 the current favourfte) §s simply a manifestation of sexual
repreession rather than being part of the atruggle for women's freedom, Maybe
se~‘ry fantasy end, indeed, our sexusl practice within the sexual arena as a
simule refiection of attftudes and practice in the world outside is not correct.’

The ant{-porn/anti-sex tobby make this simple equstion: men who fantagfte hbout
rape go on to commit rape; therefore, they must change their fantasies, -and we
munt remove pornography because it etimulates fantasy. But 1s this correct?

Po women really have more to fear from men who have rape fantasfes than from
those who do not? It ¥s worth noting that, contrary to popular myth, pornography
rarely deplcts rape, whereas horror filas, the general media and news reports
{ncreasingdy feature ¢his topic. If fantasy iz so closely relsted to behaviour
outside sexual relativi.hips, what about the fact that wapy women have fantasies

(cont.) (8)



SEXUAL POLITICS

about being raped? It is not suggested that women who have these fantasies then
go out to try and get raped. There s a vast difference between what we may find
stimulating in fantasy and what we may really want to do. Sex play invalving
rape fantasies for the purposes of arausal ie prokably more prevalent than is
general ly admitted, because it {s such a taboo subject — especially amongst
feminists.

And what about wen? If men’s sexual fentasies are simply a reflection - or
worse, & cause - of sexist behaviour, then it {s very hard to explain masochism
and masochistic fantasy in men. It is well establ{shed that men who enjoy being
beaten, humil{ated or infantalized are sometimes judges, WPs, police officers,
business executives, mnd others {n authority in society. In fact, sexual{ty and
position in soctety can be apposites.

Fantasy %3 the shadowy side to our sexual nature, and there fs still very littie
known about shy certain things turn us on. For instance, do rape and masochistic
fantasies in women arise from women's internalization and sexvalization of our
subordinate role 1n soclety and in relationships, as anti~porn feminists arguet
Or ig the role of fantasy a little more complex? Perhaps 1t §s not the origin

L but rather how we relate to our fantesies that ¥s important.

I would argue that, while many women have fantasies that they feel guilt about,
fantasy 1a a personal rather than political issue, and the problem {8 the guilt,
not the fantasy. It i3 the guilt which should be tackled. For instance, a
soclally sssertive, sexually confident woman challenges sexist assusptions sbout
women by her actions and attitudes. It she has “unliberated” sexunl fantasfes,
how can this affect anything outside herself and anyone she chooses to share them
with? As tong as she feels comfortable with hee fantasies, what harn are they
doing and what business 4z it of anyone else’a?

This 15 true of wen, too. What difference does fantesy or consensual sexual
practice make except to those involved? It s rightly argued that sometimes men
try to force thelr unwilling partners to share or act out their fantasies — the
Meese Commissfon was {mpressed by testimony to this effect. But here the issus
i not fantasy, but rotten, unequs! relatfionships without respect for women's
sexual tndependence - just V{ke rope in marriage. It iz the power relations that
nued to change, not the fantasies.

My own view §s that 4t may be interesting to ponder the origin and nature of our
fantasies and whether we want to change them, expand them or are heppy with what
they are. As far as the fight against sexism s concerned, this ¥ssue s worse
than & red herring - .concentration on the purification of ocur tantasies poses a
real threat to woman's right to explore her sexuality without guflt and
restriction.

We are now in the age of *returning to Victorisn values*, the AIDE scare, the
growing censorship of sexual materials, restrictions on sex education, .and of
Section 28, This iz the time to defend sexual diversity and the role of sexusl
fantasy in our iives, and not to play into the hands of the right and the anti-
porn lobby by trying to restrict fantasy to what the tfeminist polfce deem
acceptable,

GOOD NEWS

A 12 year old girl has won her case in court to be

allowed to have an abortion against her parents

wishes. Her 16 year old boyfriend is not being

prosecuted.

The age of consent in Holland has been lowered from.

16 to 12 years old. (9)



HOW YOU CAN HELP END OPPRESSION OF FAT DYKES

I} Stop assuming that being fat is a matter of choice for most fat womyn,

2) Stop assuming I should lose weight - one of the oppressive assumptions that thin womyn
make is that all [at womyn want Lo lose weight,

4} Stop assuming or believing that I'm killing myself by being fat - oppression kills!

4) I have lots of feelings when [ eat., S0 do thin people. Don't attribute pain, despair,
low self-esceem, or other mental symptens to me just because I'm fact.

5) Don't always assume thul fat people are jolly and funny.

6) Don't ignore Fat people. Fab people are easily ignored because we cften try hard to be
inconspicuous.

7) Don't point to the exceptional weight loser. Weight loss is statistically atypical.

8) Don't expect Fut Liberation to become a major political movement before YOU start to
change.

9} Remember, 1 am me. I am not your dictatorial fat father, I am not your nurturing Aunt
Clara, I am not your sedyctive fat mother.

10)Get rid of your terror of being fat. Get rid of your fear of fab people. It is
hurting all of us.

lt)Don't leave it to fat dykes/womyn to do all your censciousness raising for you.

12)Don't treat fat people like we're uncool. Just because we are not allowed to wear the
latest styles doesn’t mean we don't know what's going on.

13)Let yourself be attracted to a Fat dyke/womyn. It's not an accident if you've 'never'
been attracted to a fat lesbian.

14)Have sex fantasies about fat womyn/lesbians without turning us into earth mothers and
comforters,

15)Whenever you Fantasise, draw or otherwise image lesbians/womyn, see us as we really are,
all shapes and sizes and colours. It is the respoasibility of artists and graphics
womyn, etc to show fak images in a positive way.

lo)Invite us to go swimming or to the sports elub. Take our pictures whern you have your
camera out (unless we ask you not to}. Don't put your shame of fat upon us,

17)Don't drink diet pop or in any other way support the diet industry. The patriarchy
makes huge amounts of money though the diet industry by playing on womyn's fears of
bheing fatr of gerting fatter,

18)Remember that fat oppression is a Eat person's problem tvo. We are all taught to be
afraid of being fat, or fatter,

19)Remember what Vivian Mayer says: "Fat is not a feminist issue, Fat LIBERATION isi!™.

20)Stop dieting yourself!

in summary, support me as a fat dyke by: ...understanding my coppression...exposing
fatophobia where you see and hear it (eg don't let your agency or organisation post notices
about diets or groups that assume we need to lose weight)...letting and helping me love my
body FAT without any overt or covert assumptions of having to lose it.

Encourage fat lesbians and womyn you know to...step dieting...join a support group or talk
with other fat dykes about being €at...come out of our closets..,build pride and rid

ourselves of our self-hatred. HELP US THROW OUR WEIGHT AROUND:- (10)




BLOOD ON THEIR
SURGICAL GLOVES

Once again the power—people of the world
have sacrificed the lives of hundreds of
thousands of ordinary people to their

political manoeuvreings. Two countries
have been trashed, and an environmental

- disaster created that may have far reach-
i ing effects for years to come. And, we're
S a told, it‘s all the fault of Saddam Hussein.
= o BOLLOCKS! The war was about the control of
[y | a) = o0il reserves; about Bush and Major (USA &
-f"*“_‘l) Britain) wanting to be leaders of the world
r [ =] g and continue imperialism; about distracting
W v >0 the people of the 'alljed' countries from
-~ Tq the problems at home {especially the worsen—
m o - ing living standards); about boosting the

arms trade of the industrialised countries
in the slump after the dwindling of the cold
war, about proyiding a new enemy, a reason
for keeping our massive armies and nuclear
weapons; and a new fear to keep us thinking
we need our governments to protect us, It
was NOT about liberating an invaded country.

The USA would have nmo reescn to consider the
invasicn of a country to be wrong anyway -
it does that itself {Grenado, Yietnam, Pan—
ama, and Nicaragva via the Contras), and
there are plenty of other countries arcund
the world that have been occupied by foriegn
armies, The Indornesian state under General
Suharto has been inflicting a brutal regime
on the people of East Timor since 1975, but
no-one's 'liberated' them. And has Kuwait
been liberated anyway? NO. The reinstated
Emir (leader) of Kuwait has busied himself
with a mass of barbaric torture, and the
deportation of 200,000 or so Palestinians,
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The only reason that Saddam Hussein gets to

look more blameworthy than the 'allied’

leaders is because our media is subject to
massive (but subtle) control and manipul-

ation designed to keep us in the dark. .

LESBIAN AND GAY PRIDE MARCH 1991
LGFM is meeting at 12 noon outside
Temple Underground Station on Sat

29th June teo go on the march.Look
out for our black flags!

freedo
L) ntitm
4 CoMNEDITY
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SADOMASOCHISM

Sadomasochism is the scare word anti-sex crusaders use to tell you how herrible
pornography ia, There are pictures, they say, of eadomasochism, and these are
pictures of men dominating women, men reping women, men treating women sa alaves,
And men look at these pictures and think that women want to be slaves, want to ba
doninated, and want to be hurt and reped. So we have to censor pornography, or
men will learn to treat women like elaves and dominate and rape women,

What ban-the-porn crusaders don't want you to know is that moet pornography ian'e
a/m, and most e/m pornography doean't show male dominance. There's more ferale
dominance in &/m than there is in anything elee you'll ever read,

And anti-pornography crusadera don't want you to know that woman like to look at
a/m images, and although we have fantasies of both dominating and being
dominated, we know very well that thia hae nothing to do with the way we want to
be treated in real life., Or that when men look 2t 8/w images, they have
fantasies both of dominating and of being dominated, and they also know that it
has nothing to do with real life,

Anti~porn cruaaders claim that men get their ideas about women from reading e/m
pornography, That would be interesting., Men would be getting tha idea that
wates are submissive, or even irrelevent, in sex. Most of the picturea in porn
are of women, either alons or with other women. Pictures aof people dominating
ave usually of women.

Host people who bave afm fantasiee know that they are not sbout how we really
want to be treated, We don't like to be pushed arcund, and we don't like to he
talked down to. When we go to work or ocut to see people, we want to be treated
with respect. And dominance fantasies don't really mean we want to have to push
people around, elther. Some of ua can be made to feel guilty sbout having
submissive or dominant Eantasies, if we think it means there f{a something about
ua that secretly doesn't want to have dignity or to respect other people. But
that juet ien't true, and we shouldn't have ko feel guilty.

Haybe we have fantasies to relieve the stress of living in a world where we do
gel pushed around, when we want to be in control, We get frustrated with pecple
alwaya pretending they know how we're supposed to feel or what we're supposed to
do, We get angry with people lying about what they feel and playing games eo
nothing ia ever honast., In our fantzeiee, people can eay and do those same
atupid thinga, but we are in control and they can't really pueh ue around, and
they can't be dishonest about what they feel.

Hobody really knows why we have theae fantasias, There are s lot of theories,
but most of them have nothing to do with our real experience. All we know ie
that when we try to deny the fantasies, they don't go away. Calling people names
and making them feel guilty for having Eantsaies only hurta people.

BAD NEWS

During 1989 (latest stats), nearly 100 gay and
bisexual males were imprisoned for CONSENTING sex -
soliciting, indecency or procuring were the laws
used against them. 153 young gays aged 10 - 21 were
also convicted, with twelve jailed. A further 99
young gays were also cautioned, six of whom were

(12) aged 10 — 14,
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GREEN BIKES

A group of people in
Bristel are going to put
free bikes on the street
for people to use whemever
they want. They want to
raise consciousness about
cycling and shock people
into realising that owner-
ship doesn't have to be a
necessity. Contact Karen
0272 427031/Alison 52213)
if you can offer skills,
money, bikes or storage
space.

(13)

CENSUS

Hope you managed to avoid being
included on the cengus!

They claim that the information
collected is confidential. If
this is so, then they shouldn't
have asked for names & addresses.
On the form it admits that they
DO keep our postcodes on their
computer. There are lots of ways
the state could use this
information apainsti us,
Immigration officers,poll tax
snoopers, and the police would
love to know where we all live,
In the future we could be living
under an even more repressive
regime/dictatorship, and all
this perscnal information would
be in their hands,

Some lesbians & gays started a
daft (maybe dangerous) campaign
for a question to be on the
cendus about peoples sexuality)
We have been campaigning for years
for our sexuality NOT to be on
police flles. We must not trust
the state with persomal + ..
information about curselves.

WE'RE NONE OF US FREE

TILL WE'RE ALL FREE!




LETTER FROM AMERICA

There are several ways to characterise what and who is doing the real demage to the
youth in our so called moral society. No group suffers more guilt feelings or trauma
than the children that have been discovered in a concensual sexual relationship with
an adult or intergenerational sex. The embarrassment of discovery is so great that
the young person loses all their sense of self esteem end self confidence, The media
and social services see to it that the child has a stigma attached to them for the
rest of their lives. The question I put to the readership is — who is doing the
damage and putting the kids in this position?

The truth of the watter is very easy to see, Just look at who profits from chis
exposing of a consensuaml intergenerational sexval relationship. First you have the
police, they have been for yesrs spending tax payers money chasing and prosecuting
victimless crime to ralse arrest statistics go the gullable public will think they
are fighting crime, What a joke, if they weren't spending your money. Then you have
the ever expanding social service agencies that ere trying to get a bigger budget
through the exploitation of exposing this relationship and breeking it up, Then
comes the real money grabber, the sex sells media, who blows the whole sitwation out
of context and makes a bundle in doing so. They say that they withhold the childs
name in this, but all the childs friends and school chums know who this adult<is:end
their are real problems at school and at home, and carries around the label pervert
or queer. Family will now be suspicious of anyone the child finds to be a friend.
What a trip to lay on a kid from the people who are suppoaed to be supportive and
protective.

In all these cases they have shattered the childs life, taken away a relationship he
or she wanted. They were in a relationship where they could find self confidence and
were given a high self esteem, they were always made to feel wanted end loved,and in
one day all this was yanked from them, and thelr friend.was dragged off to prison,
and their relatrionship opened up to the public, The truth is that all real girl and:
boy lovera centre their lives around that of the child, and aex 1s secondary to the
true relatienship. But the media and public officials hunting more money for

budgets would have the ignorent and gulleble public to believe that these people only
got together to have sex, sex and more sex; which is far from the truth, Most people
believe anything they read or hear on the news and never question anything that has a
controversy to it. It's an issue that people, lesbien and gay and straight, are
afraid to address for fear of someone else or the government putting a label on them
and pnt thelr own life inr ruin,

Lets look at the typical life of these childrem today, end find out why so many of
them are locking for a relatiopship with an adult. They know what chence they are
taking, bnt more and more kids are willing to take that chance lately. Parents

today delegate reaponsibility for children to a neighbour, babysitters, schools,
chnrchea, etc, Parents today are busy and obsessed with self-centred schedules to

be bothered with their kids, So they put the kids in front of the TV and put the VCR
on and let that do the teaching where they can learn abont violence, how to get even,
ki11l, hate the everage person, learp not to trust, to be a cold person, Then to add
insult to injury they are fed a fast food diet of McDonalds, Pizza Hut, Wendys, Fried
Chicken, etc. HNow it's complete, not only are they rejected but now their health can
be ruined. They leave knowledge to the churches that don't have logical answera,

and only taught to hate anyone that doesn't believe in their form of religion; and to
schools that are war zones, not aducational centres, They are told over and over to
say no to eny form of sexual sicuation, they are never told they also have a right to
say yes to a natural feeling. They may have only & guilt ridden, body guilt complex,
that this acciety has.

What we give them for moral leadership 1s even more of a disaster; just imagine
having to look up to religious and government leaders like Nixon, Oliver North, Jim
Baker, Jim Swagert, Jim Jonea, the list could go oy and on. These people give them
their conception of truth that is shrouded in a mouthfull of lies and leada them down
a path of violence. The so called moral leaders send our youth off to jungles and
deserts and foreign lands where they can teach them to hate and kill and maime other
humans and then returned home with a warped mind from the acts they were expected to

perform for those in power. {cont, ) (14)



LETTER FROM AMERICA CONTINUED ...

To get beck to the main point of this letter, we are told by experts that all these
'abused' kids keep this dark secret. But that is not the truth; they will not express
to another person what is private in their relatiocnship because simply they do not
wish this relationship to be ended. They know that by telling an authority figure
about it will mean that this friendship and relationship will be taken away Erom them.
Until all the experts expose them and give them what is considered therapy they never
gave much thought to the sexual part of that relatiomship. That is to say they did
not feel it was wrong to address the feelings they had until the social service
agencies brain wash them into this concept of wrong and body guilt.

This letter iz written by an inmate in New York State Prison System who has run afoul
of the age of comsent laws. Anyone may write with comments to Wayne,c/o LGFM.
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All of this was in the 60's, and I never did see her again when she was sent away.
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lesbians today are lucky having organisations such as yourselves for support. In my
day there was no support except amongst ourselves. Even then T lost a dear friend

the future for the good work.

Its been 10 years since I was on the gay scene, and I have some catching up to do,
and welcome news of the LGFM campaipn for sexual liberation. Persenally, I think

who ended her lile because nu—oune else would understaund her ‘strange’ feelings, and
another was sent to hospital for shock treatment to cure her of her 'odd behaviour'.

LETTERS (o s 50x 207 Totoon

altogether accepted.
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FPEW GOINGS ON

IN THE LAST FEW MONTHS THERE HAVE BEEN 3 MAJOR ATTACKS BY
THE ESTABLISHMENT UPON THE LIBERTY OF LESBIANS AND GAYS.

The bizarre ruling of Judge
James Raot in the S&M trial
effectively outlawed all S&M
sex which involves any form
of wounding. The men were
tried following the seizing
of home videcs in 1987 as
part of Operation Spanner.

In November '90, Rant ruled
that "Consent is no defence!.
and on 19/12/90 eight men
were sentenced to prison
terms between 1 and 4} years,
This ruling clearly has ne
element of protecting pecple;
it's pure sccial centrol,the
imposition of their meoral
values on us. Are love-bites
now illegal?? The appeal is
expected later this year.

ANIMAL LIBERATION
WILL INCLUDE
SEXUAL LIBERATTION!

With Paragraph 16 of the
guidelines to the new Childrens
hct, the government showed how
thin is their pretence of
democracy, Having got the
Childrens Act passed they

proceeded to change its meanings

by issueing these guidelines to
its implementation which. state
"Ho-one has a8 ‘right' to be a
foster parent. 'Equal rights'
and 'gay rights' pelicies have

ne place in fostering services”.

The chvious intended efifect is
to bar lesbians and gays Erom
fostering. liowever intensive
campaigning resulted in the
paragraph being re-worded in
April, with the reference to
gay rights removed.

THE VIEWS OF CONTRIBUTORS

The Criminal Justice Bill
(published 8/11/90) is an
altogether repressive piece
of work,and includes c¢lauses
which will allow laonger
sentences for a number of
gay 'crimes'. Clause 2(2)b
gives powers for these
longer “deterrent" sentences
when it's "necessary to
protect the public from
serious harm Erom the
offender”, Clause 25 lists
the sexval crimes eligible,
Five of these (out of 11)
are gay,usually consensual,
victimless 'crimes':Indecency
between men, Solicitation by
a man; Procuring others to
commit homosexual acts;

"Living on the earnings of

male prostitution; and
Indecent assault cn a male.
Clause 3 obliges courts te
"take into account any
informatien ... relevant to
the cffenders attitude to 1i-
the offence, and his

physical and mental
condition", This may mean
that anyone not expressing
shame and regret for their
'crime' will get longer
sentences.

TO THIS NEWSLETTER ARE

NEWSLETTER

cartoons, thoughts, ideas, or anything else ...

NOT NECESSARILY THE VIEWS

OF LGEFM,

SUPPORT THE LESBIAN AND GAY FREEDOM MOVEMENT!
HELP US CAMPAIGN FOR SEXUAL LIBERATION.

COVER _PICTURE -+
thanks to Forum Magazine.

- Please send us your poems, articles, letters, pgraphics, news, reviews,
for the next newsletter,

Become a supporter by sending us your rame and address, along with £5 waged / £3 unwaged
cash or blank P/0 as we don't want a bank account, It's free if you really can't afford it.
For this you'll recieve the next 4 issues of the newsletter whenever they are produced,

and it will also help us with cests of our campaigr work.
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