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billboards reollnq Quilty ond hatlnq 
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• coult.1 <'Xt>n l comnlUnitit"s of color to join "!JI agt'nd,, and 
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/lge 21 

Is ...tuctive en.rgy had b<en pullina me cloody and I 
decklcd It woas du:.e for us to grt to know each other better. It 
w.u time 10 rewind our past and aeate • new lurure of just us 
tv.'O. Bxtr~b.ting the dividing lmet tn whic.h men would 
occu.py ... we didn't need them to mass-.gt yow sweet lips or 
c:h~ry sunrisE", I would le..un to tickle your (anc:y on my own 
ume making sure it was just right. nnd oh so consensual. And 
it w.u sexier than any Love making J had ever experienced. 
The best ore.asm can secretly be the one :1 womnn c:an give 
heuelf, e>pt'cially when it is by h"' own hondo. 

'·om rever~ing my sodolization and fmding the liberation th•t 
IMIII in r~ng my age at6 )'eirl whe:n I w;u told to stop •• .l 
am Je.arnmg to continue 

1 won ·r stop 

\0 



Holdlng you, c~resting you, chec.kh' g in on you to alert yo1..1 
t.hatl know you are there.. WewilJ h._ve our one on one 
quAlity time even if it mean.$ not dating for .A little wh.Ue. 
Retsublish a new relationship of trust. confidr in one 
anothn.llstm to one another. so this man.a not using my 
"PI'~ m..,go tmgo Ltundry dmrgont th•t rubs against you 
and arrlt;;J.tu you. ... even though I lovt the smdl o( it between 
you. This means, embr acing the awa of your insides .. ~it is the 
~ery natural part of me. This means lookfng at you crookedly 
m the mirror for sometime and telling you just how beautifuJ 
you 3J'C ••• and it makes you feel good. 

I want to relinquish the messages that this Jystern, that m~ 
has beell ln•tillccl in my brain th~L there is tomf'thing within 
you thot needs to b.! conquered, they have b.!en colonizlng my 
thoughts. my psyche working within me aaa.m..t you when 
uuth Is they r,.. you. They fear the de<p oce...s within you 
that come rush1ng downw..-d, your :lbilll:y to he&. reshapo 
and crt.~te. They fear the conu;action and ec~vumn of yow 
~artbt':lt aprtading wide-..,. rele<lSina, Me. 

L And tlu~y envy yout 

~ility t.o keep comiDg stronger and strongor each time when 
it is being done right. wbe:n you3.r~ touch~ rlgbL Your 

• ..:.-UI!S after the volemiC exploston has erupted 
erec::oon conu.• --~ th ounds 
..,;thin you spreadmg \ova ocr05s ev .. ,_.Ina atsurr 

you. 

And you don·t need th• penetration if you don't want 
to ... lhere are mulnple ways tQ keep your tunc pitched without 
even touching you. .. if "-"e conne<:t right.. t love you, and it 
took me <L.1mn near all my hft to rtcl~lm fO\J .11nd I c.aJl n ever 

look b•ck. 

My nfrvou.s system spre.ld nerves do 
electric shocks that jol·~ _ wn YOW' syrtem with the 

""' my spmal tapped 

II 



... as women "'e aren't supposed to brag about shit like that 
SMt th.t we c.m do for -..Iva that give us the validation 
.md prido that supersedes wb>t t1n>e ...,d lusU><y h .. broogbt 
rnt. Th~ oppression is the we1pon th~t I can tak.t down wbcn 
I uke prule in the butrerfl,.. th•t a~e ns.ng high from withm 
..,.., My freedom. I bre.ol< free in ~<molly from my sbvery 
breaking the ch.ms stored within my veins creumg new 
beg_inntng.s. new b~ines. new love ties connected with you 
and ro you. 

\'2.. 
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Are Political Labels l ncomputible with 
Humanity? 

1 am writing tltis es;ay beause I am a politieal 
human beang. B) poliricoll m~n that I do- suppon 
the current capit~list system we live under, l am 
dedicstcd to fighting all forms of oppreSSion. and I'm 
interested in Ull()()\-ering the """l oppressions interlock: 
colonialism with racism, sexism with lactcrosextSm, elc. 
B)• human being I mean I am sensith-e and intuith-e. I 
ha\'e moment.t; of fullness and ecstasy vtben I write or 
make love or just feel late-afternoon sunlight on my 
cheeks More often tban not, the ~llt} and imperfection 
inbel'f.'llt in m) humanity transttnds my political 
ideologies: behind m) public and highly assertive political 
persona lies somcthln& much softer and "lllner.th"', but 
<mnethingjust,.. mueb o pan of myself. This complex 
interplay of my various layers makes me hesitant to 
idcntily "ilh anyone pobtJcallabel. 

While terms like 'aoarchist' or 'femimst' or ·~ 
are polirieally charged nod arc u:.eful to unite people in 
these communities and around these issues, I feel that 

I they are also stark nnd skdetal. ~ don't take into 
attount the infinite nuance in every human being ond 
C\'ery commllllity. 

I For example, l do identil\· with much of "bal. 
•anan:b:bt• n1eans. CotJecth-e autonomy, no more sta1e 
policing, and decentralized non-hiernrchical society? 
Wonderful! llowe\-er, there are elem~nts oi anarch) I fed 
conflicted about Uke the use of 'iolence. Is violence 
n~. and when does 'iolenee agninst institutions 
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become violence against indhiduals? Is property-- - - - 1 
d•slruclion violence? And how do you expl31n to non- 1 
anarchists th3t violence can be good? That ,;olence o{ the I 
oppressed is not an offensi\'e attack (tboughtt may be a 
discrete explosi\'C episode), but rather a (>CDI-up reaction, I 
a lesllODSC to the culmination of years of st.1te· I 
perpetuated violence, oconomic ,;olen<:c, I 
institutionnli7.ed violence? furthermore, how do you 1 
account for the n1ajor demographic of sclf-idcntiJ'ied I 
anat·cbists (young, white, and usually middle class?) And I 
finally, after spend ing some time in u Zapnrista I 
community in Chiapns, I've come to see how the 
Zapatistas' indigenous culrure and its inherent I 
collect I\ it} contradict the indi,iduality of Western I 
anarchism. Because of all of tbese unce~t•inrics I have. I I 
am hesitant to call myself an 'anarchist', ultho<~gh maybe I 
technically. I am. 1 

The same goes for the word ' fcm inls t.' Again, at 
first glance, someone could easil)•labcl me a feminist. I 
fight for an end to sexism, equality between the sexes and 
among the genders, as well as cqu<~ity among all women, 
regardless of mce, class, sexuality, etc. llowever, the term 
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I l 
I I 
I I 
I I 
'feminist' is loaded wben one takes into account the l 
dominant IUtn·ativc of feminism in the US.1'he \<\'omen's l 
Liberation movemeol was not, as we a1·c oflcn lold, a l 
middle-doss white women's movement. Wotnell of color 1 
feminism emerged just as early as white women's lib 1 
group< and often focused muob more critically on 1 
interlocking forms of oppression. Jim,·evcr, they were 
often morginalired by tile KOW-style white liberal : 
feministogendas. But, we're not usually told this story, so 
we often pt'rceive "feminism' aco the exclusive reactionary I 
mo• emcnt tllat it wru •. And sometimes it's hnrd to l 
articulate whot 1cminisms' plural look liko in tile wake of 1 
the second wave. Only when we define fem inism as u 1 
>truggle to end all forms of oppression by utili• ing a 

I ge11dtt lens would J wholly identify with this term. \ 

I 1 
I /' l 
I 0 I 
I 1 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I My t·clationship with queerness is nn interesting 1 
1 c:a!=>~. "Queer'" a word I ha\·en'L come to embruce, for a \ 
ll number of •·oasons. First, I find it hard as an cxplorutot}', I 

creative, nnd nuid human be ing to scparntc my sexuality 1 
1 from U1c rost of my self. Why arc those who identify as 1 
1_2~% s~igh~~J!!.. fr~m _2>~P._:!!I~!!!!'!!!i!Y\ ~e~ _ -l 



lives ln thJs way? 1 am a 21~year-o1d woman whirling 
U1rougb life, taking up space h1 ways that feel rigbL. My 
sexuality is only o ne small part ofthis process. Jt's bard 
for me to just reach into my core and yank out my 
sexuality, to label it and categorize it and put it in a box. 
Also, L sometimes feel ' not queer enough' to embrace this 
term or to identify with 1 his community. J've recently had 
two experiences that mnde me feel this way. First, I was 
lhe target of an in~ensitive offhaod comment that made 
me fecllil<e my se~uality was devalued. Almost ns if I was 
just faking my attrAction to women and just 
experimenting with something I would later reject. 

~CCOnd instance h'as P<:"lrt f 
JS.<>ue, in which my ine~ o_ a rnuc~ more complicated 
r·elatiousbip exper-ience iortence '"-'lth womeJJ3 my lack of 
men was a factor in one w gene~aJ, and my attracHon to 
.me. n~'?Btt~e 1 don't ncces..;:~;H s not wanting to be with 
queer Jssupposed lob<> (and f. fit the model ofwJ,at 
how mudl queerness is measure~ hooestly a bit pissed at 
myself '>1th this id entity and II f)~ I hesJfate to I>J·osent 
OJJod. a o Jts expectations in 

J think what labels like 'ana1·chist' and 'femjnist' 
and 'queer· often do is limit us ";tl, a prescribed set of 
norms: dress, mannerisms, inte1·csts. And 1 think once 
this happens, these labels beoome kitsch. As Milan 
Kundera puts it in 1'ile Unbearable Lightness of Being, 
"kit•ch excludes everything from its purview which is 
ess~ntially una.oceptnbl~ in human existence." KiL~h ls a 
glossing over, a streamlining of huma nity tl1at I think 
sirnu1taucou.;;;ly unites and senNmeotnlizes. Wheo ·we 
become formulaic in o ur political identities, we lose o ur 



own individln'l humnnnc..c;s in lhc process - we lose what 
is unacceptable to that identity or tl>at hegemon. 

I think ·we\-e got to poy more attention what calls 
to our individual wuls - who we are, tender and intricate, 
deep down. One o f my favorite things to do these days is 
look at big lte<$ and think about how old they might be. 
what lhey Jived through, how far their roots extend into 
tl>e ground. I also love writing poetry and dancing cra~ily 
to Daft Punk "ith my wonderful housemates. !love 
drinking tea under my covers while cbilly Ann Arbor 
, .. ~nels beat n.gainst my , .. indO\\'S. ( loved the feeling of 
tilled earth under my feet when I worked on a farm this 
past May. Where d<~<.-s this oil fit in? These nre all just 
pieces of me, pieces o f me tbat make it almost impossible 
to label myself as Bll)tbing but just me. The$C are tho raw, 
bare, utterly human parts of myself and they don't fit into 
the boxes we've crc:.ted to clc:fme our political idcn\ itics. 
The>c boxes don't have the space to bold Lbe wholeness of 
me and you and everything we an•. 

It's hard to stay clear of labels in a totally 
categorized world. llut to succumb to them entirely is to 
confine our humanity. Ourcomple< humanity. And 
complexity is beaul'ifuJ. 
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