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WHITE PRIVILEGE: Peggy Mclntosh Addendum
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actice civil disobedience, dumpster dive, spraypaine,
smoke weed, ele. without excessively worrying about getting in

trouhle with the law because the staic docsn't assume | am a
thureal

o Whi |
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p-un.'l;, ([

* IU's casy for me as a feminist 1o dismiss rap music as
misogynistic without considerin

have no one comment on the race o my panneris)
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i Age 21

!Th: el e o 1ETEY had been F:ll..|.h|'.|.j,"r TN ||'.I-li-F'i}' and |
decided It was time for us to pet to know each other better. Tt
was time to rewind our past and create a new future of just us
two, Extrapolating the dividing lines in which men would
accupy...we didn't need them to massage your sweet lips or
cherry sunrise, | would learn to tickle your fancy on my own
time making sure it was just right, and oh so consensual. And
it was sexier than any love making 1 had ever experienced.
The best orgasm can secretly be the one a woman can give

herself, especially when it is by her own hands -
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Halding you, caressing you, checking in on you to alert you
that I know you are there. We will have our one on one
quality time even if it means not dating for a little while.
Reestablish a new relationship of trust, confide in one

another, listen to one another, so this means not using my
apple mango tango laundry detergent that rubs against you
and irritates you....even though I love the smell of it between
you. This means, embracing the aura of your insides...it is the
very natural part of me. This means looking at you crookedly
in the mirror for sometime and telling you just how beautiful
you are ...and it makes you feel good. :

1 want to relin the messages that this system, that man
hnhu“il:l my brain that there is something within
you that needs to be conquered, they hmhu:dmingmy
thoughts, my psyche working within me against you when
truth is they fear you They fear the deep oceans within you
that come rushing downward, your ability to heal, reshape
and create. They fear the contraction and expansion of your

i er and stronger
Ability to keep coming Strong .

ht, when you are touc ed
it is being done rig

erection continues after the v

don't want

‘And you don't need the penetration if you !
mm?::u are multiple ways to keep your tune pitched without
even touching you...if we connect right. | love you, and it
took me damn near all my life to reclaim you and 1 can never




...a8 Women we aren't supposed to brag about shit like that
Shit that we can do for ourselves that give us the validation
and pride that supersedes what time and history has brought
me. The oppression is the weapon that | can take down when
I take pride in the butterflies that are rising high from within
me, My freedom. | break free mternally from my slavery
breaking the chains stored within my veins creating new
beginnings, new bloodlines, new love ties connected with you
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Are Political Labels Incompatible with
Humanity?

I am writing this essay because 1 am a political
human being. By political | mean that [ do not support
the current capitalist system we live under, I am
dedicated to fighting all forms of oppression, and I'm
interested in uncovering the way oppressions interlock:
colonialism with racism, sexism with heterosexism, ete.
By hunan being 1 mean | am sensitive and intuitive, |
have moments of fullness and ecstasy when | write or
make love or just feel late-afternoon 5unl1,e;ht on my
cheeks. More often than not, the beauty and imperfection
inherent in my humanity transcends my political
idenlogies: behind my public and highly assertive political
persona lies something much softer and vulnerable, but
something just as much a part of myself. This complex
interplay of my various layers makes me hesitant to
identity with any one political label. —

| While terms like ‘anarchist’ or ‘feminist’ or ‘queer’
are politically charged and are useful to unite people in
these communities and around these issues, [ feel that
they are also stark and skeletal. They don't take into
account the infinite nuance in every human being and
every community. —

For example, | do identity with much of what
| ‘anarchist’ means. Collective autonomy, no more state
policing, and decentralized non-hierarchical society?
Wonderful! However, there are elements of anarchy | feel
. conflicted about. Like the use of violence. Is violence
necessary, and when does violence against institutions

0o
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become violence against individuals? |s property™ — — — — |
destruction violence? And how do you explain to non-
anarchists that violence can be good? That violence of the
oppressed is not an offensive attack (though it may be a
discrete explosive episode), but rather a pent-up reaction,
a response to the culmination of vears of state-
perpetuated violence, economic violence,
institutionalized violence? Furthermore, how do you
account for the major demographic of self-identified
anarchists (young, white, and usually middle class?) And
finally, after spending some time in a Zapatista
community in Chiapas, I've come to see how the
Zapatistas’ indigenous culture and its inherent
cdpull;divity contradict the individuality of Western
anarchism. Because of all of these uncertainties | have, 1
am hesitant to call myself an "anarchist’, although maybe
technically, I am.

The same goes for the word ‘feminist,” Again, at
first glance, someone could easily label me a feminist. |
fight for an end to sexism, equality between the sexes and
among the genders, as well as equality among all women,
regardless of race, class, sexuality, etc. However, the term
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‘feminist’ is loaded when one takes into account the |

dominant narrative of feminism in the US. The Women's |

Liberation movement was rmt, as we are often told, a |

middle-class white women's movement. Women of color |

feminism emerged just as early as white women’s lib |

| groups and often focused much more critically on 1

interlocking forms of oppression. However, they were |
often marginalized by the NOW-style white liberal

feminist agendas. But, we're not usually told this story, so |

we often pereeive “feminism’ as the exclusive reactionary |

movement that it was. And sometimes it's hard to |

articulate what ‘feminisms’ plural look like in the wake of |
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the second wave. Only when we define feminism as a
r struggle to end all forms of oppression by utilizing a
gender lens would 1 wholly identify with this term.

P
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My relationship with queerness is an interesting
case, "Queer” a word [ haven't come to embrace, for a
number of reasons. First, [ find it hard as an exploratory,
ereative, and fluid human being to separate my sexuality
from the rest of my self. Why are those who identify as
100% straight exempt from mm]mrrmt:nm!l:lng their

Bl il gy it e . e ——1
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lives in this way? [ am a 21-year-old woman whirling
through life, taking up space in ways that feel right. My
sexuality is only one small part of this process. It's hard
for me to just reach into my core and vank out my
sexuality, to label it and categorize it and put it in a box,
Alsa, 1 sometimes feel ‘not queer enough’ to embrace this
term or to identify with this community. I've recently had
two experiences that made me feel this way. First, [ was
the target of an insensitive offhand comment that made
me feel like my sexuality was devalued. Almaost as if I was
just faking my attraction to women and just

ex perinlﬁﬂntixgg with something | would later reject,

_}_, T hesitate ¢, Present
3 0L its expecty Hons ip

I think what labels like ‘anarchist’ and ‘feminist’
and ‘queer’ often do is limit us with a preseri bed set of
norms: dress, mannerisms, interests. And 1 think once
this happens, these labels become kitsch. As Milan .
Rundera puts it in The Unbearable Lightness of Being,
“kitsch excludes everything from its purview which is
essentially unacceptable in human existence.” Kitsch is a
glossing over, a streamlining of humanity that I think
simultaneously unites and sentimentalizes. When we
become formulaie in our political identities, we lose our
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own individual humanness in the process = we lose what
is unacceptable to that identity or that hegemon.

I think we've got to pay more attention what calls
to our individual souls = who we are, tender and intricate,
deep down. One of my favorite things to do these days is
look at big trees and think about how old they might be,
whal they lived through, how far their roots extend into
the ground. 1 also love writing poetry and dancing crazily
to Daft Punk with my wonderful housemates. 1 love
drinking tea under my covers while chilly Ann Arbor
winds beat against my windows. | loved the feeling of
tilled earth under my feet when | worked on a farm this
past May. Where does this all fit in? These are all just
pieces of me, pieces of me that make it almost impossible
to label myself as anything but just me. These are the raw
bare, utterly human parts of mysell and they don't fit into
the boxes we ve created to define our politieal identities.
These boxes don't have the space to hold the wholeness of
me and vou and evervthing we are.

It's hard to stay clear of labels in a totally
categorized world. But to succumb to them entire v 1 to
confine our humanity. Our complex humanity. And
complexity is beautiful.
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| use refigious or rmthological imagery & propct iy keals and dreama.
Thia kindl of imagary is a place of freedom where anything goes. [ie by |

the o that | am connected to all things and thus | like symbolsm that | | Y

reflects thet. For instance, | might soy, “rees ore thought by some o hli

the conduits batween the earth and hasvens " | think of this es the way
treen are my peychic sntannas thot ConnEct me L my Burroundings.

Wnary | rmawtion an ides ke tes for fun in pessing, | unforturetely foce @
lot of non-threstening epposton from people who cannot play with
Bngungs in this woy Thry sy somathing about how scencs bas proved
the can't be true. ghortly thersaftor, they probabiy rmention something
about Derwin. "There & no god.” they say snd €3 0 staternent that will not
. budge. However, | can help but think that & statarment that overrules
i 8 ona that i rooted in the false certainty of stareotypical masculinity.




The confessional / // e BxSMNing Moom

Eugorsce /// relgious taats ssed tor justication of 8 peopies
W‘

The caduceus Bs medical and relgeous symbol
Procreation as sole focus of sexuality
Dhsassion with hygene [morsl purity]

Prople = objects of & greater ideology
pm-mmmmwmm

Doctor /// priess: Male figures of authortative knowiege
Fajection of intuttion, selfknowledge & assartion of the dea that
indhichunls nead to ba TOLD how to fve theer lives

Lise of guilt

Nun /// irse

White gerbs
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