





“Straight Americans need... an education of the heart
and soul. They must understand - to begin with - how it
can feel to spend years denying your own deepest
truths, to sit silently through classes, meals, and church
services while people you love toss off remarks that
brutalize your soul.”

--Bruce Bawer, The Advocate, 28 April 1998



When I wasg 13, I, like most every girl my age, had a
| best friend (we’ll osll her Elle.) We spent almost all
of our free time together, wrote several-page-long
b notes to emch other that we passed when we met in
the school halls, wrote stories about what our lives
would be like when we grew up. We loved all the
same movies, all the same books, and some of the
same Iousic.

t I'd never thought that I might be a lesbian. T heard
& people in church talk about the dangers of the GAY
AGENDA and knew several pecple who were part of
the boyeott against Disney for their support of
} homosexuality, but I'd never known any gay people
ot seen them on TV or read about them in books.
They were like these mythelogical creatures who ran

RE ALIZED I :1;1;1;.%1;& far hiads causing all manmer of sinful,
LIKEGIRLS. ~

AND WHY I began to realize, though, that every time Elle had a

( boyfriend {(snd she had A LOT of them,) I got

I’M immensely jealous. Bven if he was someone who had

always been a good mutual friend, I would begin to

SURPRISED resent him. It wasn’t just that Elle was spending less

time with me, or that I felt left out. I wanted to
I DIDN!T hold her hand like they did. 1 wanted her to look at
thi he looked at them. I ted to kiss b
REALIZE ;eodb;ewz'iejl ew:Oalz l:ft a:m:she :::; of ;he i:ff}l:u'::;
SOONER.) .

I did get to kiss her. Severa] times, actually, at my 18% birthday party after
everyone else had fallen asleep. It was beautiful. ’

I wrote her a love letter the next day, explaining how I’d felt about her the past
couple of the years,

But my family moved away that sumuper, so nothing came of it.

T decided the new town would be a fresh start. T never told anyone about Elle or
that I thought I might be a lesbian. I faked crushes to feel .included when my
friends started talking about such things, but mostly I completely ignored any
gexual agpect of myself, Being a devout Christian made it casy to pass off my



disinterest in boys ag wanting to avoid temptation because I was saving myself for
marTiage,

I gpent o lot of time being angry at God for whatever had made me like girls, and
a lot of time being angry at myself for being unable to change that. Through & long
process that I don’t have room for here, I eventually came to accept myself as a
lesbisn and got up the courage to come out to my friends and {most) family a
couple of years ago. I'm much happier and far more confident in myself as an out
lesbian than I ever was while trying to be straight.

I’m not your stereotypical lesbian. I love dresses and pink and Jane Austen. I
don’t hate men, nor am I afraid of them. I think spoxts are the most boring thing
on the face of the planet.

Looking back, I think it’s funny that I didn’t start wondering about myself sooner.
When I was young, my faverite part of my faverits movie (Disney’s Peler Pan) was
when they visited the mermaids because I thought they were so beautiful. I always
obsessed over female characters in movien the way my friends obsessed over N*Sync
members. I always stared too long at the pictures of women on the covers of
magazines in the grocery store, though I always thought it was out of curiesity
about what my own body would becoms gomeday.

80 I den’t Temember ever choosing to like girls. It’s just how things always were.
It’s what felt natural. It wasn’t until I was told that it was wrong that I felt like
I should be different. «

I was Jucky that while T was at Harding I had friends and roommates who were
open-minded and didn’t care at all when I came out. It didn’t change anything
about the friendships I already had. I'm lucky that I have a mom and sisters who
still consider me family (though I'm worried sbout how my dad will react, and my
brothers are too young right now.) I know not everyone is as fortunate as I am in
that.

My hope is that Harding will become a place where everyone is able to have the
love and support that I did. I hope that someday people will be accepted as they
are and not expected to change or deny themselves of happiness. Harding has
started taking those steps, and I hope they’ll continue to progress in a direction
that will benefit all students.

You are beautiful as you are.
You can be happy as you are.
You can be loved as you are.



Tm just me

Who am 1?7 Pm a daughter, a friend, a sister, a girl, a woman, a
Auman Geing, a lover qf art, oﬁ peace, (:f compassion, a Christ
follower...oh yeah, and T'm gay. What does that mean? Really it
means that P'm no different than anyone efse. At least not more
different than anyone else. It means that 7 hope to meet a woman
someday who will [augh with me, cry with me, grow with me, build a
family with me, and love me uncomﬁtionaff_y for the rest of our lives.
But that’s not what my life is all about. T want to give back. Twant
to love people and to help people love themselves and love others. Tm
no different from anyone else.

Unfortunately it took me years to realize that. Years of thinking 1
was aﬁsgusting, weird: smyiaﬁ Years qf wondéring wﬁ_y 7 couldn’t just
be fike everyone else. Isn't tﬁatﬁmny? Who wants to be fust [ike
everyone else? And how can 1 be just {ike everyone else when people
are so different? 9 finally understood that 1 was not this
“homosexual” that was Eemg condemned ﬁ’om every yuﬁait, street
corner and {iving room couch in the Bible Belt. Tm no prostitute and
Tve certainly never tried to rape any angels—or anyone else for that
matter. The tﬁings taugﬁt to us E'y old, straigﬁt men are a comyﬁzte
misunderstanding of the queer world. There’s as much (or more)
diversity in the LGBT community as there is anywhere else. Every
race, gender, political party and religion has its gay members. From
those cfancing naked in the street at Pride, to the _pastor in the
community church, to the Muslim imam down the voad.
Conservative, fiberal, Buddhist, Mormon, G—ﬁ’ndu—_you name it, And
yeah, we queer folk like sex just as much as the next straight person,



but we aren’t and shouldn’t be d'eﬁned’ Ey sexuaﬁ'ty. Q\/ly ﬁ_’ﬁz is about

way more than that.

So ﬁnaffy 1 Eegan to accept all of this and knew 9 needed to talk to
someone. 1 told some people 1 knew would still love me afterward. The
funny thing is, even though 1 knew they would still love me, it took
two hours of meaningless talk to be able to say it out loud. Most of
the people 9 first told just kind of smiled and said “1 figured.” And of
course they still loved me. Soon 9 had this great group of people
encouraging me. 1 got enough confidence to finally tell my parents.
Th hey, too, already had some idea that this might be coming, but
there was no smile on their face when they said so. “We were afraid o
this.” “Tm very disappointed.” 1 still can’t figure out why in the
world they are disappointed. 1 haven’t done anything wrong. Unless
honesty is wrong. Thankfully the initial conversation (if you could
call it that) was not the end. 1 think that we're closer because of my
honesty, actually. Tm blessed enough to have parents who may not
understand everyrﬁing, but are witﬁng to try. 1 wish everyone were s
fortunate.

—(C--



TOXIC TEACHINGS: REFLECTIONS ON THE
CURRENT STATE OF ANTI-GAY DOGMA WITHIN
THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST AND HARDING

'[THIE FOLLOWING ARE ENTRIES FROM MY PERSONAL jOURNAL FROM WHEN | WAS iN HIGH SCHOOL AND AT HARDING
AND ALSO EXCERPTS FROM A (URRENT HARDING COURSE PACKET DESIGNED WRITTEN BY PROFESSOR, [OE BRUMFIELD-
FOLLOWLD BY MY COMMENTARY ]

Regarding conversations with oy \leU\‘th minister in high school after
being baptized. Januar\f 18, 2006

HE SAD [ SHOLLD BE HOFING FOR THE DAY WHEN FAM ATTRACTED TO WOMEN AMD CAN FUR THER
PURSUF RELATIONSHIPS WiTH THEM. I BELIEVF HE S RIGHT, BUT ITS VERY FRUSTRATING RIGHT
AOW., DESIRING AND HOPING FOR THESE RELA TIONSHIPS iV THE FUTURE BUT NOT EXPERIENGING
SIGNS OF MOVING COMPLETFLY IN THAT DIRFCTION. BASICALLY, | DON'T WANT TO BF LONFLY All
OF My LifE,

Notes after theraP\,J session at Harehng. Cetober 24 2006

TNFED TO MAKF THS DECISION Wi 60 THROLGH WiTH THIS OR NOT, IF SO INEED TO
TRLLY COUNT THE COST AAD REALIZE THAT THIs WL COST ME. i YES, THAT I FOR SURF
WANT TO PURSUE MY LIFE AS A GODLY PERSON WITH HIM ABOVE AlL FLSE:

- WOLLD HAVE TO SEE MYSELF AS HETFROSEXUAL

-FVERY TIME FAM ATTRACTED OR WANT TO LOOK AT ANOTHER GUY | WOULD HAVE TO SAY

"NO. § AM A HETEROSEXUAL AND 1 DO NOT HAVE THESE DESIRES, THEY ARENOT NATURAL ” §
WOLLD COMPLETELY HAVE TO CAPTURE MY THOUGHTS, DENY THEM, AND AEVER INTEAD TO
PURSUE OR CONTINVE THESE THOUGHTS

Excerpts from Dr. Joe Brumfields Christian Home course Packet.

“Help For Relationsh'upsz Mate selection, marriage, fam'\\\{ bu’nHing. and

counselin_q“ ExPancJecJ 2011 Edition (HAHAHA 1.0L)
Pacrs 118-121, srcrion TiTieD "HOMOSEXUALITY: HOW CAN IT BF PREVENTFD

IT 1S POSSIBLE IN MANY OR MOST CASES TO PREVENT HOMOSEXUALITY
¢ DEVELOPMENTAL GAPS IN PARENT CHILD RELA TIONSHIP ARE SEEN
* A CHED WHO IS SFCURE IN THEIR GENDER IDENTITY GIVES BEST ASSURANCE OF
HETEROSEXUAL DEVELOPMENT IATER
*  DeVELOPMENTAL ROOTS oF HOMOSEXUALITY TYPICALLY !



©  Boy #AS T0 IDENTIFY WITH FATHER AND DISIDENTIEY WITH MOTHER AT
EARLY STAGE
© AT 15-18 MONTHS (GENDER IDENTITY PHASE)
= MOTHER HAS TO SUPPORT HIS BECOMING A MAN - AOT HOLD
BOYS T00 TIGHTLY
B FATHER AND SON BOND-  HE Wil NOT MAKE A FANTASY
ATTEMPT TO COMECT WATH THE MASCLLINE
s PATHOLOGCAL GRIUMS TAMCES OF HOMOSEXUALITY !
o DAD IS DISTANT, GONE, ALCOHOLIC, WON T BOND WATH A SENSITIVE, NOV
ATHLETIC SON- OR AR TISTIC SOV
o WHENDAD COMES HOME FROM WORK IF SON IS HAPPY TO SEE HIM DAD
MAKES HIM FEFL HAPPY IF DAB IS AFFIRMING NO PROBLEMS LIKFLY WITH
SON BECOMING HOMOSEXUAL
*  (ERTAIN SioNS OF PRE HOMOSEXUALITY
O RIPEATEDLY STATED DESIRE TO BE OTHER SEX OR ACT LIKE OTHER SEX
C©  STRONG PREFERENCE FOR (ROS5S DRESSING OR PRETENDING T0 DRFSS LIKE
OTHER GEADER
©  STROAG AMD PERSISTEACE DESIRE FOR OPPOSITE ROLES

SivGEE MOTHERS: CUB SCOUTS AMD MALE SUNDAY SCHOOL GLASS IS NOT ENOUGH TO HELP A BOY
REACH A (LFAR GEADER IDENTITY © THF BOY MUST HAVE ONF SALIENT {GOOD AND STRONG) MAN
WHO TAKES A SPECIAL INTEREST IV HIM- ONE MALE GHOOSES HIM --/MEN: FIND THOSE
FATHERLESS BOYS AND INVITE THEM TO GO FISHING. PLAY CATCH WiTH HIM - ESPECIALLY THE
QUIFT BOY IV THE BACKGROLAD.. .. THE ONE IN THF BACKGROULND - HE IS THE ONF WF HAVE TO 6O
AFTER

DAD, TAKE THE BOY OUT OF THE HOUSE jUST YOU AND HE WRESTIF WiTH HiM - MFEDS
FHYSICALITY - TUCK M INAT NIGHT - TELL HM STORIES ABOUT YOLR YOUTH - PRAY WITH
HIM - TURN THE LIGHT OUT. ENTICE THE BOY A\WAY FROM THAT SUPER BOMD WITH MOM -
COME ON KiD. BEING A MANES FUN - M OM SHOLILD NOT INTERFERE - DONT GET IV THE WAY OF
THE FATHER SON RELA TIONSHIP

IMPLICATIONS OF HAVING A SCHOOL COLNSELOR S4Y TO CONFLSED KiD " YOU MUST ACCEPT THIS -
YOU WHI At WAYS BE THIS WAY - T GUESS YOU HAVE A GAY GEAE” - JUNK DAMAGES KiD. GAY
Witl BECOME THEIR IDENTITY IF FED, CONARMED  ON THE AET, ETC. CALIFORNIA SCHOOES ARE
DOING THIS iV KINDERGAR TEN. OM.Y 2% OF POPLLATION 5 GAY - BUT iT WiLL BECOME 10%
BECALSE SOGETY IS RAPIDLY LAYING THE FOLADA TRON,












gotten the gun. It was wnder my dorm room bed. Would I really end up
just like my uncle, dead and exposed for his shame? The Greek God
had gotten a girl. Judas. I felt betrayed. I needed help. I meeded
him. My dreams of love ended as counselors told me T would alone for
the rest of my life, but that T should take comfort in God. God has
abandoned me. I want to love and be loved by another. Father, Father
why have you forsaken me?

20: I was broken. I looked down. I was on my knees in the snow. I
couldn’t feel my legs. My feet were raw, cold, and beginning to
bleed. My heart was beating strikingly slow. I had wondered out of my
dorm and into Harding Park. I want the Greek God to find me. Pick me
up and hold me. T lay with my face down in the snow. I was cursed
with a detestable sin. I didn't ask for this. Take this away, please,
I beg you. I'm on my knees in my blood. If my blood cannot atone for
my desire, let me know what else to do. Will only death bring me
salvation? Fuck you God. You have left me alone, to die here in the
SNOW.

21: 1 fled to the Middle East. I was bitter and angry with God. I was
angry and I wanted answers. I guessed I might find it in the land of
the Bible. What T found was Tommy. An Australian. He was flirting
with me in a bar. A bar for queers, queens, and trannies. We rode
bikes along the Sea of Galilee and swam around nude, sorry Jesus. He
gave me a book that would change my life. It was an interpretation of
seripture like I had never seen before. It showed how the Bible was
not as condemning of gay sexuality as I had always heard it. Then he
brought me to a minister who was both gay and Christian. I spent
hours talking to the both of them. I felt like new life was rushing
into me like water rushing into a stream. I over-flowed with joy. T
didn't have to compromise my faith to be who I was. I didn’t do
anything wrong. I didn’t ask for this but God had given me a gift;
good news for others like me to hear.

22: I felt alive and full of passion. I came out to my friends, my
parents, my church. Everyone. I couldn’t contain it anymore. It burnt
like a fire in my belly. I lost some friends and a lot of respect,
but I didn’t need it anymore. My closest friends supported me
unconditionally. The Truth had set me free. It has opened a new
chapter for my life. It is not a neat little package but freedom to
doubt, questioning, love, exploration and permission tc be weak. I
don't have all the answers but I don’t need them anymore. Faith is
not about answers or strength. Faith is us on our knees, broken, weak
and full of questions. Like Jacob at Bethel, we must wrestle with
God. When we triumph cur name becomes Israel.



My Experience at Harding

Let me tell you about myself from before | came to Harding.

When | made the decision to be baptized back in 5" grade, |
remember very clearly thinking as we stood for the invitation song, “If | do
this now, | have to stop liking boys.” That’s honestly the only thought I had
before | walked down the aisle.

But | very quickly ran into a problem: | didn’t stop liking boys. They
only got more attractive. | fought with myself for years about it, | can’t tell
you the number of nights | went to bed begging God to give me the strength
to change.

Reader, | assure you, | tried. | defy anyone who says that | didn’t try
hard encugh. | prayed, | fasted, | got involved in youth groups of at least 4
different churches. | was a very vocal member in the online community —any
time | saw a religious section of a forum, | had the Biblical answers to all of
their problems, the worst of which was homosexuality. | even had a couple of
girlfriends for a while just because | thought the experiences would help turn
me. | wanted nothing more than to stop sinning. Unfortunately, | became a
very secretive, angry, emotionally unstable person because | was carrying
this terrible burden.

And then, one summer, | realized something that had been said to me
in countless Bible classes and sermons: God always answers prayers, but
sometimes He says no.

That may sound like blasphemy to vou, me saying that God wouldn’t
help me change so He must be okay with this, but | honestly can’t think of
any other explanation. And truthfully, that realization brought about a much
happier, more satisfied person than had been in the years prior. Not only that,
but | was also able to grow a lot spiritually. Christians will often point to
lives like mine and say, “Look! Being gay makes you miserable!” But |
promisc you, the misery didn’t come from being gay. The miscry came from
trying to be straight.

All of that leads to me coming to Harding. | began the coming out
process my first semester of freshman year. It was after my first really bad
break up — vou know, the kind that leaves you miserable for months on end,
and none of your friends really want to be around you because you’re doing
and saying the craziest things... Honestly, if it hadn’t happened, | wonder



how long it would have been until | came out more. | came out to a friend
who had sort of dropped hints that she was okay with it. That was December.
I didn’t come out to anyone else until May, and after that, probably December
again.

Needless to say, I’'m extremely careful about coming out. In my
mind, the worst thing that could happen would be the other person putting on
a pathetic face, saying the words, “I’ll pray for you...” and then never
speaking to me again. | don’t want to be praved for. | appreciate that you
want for me to be straight, and that you want it for me so much that you’ll
take it to God. But as | saw it a few years ago, no one on earth could have
wanted it more than me, Surely God would answer the prayer of the person
who wanted it answered most, and | prayed about it for years.

Being gay is always tough in the kind of environment where you're
not 100% sure whether the person you're coming out to will accept you, pity
you, or report you. You learn how to bring up your private life — either with
changed pronouns or not at all. | don’t know whether I’ll be able to keep
some of the friends I’ve made while at Harding simply because they’ll never
get to know the real me.

Ifthere’s anything | need right now, it’s to know that my fellow
students don’t hate me. We need it. We need people who aren’t afraid to say
that they’ll love us no matter what. We’re in a place that hides us behind lies
{an action that we’re supposed to fight against as Christians, | think). We're
scared that our peers will abandon and shun us, scared that our college
experience is going to be horrendous and miserable, scared, if for no other
reason, that we’ll be forced to choose between being with someone we
genuinely love and doomed to spend an eternity in hell, or choose to be with
Christ, but be alone and miserable for the rest of our life on earth,

That’s what life in the church, life at Harding has taught me, reader. |
tried for years to be just like you and [ failed, and my brothers and sisters in
Christ have taught me that that means | must live alone for the rest of my life,
I am to remain cclibate — no, cven farther, | am to become ascexual, because
even my desire to be with a man dooms my soul to hell. | am to delicately
avoid the questions “Do you have a girlfriend?” and “When are you getting
married?” until I'm put in a nursing home — put there by my siblings or
nieces and nephews, rather than the children | can never have. My brothers
and sisters have taught me that that is my fate, and until | hear otherwise
from the ones who will love me, | must assume that you all feel this way.

And that is why we must hide. That is why we need you. -P






Sodom and...Gibeah

(I wanted to quote Genesis 19:1-11, but it’s too long, so. Go get your
Bible. I'm going to reference that passage some.)

Ah, Sodom...The perfect go-to example for Christians who stand
against homosexuality: a story of a town full of nothing but homosexuals who
immediately burn for their lugtful desires... Because that’s what it is, right?

I won't say that it’s not. But I will point out these things:

Can we agree that at least one sin of sexual immorality at Sodom was
gang rape? I mean, forget for a moment about the gay sex., Gang rape is
sexually immoral, yves? If we can agree, I'd like to point out that the
motivations of rape are more commonly associated with anger or power and
control than sexual satisfaction. Tell me if this sounds reasonable - would a
haughty people (Ezekiel 16:50) think that they had so much power that they
would want to prove they have control over any visitor that stopped by?

Speaking of sexual satisfaction, 1sn't it strange that Sedom was the only
city in the history of the world to produce an entire population of
homosexuals? Even today, in the liberal culture you're living in, the highest
percentage of LGBTQ people in a metropolis is about 15%. Couldn't it be
possible that most, if not all, of the men were, in fact, straight? They had
young and old men. It's totally possible that some of the old men were the
fathers of the young men, suggesting that they'd had at least one sexual
encounter with a woman...right? Forget about the fact that these angels took
the form of men. If they had been women, do you think the situation would
have turned out any differently? Consider the eerily-similar story of Gibeah
{Judges 19) before you answer.

And what about the angels? Hypothetically speaking, if you had a group of
men trying to break into your house and your options for appeasing these
men are your two virgin daughters or spiritual beings sent to yvou from God,
which would you offer up first?

Most importantly, loock at Lot's reason for keeping the men from the
angels in verse 8! “Only do nothing to these men, for they have come under
the shelter of my roof” Incidentally, it’s the very same reason given in the
Gibeah account. Isn't that strange? He begs the men not to do that wicked
deed (which he knows is wicked, v.7) to the angels not because they're men,
but because they're guests. Wouldn't Lot cry out against the wickedness of
gay sex over the fact that he’s got company?

But, no, T won’t say that the story isn’t about God judging a city of gays.
-P



Many good people build their case against homosexuality almost entirely
on the Bible. These folks value scripture and are serious abouf seeldng
its guidance in their lives. Unfortunately, many have never really
studied what the Bible does and doesn't say about homosexuality. We gay
and leshian Christians take the Bible seriously, too. Peogle, both gay and
straight, are figuring out there are flaws in the old paradigm of
understanding biblical sexual ethics including homosexuality. In
convinced the Bible has a powerful message for queer Christians as well
for straight Christians. But its not the message of condemnation we so
often hear.

We must be openl to new truth from Scripture. Many faithful followers of
Christ and the church as a whole have changed their minds on issues. Tt
took a sheet lowered from the slky with animals in it for Peter to see new
truths about Jewish law. The church use to defend slavery using
scripture; now that thought is unaccerptakle. Even if we think the Bible
iz infallible, it is dangerous to think that cur understanding is without
fault

The Bible is a text about Cod, not a handbook on sexuality. It is a story
about a God and his love for his people. It was never intended to be a
book about sexuality. Certainly it has something to teach us about love
and commitment but not aboul orientation. In fact the Bible accepts
sexual practices that we condemn and condemns practices that we accept
According the Deuteronomy if & bride is not a virgin she should he stoned
221321) and leviticus forbids a married couple to have sex when the
woman is having her pericd (1819 Mark says that if 2 husband dies
without a child the wife must sleep with his brothers until a child is
born (121527, We certainly do not agree with these sexual ethics. The
Bible also say that prostitution is legal for men but not women and many
of our greatest herces of the Bible had more then ohe wife. Traditional
marriage as the evangelical right would like to force on everyone doesn't
even evist in the Bible. Jesus and Paul never married, Abraham fathered
children with women other then his wife, and Jacob married both Rachel
and Leah.

We miss the power of the stories if we are debating what they "say' about
sex. 'Ibs about Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve!' I hear often this claim
against camecex. The power of this ctory is just as true for Adam and
Eve a5 Adam and Steve. Tt 2 story about how God created the world and it
was good.  Some want to suggest that because this story says it was
natural that a2 man and 2 woman come together to create life that
homosexuality must be unnatural. What does this say about other recple
who cannot produce childrer: single men and women, couples that cannot
bear children, clder couples, or ohes that chose not to have kids? Or the
story of Sodom. We know the sin of Sodom and it was not gay sex-crazed
men. Ezekiel 164849 tells us that the sin of Sodom was injustice fe the



poor and inhospitality toward the foreigner. Sodomites are the people
who build bigger homes, buy better cars and forsake their needy brothers
and sisters. The rape in the story is & historical act common to the time
Tt was common for thieves and bullies to assert power over thelr "enemies’,
in this case the angels, by raping them This was a dehumanizing act
about control and power, not about sexual orientation.

The two biggest passages that are used unfairly towards homosexusality
are found in Leviticus and Romans. _ets tale Leviticus first ILeviticus
says that "it is an abomination for a man to lie with another man, his
blood should ke upon him'' 2013 leviticus was a holiness code for only
the priests of Israel to follow. It included prohibitions against round
hadr cuts, tattoos, worldng on the Sabkath, wearing garments of mixed
fabrics, and eating pork (Ch, not the bacon! T was an abomihation to do
any of these things. “t was an abomination to eat pork and o sleep with
men. The Hebrew word TCEBAH (mbomination in English) means something
eustomarily offensive in a certain time, place, and for certain people. In
this case a priest in ancient Israel. But why was gay sex seen as an
dhomination? The Jews were & small nation trying to populate a country.
They had many enemies and were outnumbered. any act that was seen as
wasting a seed (it was believed that only the male sperm had what made a
child, the woman was just an incubator) was seen as wrollg. S0
masturvation and pulling out of the vagina before ejpculation and
homosexuality was seen as a sin

NMow for Romans 1:2527. Paul describes non-Jewish women who "exchange
natural use for unnatural" and non-Jewish men who 'lust for one another
and leave the natural use of women, working shame with each other™
Pretty clear right? Homo sex is wrohg Lets look at this more closely.
Paul is writing this letter to Rome after his missionary tour of the
Mediterranean On his journey Paul had seen great temples budlt teo honor
Aphrodite, Liana, and other fertility gods and pgoddesses of sex and
passion instead of the one true God the apostle honors. Apparently, these
priest and priestesses engaged in some odd sexual behaviors - including
cactrating themselves, drunken orgies, and having sex with femple
prostitutes both male and femmle, a1l to honor the gods of sex and
pleasure. There is hothing wronhg with pleasure, even sexual pleasutre, but
when we are out of contrel and live (worship) for pleasure, then that
becomes our God. We are now serving the dods of sex and pleasure This
story is not about homosexuality as samesex committed couples. It is a
story about God and his desire to be our only God. It is a story about the
danger of idolatry.

The only other place in the llew Testament that might seem as though it
condemns homosexuality is in a list of sin in 1" Corinthians &9 and 17
Timothy 11C. Ih a list of sins Paul includes fornication, theft, idolatry,
witcheraft, whoring drunkenness. He also includes malokols and






GWEER SPIRVTUALITY,
OR, ONE OF THE MANY REASONS I'M LACKING IN \T
THANKS TO HARDING AND THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST

I grew up in a conservative, religious family. My grandfather has
been a preacher in the Churches of Christ for as long as | can
remember, my father is a deacon, brother a song leader, mother a
Sunday School coordinator, etc. For some reason | never really liked
church, never really grasped on to the whole God thing. Of course as
| grew older | realized this was mostly because | was gay and felt a
complete lack of connection with anyone in the church and with the
Bible’s teachings. Somehow, and I'm still a little unsure how this even
happened, | decided in high school to become a Christian and be
baptized. Let’s just say it was a very strange time in my life. Shortly
thereafter | went to Harding, thinking that being in an explicitly
Christian community would provide me the answers and safety that |
needed to get rid of this gay thing and to become a zrue Christian.
BOY/GIRL WAS | WRONG

3 SWI NGS FOR A CURE Aside from feeling completely

unsafe and full of anxiety at
T Harding because of heing gay,
- Es perhaps what hurt the most in
-3 terms of being able to [safely,
confidently) grapple with
questions of God and
spirituality was Harding's/the
Church’s/authors’/ teachers’
construction of homosexuality
as a “struggle” of same-sex
= . attraction/desire. And what |
i F_ mean by that is this: my
identity as a gay man is not a
“struggle” of desire or
‘ \ attraction, and | certainly don’t
kML ' need YOU to try and convince
= me that it is. Listen here. If I'm
struggling with something I'm more than happy to own up to that
and work through it, and | might even ask for your help or advice or
support. But until | do, your labeling of my identity and experience as
inherently a struggle is incredibly disempowering and strips me of
any personal agency. “Struggle” implies the need to overcome. And if
my sexual identity turns out to be something that needs conquered
and changed, I'll be the first to admit it. Until then, I'm doing just fine,
thank you. -K







30 What's thhe
L& DZAL!

with pecple being gay, but why do they have to
make such a big deal about it2"

It's important for us to make "a big deal” about
it because we live in a society that does. It is
still too common to hear news stories of people
being physically attacked for being LGETQ. Last
fall saw a string of teen sulcides across America
all related to gay bullying. In some cases the
kids weren't even out as gay, Just perceived as
so by their peers who thought that was a reascon
to bully them.

Visibility and coming out are important to the
gueer community because of issues like bullying
and human rights. The more people are honest and
open about who they are, the more people will
realize that we're . really not that different

from each other. Hopefully, with that realization
the bullying and oppression will end.

We don't make a big deal out of it to make you
uncomfortable. We don't make a big deal out of it
to make ourselves seem special. We dontt make a
big deal cut of it to shove it down vour throats.

We make a bif deal out of it because it is all

to often a matter of life and death. 533¢uﬁ11?5



No safe space

The closet is oppressive. It’s suffocating. The constant fear of people
fimfing out, womﬁzring who will still {ove you and who will try to
make you misevable is enough to drive any normal person to
desperate measures. Harding is that environment. They advertise
(about once a year) this Integrity Ministries thing where you can go
and, if they accept you, be open with a small group of people. 1t’s nice
to have a few people to talk to, but yow're still hiding. Yow're still
wonoﬁzring what teachers, ﬁiemﬂfs, and churches would think. And
that’s only if they think yow're fixable enough to even bother talking
to you in the first place. T was told once by a well-meaning higher-up
in the HU community that 1 could talk to them about anything
regarding this issue. Well, unless Td actually had sex. Then 74 get
kicked out. T understand that ‘J’-[arcfing has rules, but this is not
hefpful. Now 1 not only feel as though 1 can’t trust any of my
Christian brothers in the Student L“g"e oﬁ%e, but 1 }aroﬁaﬁfy can't
trust any of those Harding-paid counselors either! And who knows
which professors are safe? Better not say anything on facebook or
twitter. Tn fact, you should probably just continue suffocating in
that closet of yours. 3t’s safer that way.

One of G—(arcﬁng’s Christian Home textbooks discusses the issue
briefly. The section includes “research” presented by NARTH
(National Association qf Research and T ﬁemyy @C ‘J-ﬂ)mosexuaﬁty).
This organization is known to have distorted the research of
NUMEFOUS ysycﬁofogists. One quote comes ﬁ'om a prominent 1960s
researcher. 1960s. C{f we tried to pass that oﬁf as academic in a tmfy

academic institution, we'd be ﬂqaugﬁec( out of the classroom. There is



onfy one “exyfanation” given for a child Eeing 4ay: a poor
Tefationsﬁya with his fatﬁe'r. There is on[_y one line dedicated to
fesbians. This does not apply to me at all. So no, 7 do not feel “safe”
in the ty)aica[ ’J—(ard'ing environment. ‘1 fee( o{isregardéaf, written oﬁ:

Well, forget safety, 7 want to breathe! Twant a full fife, without
worrying about who will stifl want to be around when they know the
real me. So T'm taking that life, like it or not, However, the church
really needs to think about what it's doing to the LGBT community.
The church bears most of the responsibility for those of us who no
longer feel we belonyg there. We are being shoved out. We have to
decide between who we are and what they want us to be. There is no
compromise. If we don’t want to lose everything we have ever known,
we have to conform to their idea of what God wants for us. 9 won’t
even go into all of the fiypocrisy of the self-proclaimed fiteralists who
onfy take certain verses literally, because that's not the point here,
but just remember that we ave not God and cannot presume to know
everytﬁing yerfecrfy. We are wiffing to compromise on some issues,
but not others. Harding and other communities need to realize what
they are doing to people. You can onfy stuff us into our respective

closets for 50 fong. There is on[y so much a person can take.

(-



STAND UP
SPEAK OUT

Queers need safe spaces to exist and thrive, too!

It tock me abeut a full year before coming out to anyone at Harding. It
was my best friend at the time and the person I ended up living with the
following year. He was incredibly receptive and supportive- didn't
question if 1 was actwally gay, didn't pull cut his bible, wasn't scared
I was trying to get in his pants, etc. Overall, a great experience.
Eventually I came out te 2 or 3 others, all had similar reactions and
were supportive. I was even somewhat out te a professor In my
department-they were wonderful, never feeling the need to intervene and

fix me but rather assumed I could handle things just fine on my own,

These people and these spaces of security were crucial for me and I know
they're crucial for other lgbt folks. Without these (with the exception
of my therapist) I would have gone way more inszne than I already did at
Harding. All this to say, I'm confident that there are many mare people
than cne would think at Harding who heve a critical view of sexuality
and who are/would be suppertive of queer classmates. This goes against
what one might think in terms of the religious and political climate of
Harding but I think it’s true.

So, if you're one of these people who can actively support, encourage,
and listen to a gay or lesbien friend, do that! Actively create
supportive and safe environments for individuals on your campus who are
terrified of coming out because they Tear rejection from a crazy,
religious right. Prove them/us wrong. I know you're out there. Be vocal.
Speak up in class and question the anti-gay teachings and comments that
happen so reqularly. Tell that person down the hall in your dorm that
"faggot" isn’t a Tunny word. Speak up and befriend that one bullied kid
in your dorm. Before we can come out and feel safe and supported we need
YOU to come out and provide us the safe, loving space to do that. -K
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WHY DO THEY HAVE TO SHOVE IT DOWN
OUR THROATS ALL THE TIME?

Let’s be honest, reader. You’ve probably heard someone say something to
the effect of “ Wiy do they always have to push their gay agenda so loudly?” You
may even be the kind of person who’ll say that about this very zine.

The idea of shoving an idea down someone’s throat is pretty graphic. It's
almost rape-like. It reminds me of a scene from some sci-fi movie where the evil side
is force-feeding the good guy a mind-controlling slug so that he’ll tell the truth. What
this would suggest is that we’re always in situations where we have to fight the other
side to the death so that we don’t spew out the same nonsense they are, But
truthfully, I don’t usually feel that’s the case when people say that. Usually, they’re
Jjust hearing (not in a conversation about, just hearing) an idea that they disagree
with.

People disagree about virtually everything. No topic is safe, be it the way a
country should be run or the best combination of pizza toppings. The problem is that
we don’t flip out when we see a stranger eating a pear and gorgonzola pizza. But, if
we see a gay couple walking down a street holding hands, or (for maybe a more
relevant-to-Searcy example) watch an episode of Glee...7 Well. I'll say that I've
heard some Christians say that most ungodly things.

And the reason we don’t flip out for the former is that the stranger isn’t
saying his combination is “right.” There is no “right” or “wrong” when it comes to
pizza. Pizza is, quite thankfully, out of the moral equation. Unfortunately, the idea of
sexuality isn’t.

We know you don’t see the LGBTQ community as something about which
you can have an opinion. But we want you to know that it isn’t somcthing that we
can change. Most of us have spent years trying to beat pray ourselves into
heterosexuality, or at the very least, asexuality. And after years of trying to change
and hating ourselves for not being able to, we’ve come 1o accept it, and to even love
it.

Our goal is to help you understand that our sexuality is as insignificant as
our pizza toppings; we are in no way trying to force anything upon you. | like men. |
also like pizzas topped with black olives, spinach, and heart of palm. I’'m not trying
to make a statement when I'm with either. I’'m just being me. -P



What ﬁﬁstylﬁ? T'm fust ﬁving‘

P fust not attracted to men. 1 tried to change that, bur 1 couldw’t, 1
tried to pray it away, but it didn't go anywﬁere. 7 was never
molested. T came from a perfectly normal Christian home. You
cannot help me get through some trauma and expect me to magically

{ove a man.

But this is what the church wants. C{f you don’t seck ﬁeﬁo (and
sometimes even 1f you do) you thay be abandoned Ey ﬁ’iemfs, famify,
church, even em})foyers or school administrators. Why would anyone
choose such a ﬁﬁ? Answer: tﬁey wouldn’t, We don't. Cif there were any
way for me to change this one thing about myself that everyone
around here seems to find so disgusting, T would have done it. 7 know
my queer friends would cringe to read such a homophobic statement
fmm a homo, but it was true. Tt’s not anymore, but it was. Td heard
my parents make little remarks about the “gay agenda” and its
“attack on marriage”. In fact, 7 can’t think cf more than a ﬁandfu[
of people 1 fove who haven’t said such things, or worse. 1 didn’t choose
to be gay, 1 just am. This is no @‘%styﬂz. 7 (ive just [ike many cf you.
The fact is, if my mere existence somehow affects your faith or your
marria@e, you must have a pretty weak faitﬁ and a ridiculous
marriage. ‘Jf my future ﬂwmg, committed rel’ationsﬁrjo somehow
weakens you, you are already quite weak. No faw will change the fact
that T'm gay and no law wifl save your faitﬁ or your marriage.
Neither will condemnation or even therapy. 1 fust am the way 1 am.

-C--
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Find a permanent digital version of
this zine at www.huqueerpress.com.
Share it with your friends and print
your own copies!






