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WELCONIE TO-

i

Welcome to our fifth issue of Scratchl It's been quite some
ride since our first issue. We've grown a little bit and have
seen a lot more young LGBT folks get involved in the zine.
Oh, what is Scratch, you ask? Scratch is a queer youth pro-
duced zine from Project Q. Scratch is put together by Project
Q's Peer Counselors & Educator's (PCE's) and other youth
leaders and brought to you free of charge. Scratch was
made for and designed by lesbian, gay, bisexual/ pansexual,
transgender, queer, questioning, unlabelled youth and their
straight allies ages 24 & Under. When you
read through this issue you will find that we
have included lots of fun information for your
enjoyment but have also focused on provid-
ing information about Alcohol, Tobacco, and
other Drugs Prevention. This issue was
made possible from a grant by Safe &
Sound, Inc. who we are deeply grateful to for
their continued support of Project Q.

The purpose of this zine is to educate —
body, mind, and spirit. Our focus is Health &
Wellness — in a holistic way. The best part: it
is written by your peers! Other LGBTQ and
allied youth help to compile every issue. We
are lucky to have a grant to fund this zine
which we can then bring it to you free of
charge. That also means that we don't fill the
pages full of commercialization that seeks
out your pink dollars. We have no idea if we'll
continue to receive funds to produce this
zine so feel free to make a donation if
you really enjoy Scratch and want to see
more issues!

Qur little disclaimer: We didn't do it! No,
honestly. We want to remind you that we are
not medical doctors or nurses. Take what you can from the
contents of this zine, but if you want concrete medical
advice, go to your nearest clinic or to a clinic where you feel
most comfortable. Have your questions written out and ask
the nurse or doctor.

Scratch is about you! You can enjoy Scratch while in your
car — but please don't try to drive and read, in the bathroom,
waiting in line or anywhere else you may be at the current
moment. If you really enjoy what you find in Scratch — think
about submitting some of your own work. You can email
your stories, concerns, questions, thoughts or whatever
glse you might be thinking in your purddy head to
Scratch@ProjectQ.org

Enjoy our Pride Issue! We've filled the pages with tons of
great information ranging from different Pride Festivals to our
very first LGBT Pride Essay Contest. Congratulate the winners
and take a moment to send us your thoughts. Use the infor-
mation below to let us know what YOU think...

You can also contact Scratch via snail mail at:

Scratch zine

c/o Project Q

315 W. Court Street
Milwaukee, WI 53212

made possible by:

SAFE &
SOUND

REDUCING CRIME, CARING FOR K0S &
UPUFTING NESHBORHOODS

p 8 Q_; e 4 YRS



Ovur Trve Colors

By: Warren Scherer

The Pride Flag has been a symbol of
solidarity for the Gay & Lesbian
Community since 1978. It is widely
accepted that the different colors of
the flag represent the tremendous
dversity within our community. One
man takes credit for the creation of
the Pride Flag; he is Gilbert Baker.
The original flag was hand made by
Baker and was first sesn on June
25, 1978 at the San Francisco Gay
and Lesbian Freedom Day Parade.
Al that time the flag had 8 stripes
and each stnpe had a meaning: Hot
Pink (sexuality), Red (life), Orange
(healing), Yellow {(sunlight), Green
(nature), Turquoise (magic), Blue
(harmony), and Violet (spirit), Though
the meaning of some of the stripes
may change or be interpreted differ-
ently; green as calmness, blue as
sarenity or art, the idea remains
the samel

Demand for the Pride Flag shot through the roof after the assassination of Harvey
Milk on Novernber 27, 1978, Milk was the only openly gay City Superviser and
people wanted to show their unity. As more and more people wanted the flag,
Baker and the Paramount Flag Company dropped the Hot Pink stripe because
they couldn’t get a hold of hot pink fabric. The Turquoise stripe was cut out in
1979, in San Francisco, so it would be easier to display the flag along the streets
and lamp posts. There in the Gay Neighborhoods of San Francisco, the 6 Stripe
Pride Flag we all know today was bom. The Rainbow Flag as we know it today
didd not get a lot of attention until 10 years later in 1989 when a California man
sued his landlords for trying to stop him from fiying his flag from his balcony.
He won his case and the flag became popular across the nation.

After the Pride Flag celebrated its 25th anniversary in 2003, Mr. Baker remade the
flag with the original 8 stripes in hopes it would revive it, Unfortunately the 8 Stripe
Flag has not caught on in the LGBT community yet. However, even without the
Hot Pink & Turguoise stripes, we know our true colors.

7o X,
Different Brilliant Colors



PRIDE AND POLITICS: A LESBIAN IN
STUDENT CONGRESS

By: Eva Lam

In some ways, it seems as silly for me to be proud of my sexuality
as it would for Martin Luther King to be proud of his race: despite
what the religious right may believe, | never chose to be a lesbian,
and | cannot take pride in something | did not intentionally accom-
plish. Fupn coming out was relatively easy for me; | was lucky to
have a supportive family and friends, and | faced little harassment
even after | came out. But discrimination does not come only in
the form of outright physical and verbal threats; it also comes in
the subtle marginalization that faces anyone who is visibly different.
| have faced that marginalization most noticeably in Student
Congress, a simulation of the federal legislature, in which both
prejudice and simple ignorance work against the competitive suc-
cess and social inclusion of women, gays and lesbians, and other
minorities. | am proud to be a lesbian not because a mere incident
of nature or nurture has forced me to face that discrimination, but
rather because | have avercome it, disproving the stereotype that
those who are “different” cannot succeed.

Student Congress exemplifies the practice of de facto discrimina-
tion because, though there is certainly no rule that puts gays and
lesbians at a disadvantage, queer students remain disproportion
ately marginalized. Final rounds at highly competitive tournaments
exhibit a paucity of gays and lesbians; | am often the only LGBT
person in a chamber of twenty-four. This imbalance often carries
over to the debate. Student Congress chambers frequently
debate proposals to ban or legalize gay marriage, and these
debates tend to bring out the prejudices in a number of students.
In the months before | came out, it was painful to listen to speeches
that compared homosexuality to bestiality and polygamy without
being able to personally and openly refute those claims. Outside
the round, too, many students are simply insensitive, using terms
like "gay” and “gueer” as insults

Sadly, the social structure of Student Congress seems to mirror
the United States Congress. Of four hundred and thirty-five mem-
bers of the House of Representatives, only three are openly gay
or lesbian; the Senate has no LGBT members. This lack of queer
representation translates into a host of anti-gay measures, from
the 1996 Defense of Marriage Act, which defined marriage as
between one man and one woman and allowed states to refuse
to recognize same-sex marriages performed in another state; to
President Clinton’s 1994 “don't ask, don't tell” policy concerning
gays in the military; to recent proposals for a Federal Marriage
Amendment that would ban same-sex marriage, overriding any
relevant state laws. The success of these discriminatory laws can
be explained by two factors. The most obvious is the presence of
outright homeophobia in Congress, embodied by people like
Senator Rick Santorum of Pennsylvania, who made headlines in
2003 for comments in an interview that equated homosexuality
with bestiality and polygamy. But the more subtle factor that con-
tributes to heterosexist policies is the near-total absence of voices

in Congress that advocate unequivocally for LGBT rights
Certainly, not every senator and representative who voted for the
Defense of Marriage Act, or against special protections for LGBT
victims of hate crimes, was as rabidly bigoted as Rick Santorum;
rather, many moderates allowed their prejudices —and their
assumption that the American public had an equally limited con-
ception of “family values" — to sway their votes. Just as in Student
Congress, the debate in the United States Congress was domi-
nated by members who failed to see their direct interest in pro-
moting equality for gays and lesbians, facilitated by the absence
of LGBT members.

1@ final rruuner




“ ONLY GAY PEOPLE LIKE GAY PEOPLE.”

2" Place Winning Essay

“That's so gay." "You're a fag." "I hate gays.” “Lesbo.” These are
words or phrases that any kid hears on a daily basis. | know | do.
Whether it's my friends, acquaintances or even Kids | don't know
walking down the hall, these words are hard for me to hear. Gay
bashing hits home with me because my mom is a lesbian. Today,
I'm going to tell you my struggle as a sixth grade girl to come out
to my school about my mom being a lesbian.

My mom came out to me when | was about 4, but | didn't really
comprehend it until | was about 7 (first grade). | remember the first
time | got mad when someone said “that's gay." | yelled at him
until the teacher took us outside and he explained he meant it as
“happy.” Now it is 5 years later and my mom is on the diversity
committee at school and has given speeches during teacher
in-services. | am completely out to everyone about having a lesbian
mom and | wear a rainbow button to school that says: "Someone
you care about is gay or lesbian.”

Now I'm going to backtrack and tell you how | got to this point.
My school considers diversity as a very big priority. They have
already established tolerance for things like race, religion, social
class, economic status, abilities, ethnicity and various cultures
in the student handbook. Now it was time to include LGBT in
diversity. So my school asked my mom to come and speak at a
teacher in-service training. She has spoken at a couple meetings
over the past year. She made a continuum of actions our school
could take to address LGBT issues, from less risky to more risky.
One of the things was for teachers to support students if they
wore an LGBT button, which | chose to do right after | saw it on
my mom's chart, So the next day | made my button and wore it
to school.

| had many reactions such as: “What?!" "No one likes gay people,
only gay people like gay people." “Ohhhhhh, you're a lesbian?"
‘| hate gay people!” And people stepping away from me after
reading it. Also, the most common reaction was for people to
walk up saying "someone you care about is..." but would never
finish the sentence.

Than there were the positives: | like it." “Duh, doesn't every-
body?" And even "Oh, can | have a button?" Some people came
out to me about themselves or family members. It was hard for
me to argue or defend my point to the negative comments without
coming out about my mom (which | wasn't sure | wanted to do
yet) or being called lesbian myself. | than decided | would come
out about my mom and so now | use that as a part of my defense.

| had already told a few friends about my mom. Some were fine
and some weren't, but they kept it a secret. | had worn my but-
ton about two weeks and a lot more people than | thought saw it
as a positive thing. Then there was something | didn't expect.
A lot of people ignored it. If someone wasn't saying anything

By: lvy McKee

about my button, another kid would ask “so what do you think of
her button?” And they would answer, “That ong?” pointing at it.
“Yes, her gay and lesbian button." They would cringe and say
‘I don't want to talk about it." The interesting thing to me is these
are the people who say hurtful things about the LGBT community
the most, yet won't utter the word "gay” once It is used in a positive
way. Another thing that happened is kids would tell me not to
show my button to the little kids because it was inappropriate.
This made no sense to me since my mom came out to me when
| was four.

| finally came out about my mom in the mr

The hype about my button had worn down a bit. Th n the question
| was waiting for finally came, altho £ @actly how |
planned. The gossip queen the b]g._
school, was sitting acr

to begin and sh

button?" |

button?" Yes. *

She immediately tu

mom’s the button!”

down, | jokingly as

She answered by nami

grader in

| stared at her and said *

our mom the
e the buitton!”

The next day
your dad know ]
has your mom been a lesbian?” When did she tell
sister?" And my favorite: “Then how are you he
each guestion that came my way as truthfully 2
worked out. Now | have some :

ared of my mom.

1 and your
| answered
uld and it all

who are just plain

One more struggle I've had about having a le
best friend. She is Catholic and s

LGBT. We've worked out a no

since we are both stubborn and our v

both had to accept our differer

friendship.,

In conclusion | have 2d that a lot more

were accepting or at least tolerating of my BT buttnn and the
LGBT community. | think that | wouldn’t be as confident if | was
not so close to the LGBT community. It has made me have to
think of convincing arguments without hurting others, yet still
making them look at the LGBT community in a different way. |
appreciate my school for trying to incorporate LGBT issues into
our diversity statement. I'm pr

teachers and students wror
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By: Warren Scherer

The Bi Flag was created by Michael Page to give
the Bisexual (Bi) Community a flag or icon that both
represents them and increases bisexual visibility.
The tri-colored Bi Flag was first seen on December 5,
1998. The colors of the flag are Pink, Purple, and
Blue. They represent the attraction to same sex, the
attraction both sexes meaning bisexual, and the
attraction to the opposite sex, respectively. The
Purple stripe of the Bi Flag is slightly smaller than
the other two stripes. Page was inspired by the colors
of the “Bi Angles" symbols used to represent

Bisexuality (as shown here).
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. Drama, Drama, Drama

By: Maureen Wt

PROD. The Gays of Ovr Lives.
SCENE

Glitter emergency at the Tool Shed.

We all know the infamous reputation of dramatic tende s that ce * |f you ever ec | the words “l love you" to some-

exist in the LGBT rr'wr'rn'ﬂuniw There are marw r'easoncs for this like the one that it is out in the universe you can not take
that back. Therefore, do not try to get even or take
it back by spreading hate. Doing so is a disservice
to the good tiy of your relationship.

If someone says the words “Do you kn what
this person said?” Run in the opposite direction.
Most of the time this only leads to more drama and
IS usually wrc orb 1. If you were there, then
you would have heard it and would know the
e Anyone that you date will more than likely have ex girlfriends or context in which it was said.
boyfriends. It is best to not pare yourself to them or try to
spend your energy bl sting them in the lesbian community. You
may in turn place you on that deadly blacklist and will naturally
rid yourself of many future dates.

e other. Although in t

year I living as an out , | have had my fare share of dyke
drama, and would like to s harL a wee bit of advice for all you budding
young lesbians.

Hpmembpr that sometimes you will end IriPnd-

d some of them may be yo hawﬂg more frrends Indn
relationship did not work out with ynu have an (life—notato
stined to live a life of loneliness o
& Even your worst enemies can teach you things.
) * Everyone else is dealing with homophobia too.
yw; you must be a g uid ss and should dISCDr‘ITInUE' ri-‘riLiIH‘__] lI his If you are not sympathetic, who will be?

le. | can teach you nothing) 3
- Ll 9 The list can go on and on my friends. Just remind

yourself of how exhausting drama can be. Do your
best to end it. Together we can help start a revolution
that can only benefit our community.
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Many young people will admit that they have a
drink of alcohol from time to time, but many are
reluctant to admit that they are a Binge Drinker. A
study done by the American Medical Association in
2001 found that 20 percent of 18-30 year olds are
binge drinkers, and among those who binge, 19
percent reported that they binge frequently.
According to the American Medical Association
what will put you in the category of a binge drinker
is the consumption of four or more drinks in a row
over a 24 hour period. [f this sounds like you or
someone you know, here are some things that you
might want to think about:

= Alcohol is an important factor in up 1o two-thirds
of sexual assaults on students.

» Accidents. Alcohol impairs sensory perceptions,
judgment and reaction time. Of young people
who drink, 20 percent say they sometimes
drive drunk.

= Alcoholism. Some young people who abuse
alcohol will become alcoholics. Chronic alcohol
use can damage the liver and heart and
increase the risk of some types of cancers.

There is also the risk of alcohol poisoning. Alcohol
depresses nerves that control involuntary actions
such as breathing, heart beat, and the gag reflex
(prevents choking). A fatal dose of alcohol will
eventually stop these functions. After the victim
stops drinking, the heant keeps beating, and alcohol
in the stomach continues to enter the bloodstream
and circulate throughout the body. As a result the
following may occur:

Are you a Binge Drinker?

By: Maureen White

No one can exactly tell how much alcohal it takes to
make alcohol poisoning occur, The amount of alcohol
it takes to make someone feel drunk is different for
everyone and factors like tolerance, and body weight
can affect this dramatically. If you are with someone
that you suspect may have alcohol poisoning, here are
some signs to watch for:

* Mental confusion, stupor, coma, or person
cannot be roused

No response to pinching the skin

Vomiting while sleeping

Seizures

Slow breathing (less than 8 breaths per minute)

Irregular breathing (10 seconds or more
between breaths)

» Hypothermia (low body temperature),
bluish skin color, paleness

Some people think that drinking coffee and large
amounts of water can help with this. They are wrong. If
you think that someone has alcohal poisoning here is
Call 911 or the emergency medical number. Stay with
the victim. Keep the victim from choking on vomit, they
may choke on their own vomit and die.

ﬁ

So... while you are at the many
festivals this summer, please
keep this information in mind.
Remember that there i1s more to
PrideFest than drinking. Té
pride in yourself by making sure
that if you drink, you do
responsibly.

* Victim chokes on own vomit \
. N
* Breathing slows, becomes irregular, stops -
* Heart beats irregularly or stops o o
u ]
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* Hypothermia (low body temperature) leads - =
to cardiac arrest ::\ 2 .
o [ ey .
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-
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PRIDE AROUND THE WORLD

Ever since 1969 when those courageous activists
threw the first stones and fought back against
police brutality at the Stonewall Inn we have
celebrated Pride. Pride festivals—celebrations of
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender culture
and lives—take place all around the world. Each
city has its very own ﬂavor’ md unique approach
to celebrate Pride. June is Pride month so in that
honar we'll give you a glimpse at Pride around

the world.
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Pride is unique because unlike many other Pride
Paradesmerelsfarlassoometdaﬂzaﬁonandadvefﬂeing
in their parade. For Taiwan Pride the purpose is still about
a social movement. Taiwan Pride must also share the road
vaehiclesunﬂke'oﬂwrparadesmremstreetis g

becoming involved - even if they wear masks of vﬁ:"
at a distance from the parade. :
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&8 YOUR VORLD, YOUR NEWS

QUEER NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

AFA Pressures
Wal-Mart to drop
Brokeback Mountain

The homophobic American
Family Association has recently
pushed for a boycott of Wal-Mart
because the retailer is selling
copies of the critically acclaimed
“gay cowboy movie", Brokeback
Mountain.

Randy Sharp, director of
special projects for AFA, recently
told The Los Angles Times why
AFA feels Wal-Mart is no longer
‘family friendly." *[Wal-Mart] is
trying to help normalize
homosexuality in society.” “But
how many copies are they going
to have to sell to recruit the losses

of customers who they’ve
offended and will no longer shop
at Wal-Mant?"

At this point Wal-Mart has yet
to remove Brokeback Mountain
from their shelves. Before you
run off to Wal-Mart to buy your
copy consider purchasing the
video from your local LGBT
bookstore. For those of yvou in
the Milwaukee arca check out
Outwords located at 2710 N.
Murray Avenue on Milwaukee's
castside. Or check them out
online by visiting
www.outwordsbooks.com
~ Kurt Dver

Iraqi police kill 14-year-old boy for sleeping with men
for money to help family

BAGHDAD, IRAQ—A 14-year-old Iragi boy
has been killed by Iraqi police for sleeping with
men for money to support his impoverished
family. According to Baghdad neighbors who
witnessed the murder, Ahmed Khalil was shot
at point-blank range by men wearing police
uniforms, The Independent in London reports.
Neighbors also said that the boy’s father was

arrested two days before the execution and
questioned about his son’s sexual activities.
The family has since fled their home in the
al-Dura district of Baghdad in fear of more
attacks.

“Young Ahmed was a victim of poverty,”
Ali Hili, the head of a London-based group of
gay lraqi exiles, told The Independent. “He

was summartly executed, apparently by
fundamentalist elements in the Iraqi police.”
Since Iraqi Shia leader Grand Ayatollah Ali
al-Sistani issued a fatwa against gays and
lesbians, the country has seen a marked
increase in antigay hate crimes.

(Reprinted from The Advocate)

Record Participation for the 10th
Anniversary of National Day of Silence

Over 4500 schools participated in the 10th
Annual Day of Silence sponsored by GLSEN
(Gay Lesbian Straight Educators Network) and
USSA (United States Student Association) on
April 26, 2006, This year saw the largest
participation with students in high schools,
middle schools, and colleges all making a vow
to be silent for the entire day on April 26 to
exemplify the silence that gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgender people must have
about their lives in schools and in their lives.

pazge 14

“Student participation in this year's Day
of Silence exceeded our expectations,” said
GLSEN's Founder and Executive Director
Kevin Jennings on the GLSEN website. “The
continuing growth of this event speaks to the
tremendous number of young people nation-
wide who see anti-LGBT bullying, violence
and harassment as a serious problem that
demands intervention.”

GLSEN also released their 2005 National
School Climate Survey which is the only
national survey documenting the school-related
experiences of LGBT youth. Some findings of
the report show that anti-LGBT harassment.

bullying and violence continue to be common-
place in America’s schools. Over a third
(37.8%) of students experienced physical
harassment at school on the basis of sexual
orientation and more than a quarter (26.1%)
on the basis of their gender expression. To
see the report you can visit www.glsen.org
Many communities also held “Breaking The
Silence™ events at the end of the day to allow
students, parents, staff and community
members to share their stories and encourage
schools to create safer environments free from
bullying for all students and staff regardless
of their sexual orentation or vender identitv



fagtoid 600

fagetoid ( fag’toid), n. a queerly invented fact
believed to be true because of its appearance in
Scratch; a brief queer, and usually trivial, news item
1. Kate Bornstein gender activist & performance artist
is also the author of Gender Outlaw and My Gender
Workbook. 2. Stonewall Inn is a gay bar in Greenwich
Village, NYC which was the site of the gay bar raid
that gave birth to the Stonewall Riots in 1969. The
riots were a series of violent conflicts between gay,
leshian, bisexual, transgender, queer persons and
police officers. It is said the riots were the turning
point in the modern “Gay Rights” Movement. 3.
Lesbian Avengers are groups of activists that promote
lesbian issues, survival, & visibility. The group
advocates for women of all races. classes,
orientations, and gender identities to empower
themselves toward political rebellion. 4. Harvey Milk
High School is an LGBTQ safe space/school in NYC
named after Harvey Milk; the openly gay San
Francisco city supervisor who was assassinated in
1978, 5. Lesbos is a Greek island in the Aegean Sea,
\ it is suggested this is the origin of the term for women
?“{ 'who are into women. 6. Cher has had a hit song or
\ 6 album in every decade since the 60's! 7. Shades of
‘&, Yellow (SOY) is a group started by and for Hmong
W\) GLBTQA persons. 8. No one can explain why so
\many people in the LGBT Communily enjoy
musicals, 9. On June 26, 2003 the Supreme Court of
the U.S. overturned Sodomy Laws as a result of the
Lawrence v. Texas case. 10. Top. Bottom, Buich,
Femme? Who knows?!? 11. Almost everywhere in
the world there is a Pride Celebration! 12. Drag Kings
& Queens should be revered not feared! Duh! 13.
Divas such as Madonna, the Divine Miss M. Aretha,
Patti, Barbra, Celine, Glona, Elton have huge gay
followings.

Fahd (fdd), n. born 1922, king of S derabm
- einns 10RY (enn of ihn-Saud and brother of Khalid).
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