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Celebrities who
play it straight:
Wha's the Best Actord
Marry me?
Who's saying | don’'t...

and why 22

Quiz: what kind
g* of gay are you?



Where 15 the liberation m gay liberation’
| wonder what the tuming point was?
We've gone from ideas of liberation to policing

So what if my girlfriend has a dick

s0 what if' I fuck more than one person at a time

0 what if I listen to frank Sinatra while we do it

so what if my gender has more names than you have pet
peeves

50 what if | want to kiss on the tramn

s0 what if we don’( fit into your day dream — queers don't
hold 9 to 3 jobs, queers get tied to beds, queers fight to stay in
this country, queers get beat by cops, queers get locked up.
queers stay locked up, queers don't dress like mommy
dearest, queers can’t keep a job cause we never use the “nght”™
bathroom. queers go without food, gueers get jumped at

when did we tum in this direction — from the night 10 exist to
the night to cam top bracket incomes? I'd like to see 2 sea of
naked queers storming the APA (o overtum the Harry
Benjamin standards. Not these days, no way. I'd like o see
nver of homos stand during the keynote of Creating Change
holding high signs reading “queer reality ignored: racism,
poverty, immigration restrictions, police harassment, gender
repression, ...
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we have turned into our worst nightmare. | know that even
Sylvia Rivera was a witness to that -- back in *73 screaming
on that stage

“and what about me, what about my people? We
there beginning this movement, and now there's no

place for us?!”

“You know, I'd still like to do a whole lot more for the
movement, but the movement just doesn't want to
deal with me.”

&JUSTLOVE
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Deax Caxoon,

'm a straight but not narow person of the male sex — oops, | mean pender, and I'm
deeply in love with 2 person who happens to be of the opposite sex. She has been
droppag hats about tyng e knot, you know, makong 1 legal, taking the plunge, makng
an hosest woman of her.. _you get the point. | noticed lately that she goes off and sulls
after sex and 1 find her in the fiving room reading 2 copy of Modern Bride that she had
hidden under the Pontery Bas Gitalog. Last night this happened and | went over © ber
and put my hand on her shouider and sud, “Barbara, | semse 3 tease vibration coming
from you lately. What's wroag, sweetheart™ My special-somecne proceeded to gve me 2
two hour speech about how much she wants to be my lile partner—in wedlodd | gave
ber 2 solt, lingering kizs and hugged her throughout the rest of the night, murmering my
undying love for ber. But, (arson, the thing is, there’s this homosexual penon, Adam, who
serves the complimentary espreuso drinks in my company's reception area. | heard that he is
also deeply in love with A sweetie-pie, Steve. Then | read in the newspaper that same sex
life partmers cannot legally marry! That means that Adam and his buttercup cin never
marry—and they'l never be normall Marriage is the uitimate goal that we all aspire n,
just ke owning 2 second home or being CEQ. of your own Fornme 500 company. W gy
marriage were legal, | wouldn't have to feel 50 guilty walking down the aite with my balk-
and-chain-to-be (st kidding, Barbaral) How can | do more to support gay marmage!

~ Hoping 1 be 2 Hubly

(L: Put down that Starbucks fame grande and fsten wp. Adam and Steve might not
want any part of your khalo-assed, Hamptons weekend “normalcy.” Did you pick uwp that
vibration, sensitive-man’ If you feel puity, don't fucking get mamied. But don't siop it just
for Adam and Steve's sakes. Skap it because i's an exclusionary, capitaist institution based
on antiquated, sex-negative ideas of what's okay and what's not okay, Do you want legal
protections just for married couples or for everyone! Nevermind, | don't want to knaw.



Deax Caxson,

Hey. What's up! Look, | totally HATE Bush - and the capitaist Amenilllan 0.5, system -
more than anyone else, right! But something happened at one of my weekdy actvist
meennps thats making me \Tatch my head in wonder, 1nd | thought maybe you could
shed some light, Carson. ks 2 politcally conscious, cascasian, heterosexual man, | totally
support diversity. So every time someone comes to 3 meeting that | don't know, | make a
point of going up to them and telling them if's great that they're there. One time, there
was this new person in the back, and | noticed her hand was up. ks the facilitator, | called
on her, saying “Yes, there's a question from the young woman in the bad™ She introduced
berself a1 Dave and repiied that she wasa't 2 young woman 2t all Then the never ame
back to another meeting. What's the dea” Is she just not 2 tue revolutionary!

- BuSh Hater

a: Tve received 5o many letters just ke yours, from other well-intentioned yet cluslers
anarchist straight white dudes. What's the deal, my hapless hetero? Il tell you. Referring to
folks you don’t know by what yow assume thewr gender is is recdew, pointless, and if's
gonna piss people off. If you want queers and tranmes to be part of your meetings, do
things like de-gender your bathrooms, don't use “he” or “she.” and don’t have mettings in
butldings that require legal ID. And if you want them 1o be part of your actions, discuns
salety and solidarity issues beforehand —~ such as whether there should be some kind of
buddy-system 1o try to prevent trannies from getting sent to jul alone. Or, once under
arrest, whether they would rather be placed in the men's or women's cell, and how they
would like legal support to advocate for them. Keep in mind that people may make
deasions for stratepc reasons. Abways remember the golden rule of working with queen and
ranmes never asiume amyone’s idenuity!

Dearn Cavson,
Tve been watching TV shows ke Will snd Grace, and being queer looks really conl, | mean
fabulou! How can | be part of the fun, but still hang on to the peria of being straight!
~GaySeyle Sraight

a: I'm somry, did you say something’



Where 1s the hiberation in gay liberation?
I wonder what the tuming point was?
We've gone from ideas of liberation to policing

So what if my girlfriend has a dick

so what if | fuck more than one person at 2 ime

so what if | isten to frank Sinatra while we do 1t

so what if my gender has more names than you have pet
peeves

so what if | want to kiss on the train

s0 what if we don't [it into your day dream - queers don't
hold 9 to 5 jobs, queers get tied (o beds, queers fight to stay m
this country, queers get beat by cops, queers get locked up.
queers stay locked up, queers don’'t dress like mommy
dearest, queers can’t keep a job cause we never use the “nght”
bathroom, queers go without food, queers get jumped at
school

when did we tum in this direction — from the right to exist 1o
the nght to cam top bracket incomes? I'd like 10 see 2 sea of
naked queers storming the APA to overtum the Harry
Benjamin standards. Not these days, no way. 1'd like to see
river of homos stand during the keynote of Creating Change
holding high signs reading “queer reality ignored: racism,
poverty, immigration restrictions, police harassment, gender
repression, ..."
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Deax Cavson,

I'm a straight but not narrow person of the male sex — oops, | mean gender, and 'm
deeply in love with 2 person who happens to be of the opposite sex. She has been
dropping hints about tying the knot, you know, making it legal, taking the plunge, making
an honest woman of her...you get the point. | noticed lately that she goes off and sulks
after sex and I'l find her in the fiving room reading a copy of Modem Bride that she had
hidden under the Pottery Bam catalog. Last night this happened and | went over to her
and put my hand on her shoulder and said, “Barbara, | sense a tense vibration coming
from you lately. What's wrong, sweetheart”™ My special-someone proceeded to give me 2
two hour speech about how much she wants to be my life parmer—in wediodd | gave
her a soft, lingering kiss and hugged her throughout the rest of the night, murmuring my
undying love for her. But, Carson, the thing is, there's this homosexual person, Adam, who
serves the complimentary espresso drinks in my company’s reception area. | heard that he is
also deeply in love with Ad sweetie-pie, Steve. Then | read in the newspaper that same sex
life parmers cannot legally marry! That means that Adam and his buttercup can never
marry—and they'll never be normall Marriage is the ultimate goal that we all aspire to,
just like owning 2 second home or being CEO. of your own Fortune 500 company. I gay
marriage were legal, | wouldn't have to feel so guilty walking down the aisle with my ball-
and-chain-to-be (just kidding, Barbaral). How can | do more to support gay marmiage!

~ Hoping to be 2 Hubby

(L: Put down that Starbuds latte grande and listen up. Adam and Steve might not
want any part of your khald-assed, Hamptons weekend “normalcy.” Did you pick up that
vibration, sensitive-man? If you feel guilty, don't fucking get married. But don't skap it just
for Adam and Steve’s sakes. Skip it because it's an exclusionary, capitalist institution based
on antiquated, sex-negative ideas of what's okay and what's not okay. Do you want legal
protections just for married couples or for everyone? Nevermind, | don't want to know.




Deax Carsan,

Hey. What's up! Look, | totally HATE Bush — and the caprtalint AmenillLan U5. system
more than anyone eise, right! But something happened at one of my weekly actmst
meeongs that's making me scratch my head in wonder, and | thought maybe you could
shed some fight, (anson. ks 2 polivaally consoows, Gucasian, heteroserual man, | totally
support diveruity. So every tme someone comes to 2 meetng that | don’t know, | make 2
point of going up to them and telling them it's great that they're there. One time, there
was this new penson in the back, and | noticed her hand was up. As the faclitator, | called
on her, sapng ey, there's 2 quesbon from the young woman in the bad™ She mtroduced
herself a5 Dave and rephied that she wam't 2 young woman at all Then she never ame
back to another meeting. What's the deal? Is she st not 2 true revolubonary!

= BuSh Hater

(L: e receved so many letters just like youny, from other well-intentioned yet clueless
anarchist strasght white dudes. What's the deal, my hapless hetero’ [l tell you. Refernng to
folks you don't know by what you assume thew gender o « reckless, pointen, and it's
gonna piss people off. If you want queers and tranmes to be part of your meetings, do
things ke de-pender your bathrooms, don't use “he” or “she.” and don’t have meetngs n
buildings that require legal ID. And if you want them t3 be part of your acvom, discuss
gi%a.s&%:zﬁ_-_;giis_ﬂua
buddy-system to try to prevent trannies from getting sent to jail alone. Or, once under
arrest, whether they would rather be placed in the men's or women's cells, and how they
would ke legal support to advocate for them. Keep in mind that people may make
deasions for stratepe reasons. Always remember the goiden rule of worling with queers and
tranmies: never assume anyone's identity!

Deax Cavson,

Tve been watching TV shows fike Will and Grace, and being queer looks really ool | mean
fabulous! How can | be part of the fun, but s6ll hang on to the peris of being srmight!
~Gay Sy Srught

a: I'm somy, did you say something’



Quiz: What Kind of Gay
(or Ally) Are You?

So you think you've got the gay issues figured out?
Take the following quiz about queers facing tough
times to find out what kind of politics you really have:

I Aceeee is sick and needs to go to the doctor, but doesn't have
health insurance. Should she be able to go to the doctor?
a. Tough luck. if she doesn't have a job, she doesn't
deserve health insurance.
b. Yes, if she has 2 domestic partner who has a job with
benefits. If so, those benefits should be extended to her.
c. Of course! Heaith care is a basic nght!

2. 5----- was arrested for prostitution and is now serving tume in
jail. Should the gay rights movement be concerned about this
situation?
a. Who cares if S---- is gay’ All prostitutes should be
arrested!
b. No, highlightng issues like sex work and arrest rates
gives the gay community a bad image.
c. Yes, the criminal justice system is inherently violent
and disproporuonately affects people of color and poor
people, who are often punished for committing “survival
crimes.” The queer community should be building
coalitions with other social justice movements concerned
with racial profiling, police brutality, and economic
Justice.



3. U-—- receives public assistance, but receives fewer benefits than
many other folks because she has not complied with the
“mm“mmdﬁmmmww
mothers” to tie the knot U-— has a female partner. Your
response is:
a. U—- is a freeloader who should find herself a man.
b. If gay marriage were legal. she wouldn't have this problem.
¢. Public assistance should be available to anyone in need, and
should not include coercive and paternalistic incentive

programs.

4, C—-— needs a place to live, but s down on her luck and doesn’t
have money for an apartment. Should she be able to get a place?
a. No way. Landlords have to make 2 living, 10!
b. Only if she has a partner with an apartment. Then she can
five there or have her partner pass the apartment on to her.
¢. No one should be without 2 home. Shelter is a
fundamental human right.

5. Well, the apartment thing didn't work out so swell, and now
C--- is on the street. She wants 10 access a shelter, but knows
she'll but put in a men's sheiter because she’s transgender. Should
she be given access to 2 woman's sheiter!
a. Hell no! Folks are lucky to get any sheiter at all, who are
they to be picky?!
b. Only if she passes as a woman, has had genital surgery.
and no “real” woman has a problem with her being there.
¢. She should be able to stay in whatever shelter feels most
safe to her. And why do we think that gender segregation
will make us safe, anyway!



6. T-—- 18 a young person who attended a public school, He
was harassed at school regularly for being gay, and didn't feel
like he was learning much there anyway, so he decided to drop
out. Your response is:

a. Kids these days are soft and don't want to work hard at

anything!

b. We should work hard to stop harassment on the basis
of sexual orientation in schools, Good ways to do this are
to organize gay-straight allances and to fight for the
inclusion of gay youth in positive organizations like the Boy
Scouts,

<. Schools should be safe and free from harassment for all
students. One good place to start is to fight for adequate
funding for all public schools—which means their funding
should not be based on property taxes—so that schools
have the resources they need to stop harassment and
accommodate different styles of learning.

7. Xeeses wants to visit his partner in the hospital, but hospital
rules only allow for family wisits. Should the hospital let him in?
a. No, you let in one, and suddenly hospitals will be

overflowing with queers...

b. Yes, if they have a long-term monogamous
relationship. Again, gay marriage would solve all our
problems.

<. Yes, hospitals should respect patient wishes and
recognize all kinds of caring, supportive relationships. No
one is served by defining family in a narrow way.

8. M--— 5 a gender transgressive person who is regularly
questioned or kicked out of public bathrooms. Your response is:



a. | don’t want M----- in my bathroom!

b. Well, this is a difficult issue...

c. Public restrooms should not be gendered. Everyone
needs to be able to safely access bathrooms!

If you answered "A" most often: You are a cold-hearted Republican
who will probably rot in hell.

If you answered “B* most often: So, you're down with gay rights—
provided the gays in question aren't facing any other forms of
oppression—but what about those who are! The problem here is
that you've bought into the “gay agenda” put forth by mainstream
groups. That agenda has been formulated by gays who are
overwhelmingly white and middle class, and, as a result, reflects
the issues that white middle-class gays face: marriage, the right to
pass our health insurance and homes on to each other, and
discrimination at our jobs. Other issues—like the inability to find
a job, rent a place to live, or walk down the street without being
harassed by the cops—have been overlooked and sometimes
outright opposed. The fact is, otherwise privileged queers can
fight their way into the current system of power and privilege, but
that won't do anything to disrupt the system itself. We need to be
expanding our analysis to include issues of racial and economic
justice, and to be taking leadership from the people who
experience the most oppression. Don't let your commitment to
gay rights eclipse your ability to see the bigger picture!

If you answered “C” most often: Keep up the good work! You've
figured out that social justice is not just about gay rights, but
about broadly based social change. That said, we all have a lot of
work to do to further our analyses and build effective coalitions.
So get out there and start organizing!



E The New Gay Agenda I

This Agenda is based on the reality that queer people exist in places
never seen or heard from. We are not all Fortune 500 CEOs, white,
gay-married, able-bodied, straight-gendered, citizens of the U.S.
Many of our people are:
Poor, homeless, jobless, children, incarcerated, drug addicted,
intersexed, disabled, Afghani, high school drop outs, Native
American, women, single mothers, HIV +, fighting breast cancer,

_ victims of police brutality...

With this in mind the modern Movement for queer liberation should

include ALL of our people.

1. The abolition of social/state control of consenting
relationships.

2. Universal health care including access to hormones, and
gender-related surgeries. And an end to state/medical
gender determination.

3. Abolition of prisons as a form of social control human
warehousing. Repeal the section of the 13" amendment

that allows for the continuation of slavery.

Housing for all peapte and healthy fresh food for all peop1e

\
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Free treatment for substance addiction and free mental
health care.
Aggressive programs to begin nation-wide dialogue about
sexuality, gender, age, race, nationality, ability and
income oppression.
Rigorous mental health programs for people who commit
hate cnmes.
Free and equal education through college for all people
guaranteed to be a hate-free environment and including
the histories of all communities of peoples living in the
us.
Regulation of the amount CEOs/shareholders can make
in proportion to the least paid of the same corporation.
An election system that allows for more than 2 parties.
Livable wage for citizens and immigrant workers.
The end to all laws based on religious belief.
Safe and decent jobs for anyone who desires one.
Repeal of NAFTA/Fast Track
Free childcare.
Retroactive Upholding of all U.S. - Native treaties
The night to free speech without the fear of police/FBUCIA .
repression )
Putting the needs of the planet/people before those of
corporations
Fair and equal taxation.
Fullest possible enforcement of the Americans with
Disabilities Act.
End of U.S. Impenal efforts and U.S. funding of other
impenal or colonial causes.
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As a queer person who personally does not
wish to ever get married and who politically is
opposed to state regulation of families and
sexual relationships, Bush’s current campaign
puts me in something of an awkward position.
How can I help crganize to oppose his planned
amendment while also maintaining my own
critique of and position on marriage? I
recognize that people support marriage for a
lot of different reasons and that people wish to
get married for lots of reasons - including
symbolic, emotional and material reasons. I
want to think about marriage at a systemic
level, not at a level of individual experience
and benefits. 1 realize this means talking in
terms that don’ t always account for how wide
the range of experiences might be, but that
systemic focus is important and is more
complex than a lot of media coverage of this
Issue suggests.



We should remember that queer and trans
people do not only face oppression in terms of
gender and sexuality, but along other lines as
well. The ability to access some of the very
important material privileges of marriage
would not be the same for all people. So for
example: A working class gay person who
has a job without health coverage will not be
able to extend their nonexistent benefits to
their new gay spouse. Gay people of color in
prison will still lose custody rights to their
children. Queer immigrants, particularly those
whose sex lives do not fit the model of
marriage (for example, non-monogamous
queers), will still be subjected to anti-
immigrant violence, laws, and deportation.
Trans parents will still have their chiidren
taken away by judges who think trans homes
are inappropriate and unsafe.




So, putting aside Bush’s ban, and thinking
about advocating for gay marriage, I want to
ask if concerns like hospital visitation rights,
healthcare, and custody are best secured
through marriage or if other poitical battles —
for universal healthcare for example - would
be a more effective front. Because aside from
the wide range of people who might seek out
same sex marriages, I think that we will see
that gay marriage will primarily benefit the
same people that straight marriage benefits -
those will property to protect and economic
entitlements to share. This is not to say that
other individuals will not seek gay marriage or
benefit from it. But I'd argue that those
benefits are secondary, and that systemically,
the strengthening of things like inheritance
laws (for example) is bad for low-income
populations. When we say "I know there are
problems with marriage, or I know gay
marriage won't fix everything, but it's what we
o ol p& .
~




can do right now,” I worry that we are
justifying the gains of racially and
economically privileged people at the costs of
a broad spectrum poor people, people of color,
immigrants and their political struggles. As a
white queer, I feel a responsibility to reject
political gains that I can access through
privilege. I also worry that if decide that a
battle like this is practical in the short term,
and that today universal healthcare is
impractical, wishful thinking and a battle that
belongs to the future - well, if that day is
always only in the future, it will never come.

So part of my concern is: how do we
determine what is a legitimate and supported
lgbtq movement? And who gets left out of
those movements? It is obviously imperative
that we organize against Bush’s marriage
plans. I hope that we can find ways of doing
so that allow for the diversity of political




opinions about gay marriage. So we don't
wind up arguing that to be anti-Bush we must
be pro-marriage. I think this requires
developing a politics that sees the importance
of legal battles such as this one and also sees
the costs of a liberal model of politics
represented in this fight. Centering anti-
racism, anti-capitalism and feminism in queer
politics means that all the issues addressed in
other panels today - the patriot act,
reproductive rights, unions - are queer issues.
It also means being cognizant of the fact that
current movements that advocate gay
marriage take place in a context in which
institutions of white supremacy and capitalism
play an enormous role in determining political
agendas and controlling resources. What if
everybody who right now was spending money
buying flowers and sending them to SF city
hall, instead sent that money to local
organizations that fight police brutality? A




fight against police brutality is one that
directly serves queer and trans people who
are of color, are poor, or are homeless
people; it directly serves the sex workers,
immigrants and youth within our communities.

Queer and transgender movements that seek
real liberation and freedom for everyone might
turn out to be movements that don‘t look like
what we call "gay rights” movements. Despite
whatever benefits might accrue to some
people, broad economic justice will not be
served by re-enforcing the government’s
power to determine what families or sexual
relationships are legitimate and hence deserve
access to social and economic resources.




“Now vour own cum,” he said.

‘Oh, geez. please.” | said.
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I ate it all. 1 deaned up the mess,” | said.
“Not all of it," he said.



[ was 50 exhausted by now [ couldn’t g
so | just lay flat on my stomachon the fi
me a beuertargetthan ever for Barnaby
boy did he bring it down on my ass, again, and again,
and again, and | wondered when the blood would stan
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"I can't,” |
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