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<luiz: \\1lat Kind of (;a~' 

(or ~-Uly) Arc \ ·ou:> 
So you think you've got the gay Issues figured out? 
Take the following quiz about queers facing tough 

times to find out what kind of politics you really have: 

I A--··· ts stck and needs to go to the doctor. but doesn't have 
health msurance. Should she be able to go to the doctor! 

a. Tough luck. tf she doesn 't have a 1ob. she doesn't 
deserve health tnsurance. 
b. Yes. tf she has a domestiC partner who has a 1ob wtth 
benefits If so. those benefits should be extended to her. 
c. Of course! Health care ts a baste nght! 

2. S-···· was arrested for prostitution and tS now servmg ume tn 
1a1l. Should the gay nghts movement be concerned about thts 
SitUatiOn? 

a. Who cares tf S---- ts gay? All prostttutes should be 
arrested! 
b No. htghhghong tssues hke se.x work and arrest rates 
gTVes the gay communtty a bad •mage 
c. Yes. the cnmmal1ustlce system ts mherently vtolent 
and disproportionately affeCts people of color and poor 
people. who are often puntshed for comm1nmg "survtval 
cnmes." The queer communtty should be butldtng 
coal1ttons With other soc1al1usoce movements concerned 
w1th rac1al profiling, pollee brutality, and econom1c 
IUStiCe. 







a. I don't wane M---- in my bathroom! 
b. Well. this 1s a difficult issue ... 
c. Public restrooms should not be gendered. Everyone 
needs to be able to safely access bathrooms! 

/(you answered "A" most often: You are a cold-hearted Republican 
who will probably rot in hell. 

/(you answered "8" most often: So. you're down wrth gay nghts
provlded the gays m question aren't facmg any other forms of 
oppression--but what about those who are? The problem here is 
that you've bought Into the "gay agenda" put forth by ma1nstream 
groups. That agenda has been formulated by gays who are 
overwhelmingly wh1te and middle class. and. as a result. reflects 
the 1ssues chat white m1ddle-da.ss gays face: mamage. the nght co 
pass our health insurance and homes on to each other. and 
discrimination at our jobs. Other issues-like the inability co find 
a job. rent a place to hve, or walk down the street w1thouc bemg 
harassed by the cops-4lave been overlooked and sometimes 
outr1ghc opposed. The fact 1s. otherw1se pnvileged queers can 
fight the1r way mco the current system of power and privilege, but 
that won't do anything to disrupt the system Itself. We need to be 
expandmg our analysis to mclude 1ssues of ractlll ;and econom1c 
justice, and co be taking leadership from the people who 
expenence the most oppression. Don't let your commitment co 
gay rights eclipse your ability to see the bigger picture! 

/(you answered "C' most often: Keep up the good work! You've 
figured out that socral JUStice is not JUSt about gay rights. but 
about broadly based soc1al change. That sa1d, we all have a lot of 
work to do co further our analyses and build effective coalitions. 
So get out there and start organtllng! 



~ The New Gay Agenda I 
This Agenda is based on the reality that queer people exist in places 
never seen or heard from. We are not all Fortune 500 CEOs, white, 
gay-married, able-bodied, straight-gendered, citizens of the U.S. 
Many of our people are: 
Poor, homeless, jobless, children, incarcerated, drug addicted, 
intersexed, disabled, Afgham, high school drop outs, Native 
American, women, single mothers, HIV +, fighting breast cancer, 
victims of police brutality ... 

· With this in mind the modem Movement for queer liberation should 
include ALL of our people. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

The abolition of sociaVstate control of consenting 
relationships. 
Universal health care including access to hormones, and 
gender-related surgeries. And an end to state/medical 
gender determination. 
Abolition of prisons as a form of social control human 
warehousing. Repeal the section of the 13th amendment '\ 
that allows for the continuation of slavery. t_ \ 

for all people and healthy fresh food for all people. • 



~v\lf~t 
Free treatment for substance addiction and free mental 
health care. 

6. Aggressrve programs to begm nallon·wtde dialogue about 
sexuality, gender, age, race. nabonahty. ablhty and 
income oppression. 

7. Rigorous mental health programs for people who commrt 
hate cnmes. 

t 8. Free and equal educa!Jon through college for all people 
guaranteed to be a hate-free enVIronment and including 
the histories of all communities of peoples living in the 

~ 
u.s. ~ 

9. Regulation ol the amount CEOs/shareholders can make 

' in proportron to the least prud olthe same corporation. 
\ 10. An election system that allows lor more than 2 parties. 

' 
11. Uvable wage lor citizens and imm1grant workers. 

" 12. The end to all laws based on religious belief. 
13. Sale and decent jobs lor anyone who desires one. ~ Repeal ol NAFTIIJFast Track 
14. Free childcare. II 15 . Retroactive Upholding of all U.S. - Native treaties . ., 16. The nght to free speech without the lear of poiiCe/FBUCIA • 

repression ) 
17. Putting the needs of the planeVpeople before those of 

corporations 
18. Fair and equal taxation. 
19. Fullest possible enforcement of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act. 
20. End of U.S. lmpenal efforts and U.S. funding of other 

imperial or colonial causes. 



HETERONORMATIVITY. U 
FALL INTO THE TRAP ~ 





We should remember that queer and trans 
people do not only face oppression 10 terms of 
gender and sexuality, but along other lines as 
well. The ability to access some of the very 
Important material pnv1leges of marriage 
would not be the same for all people. So for 
example: A working class gay person who 
has a job without health coverage w1ll not be 
able to extend the1r nonex1stent benefits to 
the1r new gay spouse. Gay people of color 10 

pnson will still lose custody nghts to their 
children. Queer 1mm1grants, particularly those 
whose sex lives do not fit the model of 
mamage (for example, non-monogamous 
queers), w1ll st1ll be subJected to ant•
lmmrgrant v1olence, laws, and deportation. 
Trans parents will still have their chrldren 
taken away by judges who think trans homes 
are rnapproprlate and unsafe. 

~~ 
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So, putting as1de Bush's ban, ana thmking 
about advocatmg for gay marnage, I want to 
ask 1f concerns like hospital visitation nghts, 
healthcare, and custody are best secured 
through marnage or 1f other poutical battles -
for universal healthcare for example - would 
be a more effective front. Because aside from 
the w1de range of people who might seek out 
same sex marrrages, I think that we will see 
that gay marrrage will primarily benefit the 
same people that straight marriage benefits -
those will property to protect and economic 
entitlements to share. This is not to say that 
other mdiv1duals will not seek gay marnage or 
benefit from it. But I'd argue that those 
benefits are secondary, and that systemically, 
the strengthening of things like inheritance 
laws (for example) is bad for low-income 
populations. When we say "I know there are 
problems w1th marriage, or I know gay 
marriage won't fix everything, but it 's what we 

' ~ 



can do r1ght now," I worry that we are 
JUSt lfytng the gams of rac1ally and 
econom1cally pr1v1leged people at the costs of 
a broad spectrum poor people, people of color, 
immigrants and their political struggles . As a 
white queer, I feel a responsibility t o reJect 
political gains that I can access through 
pr1v1lege. I also worry that if decide that a 
battle like this IS pract1cal in the short term, 
and that today universal healthcare IS 
impractical, wishful thinking and a battle that 
belongs to the future - well, if that day is 
always only in the future, it will never come. 

So part of my concern is: how do we 
determine what 1s a legitimate and supported 
lgbtq movement? And who gets left out of 
those movements? It is obviously Imperative 
that we organ1ze against Bush's marriage 
plans. I hope that we can find ways of doing 
so that allow for the diversity of political 

~ 
~ 



opm1ons about gay marnage. So we don't 
wmd up argumg that to be anti-Bush we must 
be pro-marriage. I think this requires 
developing a politics that sees the importance 
of legal battles such as this one and also sees 
the costs of a liberal model of politics 
represented in this fight. Centering anti
raCISm, anti-capitalism and femin1sm in queer 
politiCS means that all the issues addressed in 
other panels today - the patriot act, 
reproductive r ights, unions - are queer issues. 
It also means being cognizant of the fact that 
current movements that advocate gay 
marriage take place in a context in which 
institutions of white supremacy and capitalism 
play an enormous role in determining political 
agendas and controlling resources. What if 
everybody who right now was spending money 
buying flowers and sending them to SF city 
hall, instead sent that money to local 
organizations that fight police brutality? A 



fight against police brutality is one that 
directly serves queer and trans people who 
are of color, are poor, or are homeless 
people; it directly serves the sex workers, 
immigrants and youth within our communities. 

Queer and transgender movements that seek 
real liberation and freedom for everyone might 
turn out to be movements that don't look l ike 
what we call "gay rights" movements. Despite 
whatever benefits might accrue to some 
people, broad economic justice will not be 
served by re-enforcing the government's 
power to determine what families or sexual 
relationships are legitimate and hence deserve 
access to social and economic resources. 
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