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This is an open letter to all the
other fanzines and other involved peo-
ple. I want to talk about two things,
the first is what apathy and a mono-
polistic environment has done to the
Phoenix scene. The second topic is
how I feel about punk in general.

The Phoenix punk scene iz in trouble.
1t has the stifling combination of an

« apathetic following and a promoter who
monopo-izes the shows. Tony Victor is
the only person in phoenix who regular-
ly promotes punk/hardcore shows. Doing
a2 punk show i=s a risk, but the risk is

" greatly reduced when your the only game
in town. I have two main complaints
with this monopoly situation. The first
is that there is a small group of
bands that are "in" with Tony or that
he happens to like that get a dispro-
porticnate number of the local bookings.
Other bands get little chance for
exposure. The other complaint is that
there ic no incentive to increase the
quality of the shows. The people in
Phoenix will keep going no matter how
wad the F.A. or how uig vl dicks the
people at the door are or how hot
the venue is becase it's the only
thing to do. The shows hove become
quite routine; the same faces the
same local bands and the same L.A.
bandsSover and over. There is no incentive
or effort for improvment. The people
in Phoenix are too apathetic to do any-
thing about it. Even when ticket prices
start creeping up there is little
complaint. The local bands have gotten
predictable too. The same bands have
been playing the same sets weekend
after weekend. No band seems to want
to take any real risks. They don't
want to put on there own shows and
really get involved. The bands rarely
make their own fliers any more. The
bands all sit back and wait for Tony
to ask them to play a show., It seems
that alot of creative energy has fallen
to the wayside. I think that it has
become too easy for a band to sit back
and do nothing yet still get gigs.

The bands haven't challenged themselves
to do more than the basics.

Overall this has led to a dead and
boring scene. The only solution to
this =ituation is for the bands to get

-combined-*

off there ascses and really get involved
with the whole thing. The message of
the band must be expressed creativly

on all levels. A band should create
its own art, music, mode of dress and
language. The bands muct work to bring
their music to as many new people as
possitle. It is wasted effort to play
to the same faces all the time. New
people mean new energy and new ideas.
In Phoenix there is no effort to bring
new people into the scene and the
energy is getting all used up and the
jdeas are getting wern out.

Latley I find myself thinking
"What is =o great about all this?" I
remember when Phoenix had alot more
people really involved. I told & friend
of mine that I was thinking of getting

some people together tc put on shows
and my friend said "But Tony won't

like that,® I said "My god, Tony has
never been exclusive rights to put on
punk shows in phoenix!" People are

now so passive it is pitifull. People
have forgotten about what the scene was
about; creativity and involvment.

I find that punk in general has
gotten too predictable, too defined.
Over time rules have been accepted
that define and limit what punk and
hardcore should be and very few bands
are trying to break down the walls and
bring in new ideas. To gquote WHITE
FLAG "Punk rock has become what punk
rock had set out to destroy™. So now
it is time to reject the label. It
is time to invent new words and new
ideas to express what we feel. But how
many punks are ready to say punk is
dead? Not many and for many reasons;
"Punk it the raddest, what else is
there? It's not that the music is
dead it is that it's time to emash down
all the accepted ileels and start fresh
Lat me compars punk tc a cue ball in
a game of pool. Punk has changed alot
of the look and the sound of music
today, yet punk itself is basically
unchanged. Like the cue ball it set
alot of things in motion yct it remains
the same., Without punkz influence
many of todays stars would be nowhere.

CULTURE CLUB, ADAM & THE ANTS, BILLY
IDOL, THE GO-GO'S, X, THE STRAY CATS
and many others csn trace their roots
back to an early exposure to, or
involment in punk a: a basis for their
style and/or sound today. But punk is
the same as it was in 80-81. Now its
time to change the shape, color and
everything else about the "cue ball”®
and see how the game changes.

This letter is being sent to
many fanzines and people all over
the U.S. and abroad. Publish this
letter if you want in your fanzine.
All reszponses are welcome and
the interesting ones will be published
later. Thanks

Michael C.
Phenis Fanzine
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