
























































Wigs Cont.

From there, he went to writing and starring in his own plays and
wigs. "A really good wig can inspire five plays. | buy a wig and |
start playing around with it, and | can come up with five stories.
If you look at my plays you can trace a characters evolution
through the wigs.” Charles no longer can consider appearing on
stege without a wig. "I'd be terrified without a wig!" Despite
his international success, Charles still purchases all the wigs for
his shows. Before going into production he sketches out the
looks he has in mind. That's what | call wig devotion.

Charles is currentiy working on several plays and television
projects, so fans will soon get the Tix they so desire.

JHE LADY BUNNY
It's hard to believe that it's already been ten years since Bunny

headed north from her small drag shack in the South. Yet, in
those years she has left her indelible mark on this city and its
many wig devotees. Wigstock has become not only an annual
event, but a symbol of how wigs can change the world. Like so
many others, for Bunny the love of wigs began early. Her first
wig memory: "l was like ten. | was getting up in drag like 'A
Woman' for Halloween. It was a grey/blonde short Doris Day
style wig. | wore my mother's shoes and | did my own make-
up.” An auspicious beginning, no doubt. From the beginning
Bunny has subscribed to a multiple wig look. In her early years
in Atlanta she would go out on “a regular basis wearing two falls
with a big bow to hold them on". Bunny has alway strived for
what she calls "a sweet drag look". Some of her trademarks:
All Bunny's wigs have a 'bump’ for that extra height a petite girl
needs. She alway wears bangs, "never without!". She likes that
“funky look of the 60's and 70's, it's Super-Starry!". And she, as
we have already mentioned, usually wears more than one at a
time. "1 usually put two wigs together, if not more. | was
wearing four this past Wigstock.” Her all time favorite look,
however is braids. "I love a braid look. Braid sculpture. The
thicker the better. | was influenced by Joan Crawford in
“Berserk!”,

Bunny usually purchases her wigs at IV and Y Chung Traders on
Broadway. Her wig of choice is Allura. "There's a swing to it.
It's a lot more realistic. It has lustre." Bunny's wigs are usually
styled by Bobby Miller.
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As for her fame as a wig-wearing altruist, Bunny says, "It's
important to remember, our founding fathers wore wigs. The
Wigstock Generation is all about self expression. It's the idea
that drag can be fun without necessarily being a lifestyle. It's
wiggy fun! Who cares if it's a wig!

The Lady Bunny can be seen in a wig every Tuesday at Love
Machine at the Palladium, and she is the glamorous "door girl" at
MAC Make-up at 14 Chrisopher $t. every Sunday from 1-6PM.
And don't forget Wigstock, Labor Day Weekend with the location
to be announced.

JULIE HALSTON
Julie Halston came to fame by way of Theater in Limbo. She co-

starred in many of Charles Busch's extravaganzas, most recently
as Pat Pilford in "Red Scare on Sunset". Now she has struck out
on her own in "Julie Halston's Lifetime of Comedy". A critical
and financial success, the show has put Julie on the road to
stardom. In her show she is the first to tell you the large role
wigs have played in achieving this success. Her discussion of her
inherited fascination with hairpieces in "Lifetime" is a highlight.
Her first wig memory: "1 was kind of mortified. My father's
hairpiece flew out onto the Long Island Expressway. He ran
after it and caught it. Holding it up like a cat, he said "| saved
it". He used to putit on top of the clock on the mantie. |
thought we had two cats for a while.".

In the late 60's, Julie's sister Carol was a wig role model for her.
“She had a fall which she_.wore to high school. | begged my
mother for one, but she wouldn't let me have one." By the 70's
the "natural look" was in. Julie says, "| hated it! | have thin
hair." So she cut all her hair off and wore the "Twiggy/Mia
Farrow look". She resorted to crimping her hair in the late 70's,
and by the mid-80's she had returned to wigs. "Charles loved it.
The wigs | wore were cheap shit, but | didn't care. Charles told
me | looked like a dyke ball player. | would even wear short
frou-frou wigs with a hat on top. | loved that look. | have
always thought there is nothing wrong with looking like a drag
queen.

Julie now owns two wigs of her own after years of wearing her
theatrical wigs around town. She wants a lot more. "l gave my
old wigs from Limbo to my step-kids. People often tell her what
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beautiful hair she has. To this she replies "Thanks. You can have
it for $200 at Hannah's Wigs!" She can no longer pass 8 wig shop
without going in to compare price, length and color. Her wig
idols are Barbra Rush, Ruta Lee and Doris Day, but her favorite
look is Julie Christie in “Shampoo". "It was a great color and
style-with bangs. | do like an attempt at real style.” However,
her proudest wig moment was when she went to see Ann-
Margret at Radio City Music Hall. "I looked around and | knew
every drag queen. | turned to my fiance and asked him if he
could deal with that. He said 'yes'. | said, 'Now we can get
married!'" Julie just signed a development deal for a sitcom
with CBS. She'll be taking her wigs with her, because she
believes: "Before a camera you have to look your best. And the
best is a wig and false eyelashes. Think of Priscille Presley-
Liberation through artifice! “Julie Halston's Lifetime of Comedy”
has an open run at The Actor's Playhouse on 7th Avenue South.

LYPSINKA

It's amazing that Lypsinka can keep her wig on at all, what with
jetting around the world to her various modelling assignments.
She barely has time to hob-nob with the other gliterrati, much
less stop to chat about the importance of wigs. Yet she
graciously took a few minutes away from rehearsing her new
show, "Lypsinka: A Day in the Life", to tell us what wigs mean to
her.

Her earliest wig memory: "| was at a carnival in Dallas. | looked
up at the roller coaster and this woman's wig flew off". Since
her early years “"Lyppy"”, és her friends call her, knew how to
make costumes and style wigs. She still works on her own
coiffure, but she now has Anthony Wong do her coutoure. That is
when she isn't strutting down the runway for Thierry Mugler
screaming at the top of Connie Steven's lungs.

Lypsinka's first professional wig came from Lee's Mardi Gras. "I
used to wear the 'Elke’ style, now | wear a brighter red. Sort of
like Cyd Charisse in "Band Wagon". When she was young, her
family owned a Merle Norman Cosmetics shop, but it sold
anything they wanted to-like dark wigs and make-up for black
women.

More recently, she has become friends with former super-model
Peggy Moffatt and learned her beauty secrets. Peggy, it seems,
never leaves the house without a full face and two pair of
eyelashes. "Learning from Peggy has been my secret coup. She
wears #221 false eyelashes.”.
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Does Lypsinka have any advice for beginners on the road to
super-stardom? "Get a separate apartment just for wigs. You'll
need it. It's so hard to find e good wig box." Lypsinka has been
at every Wigstock and will continue to do so. Her new show,
"Lypsinka:-A Day in the Life" open March 30th for only 34
performances at the Perry Street Theater.

Lypsinka...Bunny...Charles and Julie in younger but not wiggier days.
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Ga U S A Gay Cable Network i=
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Thursdays at | lpm on Manhattan Channel 35 10185 i inese

Mondays at 9pm on Paragon C.':.:.'.r.c—.' I6

Be Our Guest

Thursdays at 10pm on Monhattan Channel 17

Men and Films
Now on Chicago Cable Channel 51 Thursdays al

Thursdays at Midnight on Manhattan Channel 35 10pm starting February 20th!
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to our beliefs.

As long as you subscribe to our magazine.
Because at HYQ , we love you just the way you are.
»40.95 [slightly less than §1 per lssua] *» call 212878.9777
[or ook for it on your newsstand/every monday]
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