




































THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF WIGS! 

Yes, It Is a wonderful world of wigs. With the aduent of modern 
wig technology, a whole world of wigs Is open to us. But wigs 
are hardly D new lnuentlon. Since mDn first crawled through the 
mud and set up house In cDues, we'ue been sticking things on our 
heDd when we just CDn't stay home on a bad hDir day. Rt first 
we used DnimDI hDir Dnd twigs, then In mid-Euil times we pulled 
It off other humDns DOd stuck In on ourselues. That WDS fun but 
Impractical. Fast forward to the lnuention of petroleum by
products, Dnd we arrlue at the lnnouDtlon known as either 
KDnkelon or Dynell. Yes, In the twentieth century, hDir 
replacement technology moued Into the space age. Rs we moue 
Into the IDst decade of this century, wigs haue taken on a whole 
new meDnlng. With the help of The Lady Bunny Dnd thousDnds of 
followers, wigs haue to come to symbolize the struggle for 
peDce Dnd equality. Th8t 's right, eueryone can we8r wigs 
peDcefully. Nay, euen joyfully. In the following pages, you will 
reDd Dbout the affects wigs hDue hDd on some prominent 
entertDiners. As you read on, feel free to slip into your wig of 
choice, brush It back, out of your eyes , Dnd feel the uibrDtlons of 
wig unity throughout the IDnd. 

CHARLES BUSCH 
Known to most New Yorkers, DnsJ now internationDIIy DS the 
writer and star of such plays DS "Uampire lesbiDns of Sodom • 
Dnd most recently " Red ScDre on Sunset · , Ch8rles has just 
returned from 8 smDsh production of · uampires " in JDpDn. 
ChDrles' productions Dre perhDPS Dlmost as famous for their use 
of wigs. Hauing just been In the IDnd of KDbuki, I wondered If 
thDt hDd Dny Dffect on him. "Yes, I got to try one on (meDnlng D 
KDbukl wig). They weigh D ton I " ChDrles has been obssessed by 
wigs from Dn early age. " I neuer found reDiity Interesting •, he 
uys. " I DIWDys loued actresses with D penchant for red wigs . I 
remember, growing up, my sister hDd 8 long switch. 1 tried It on, 
trying to style it so I could look like Audrey Hepburn. When 1 
wu 1 0, I wu sent to Dn Dll boys camp DOd we did a production 
of " Le Bourgeois Gentllhomme•, Dnd of course I ended up In D 
wig piDylng the countess. 
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Wigs Cont. 

From there, he went to writing and starring In his own plays and 
wigs. " R really good wig can Inspire flue plays . I buy a wig and I 
start playing around with It, and I can come up with flue stories. 
If you look at my plays you un trace a characters euolution 
through the wigs.· Charles no longer un consider appearing on 
stage without a wig. " I'd be terrified without a wig! • Despite 
his lnternatlonel succ ess, Charles still purchues all the wigs for 
his shows. Before going Into production he sketches out the 
looks he has in mind. That 's what I call wig deuotlon. 
Charles Is currently working on seueral plays and teleulslon 
projects, so fans will soon get the fiK they so desire. 

THE LRQY BUNNY 
It's hard to belieue that It's already been ten years since Bunny 
headed north from her small drag shack In the South. Yet, In 
those years she has left her Indelible mark on this city and its 
many wig deuotees. Wigstock has become not only an annual 
eu ent, but a symbol of how wigs can change the world. like so 
many others, for Bunny the loue of wigs began early. Her first 
w ig memory: " I was like ten. I was getting up In drag like 'R 
Woman' for Halloween. It was a grey/ blonde short Doris Day 
style wig. I wore my mother's shoes and I did my own make
up." Rn auspicious beginn ing, no doubt. From the beginning 
Bunny hils subscribed to a multiple wig look. In her e11rly years 
In Rtlant11 sh e would go out on · a regu111r basis wearing two fall s 

• with a big bow to hold them on ". Bunny has alway strlued for 
what she c1111s " 11 sweet drag look". Some of her trademarks: 
All Bunny's wigs haue 11 'bump ' for thllt eKtra height a petite girl 
needs. She alw11y wears bugs, "neuer without! ". She likes th11t 
" funky look of the 60's and 70's, It's Super-Stllrry! " . Rnd she, as 
we haue 111re11dy mentioned, usu1111y wears more than one at a 
time. " I usu11lly put two w igs together, If not more. I was 
wurlng four this past Wigstock. • Her all time fauorlte look, 
howeuer Is br11lds. " I loue 11 braid look. Braid sculpture. The 
thicker the better. I was Influenced by Joan Crawford In 
"Berserk! •. 
Bunny usually purchases her wigs at W and Y Chung Traders on 
Bro11dw11y. Her wig of choice is Rllura. "There's a swing to it. 
It's a lot more realistic. It hils lustre. • Bunny 's wigs 11re usu11lly 
styled by Bobby Miller. 
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Rs ror her fame as a wig-wearing altruist, Bunny says, "It's 
Important to remember, our rounding fathers wore wigs. The 
Wigstock Generation Is ell about self eHpresslon. It's the Idee 
that dreg can be run without necessarily being a lifestyle. It's 
wlggy run! Who ceres if it's e wig! 
The Ledy Bunny can be seen in a wig euery Tuesday et Loue 
Me chine at the Palladium, and she Is the glamorous · door girl " et 
MRC Melee-up et 14 Chrlsopher St. euery Sunday from 1-6PM. 
Rnd don 't forget Wigstoclc, Lebor Dey Weekend with the locetion 
to be announced. 

dULl E HRLSTON 
Julie Helston ceme to feme by wey or Theater In limbo. She co
starred In meny or Cherles Busch"s eHtrnuaganzas, most recently 
as Pet Pilford in "Red Scare on Sunset ". Now she has struck out 
on her own in "Julie Helston's lifetime or Comedy " . R critical 
end finenciel success, the show has put Julie on the roed to 
stardom. In her show she Is the first to tell you the large role 
wigs hnue played in echieuing this success. Her discussion or her 
inherited rescinetion with hairpieces In "lifetime• Is e highlight. 
Her first wig memory: "I was kind or mortified. My rather's 
hairpiece flew out onto the Long lslend EHpresswey. He ren 
after It end caught it. Holding it up like e cet, he said "I seued 
it " . He used to put it on top or the clock on the mantle. I 
thought we had two cets fore while. · . 
In the lete 60's, Julie's sister cerol wns n wig role model for her. 
"She had a fall which she.wore to high school. I begged my 
mother for one, but she wouldn' t Jet me heue one. " By the 70's 
the "natural look" was ln. Julie seys, " I heted it! I heue thin 
hair. " So she cut ell her hair orr and wore the "Twiggy/Mie 
Farrow look". She resorted to crimping her heir in the Jete 70's, 
end by the mid-80's she had returned to wigs. "Charles Joued it. 
The wigs I wore were cheap shit, but I didn't care. Cherles told 
me 1 looked like e dyke bell player. I would euen wear short 
frou-frou wigs with e hat on top. I Joued that look. I hnue 
alwnys thought there is nothing wrong with looking like a drng 
queen. 
Julie now owns two wigs or her own after years or wearing her 
theatrical wigs eround town. She wants a Jot more. " I gaue my 
old wigs from limbo to my step- kids. People often tell her whet 
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beoutiful hoir she hos. To this she replies "Thonlcs. You con houe 
It for $200 ot Honnoh's Wigs! " She con no longer poss o wig shop 
without going In to compere price, length ond color. Her wig 
Idols ore Borbro Rush, Ruta Lee ond Doris Day, but her fouorlte 
look Is Julie Christie In • Shompoo •. "It wos o greet color ond 
style- with bongs. 1 do like on ottempt ot real style. • Howeuer, 
her proudest wig moment wos when she went to see Ann
Morgret ot Rodlo City Music Holl. "I looked oround ond I knew 
euery drog queen. I turned to my flonce ond osked him If he 
could deol with thot. He sold 'yes'. 1 sold, 'Now we con get 
morried! '" Julie just signed o deuelopment deal foro sitcom 
with CBS. She'll be toking her wigs with her, becouse she 
belleues: " Before o comera you houe to look your best . And the 
best is o wig ond folse eyelashes. Think of Priscillo Presley
Liberotlon through ortifice! "Julie Holston's Lifetime of Comedy " 
hos an open run ot The Actor's Ployhouse on 7th Auenue South. 

LYPSINKA 
1 t 's omozlng thot Lypslnka can keep her wig on ot oil, whot with 
jetting oround the world to her uorlous modelling osslgnments. 
She borely hos time to hob - nob with the other gliterrotl, much 
Jess stop to chot obout the importonce of wigs. Yet she 
grociously took o few minutes owoy from rehearsing her new 
show, • Lypslnko: A Doy in the Life • , to tell us whot wigs me on to 
her. 
Her earliest wig memory: " I wos ot o corniuol in Dollos. 1 looked 
up at the roller coost er and this women's wig flew off ". Since 
her early years " Lyppy " , 8s her friends call her, knew how to 
mote costum es ond style wigs. She still works on her own 
coiffure , but she now has Anthony Wong do her coutoure. Thot is 
when she isn' t strutting down the runway for Thierry Mugler 
screaming at the top of Connie Steuen's lungs. 
Lypsinka's first professionol wig come from Lee's Mordi Gros. " I 
used to wear the 'Eike' style, now I weor o brighter red. Sort of 
like Cyd Chorlsse In "Band Wogon· . When she wos young, her 
fomily owned o Merle Normon Cosmetics shop, but It sold 
onything they wonted to-like dork wigs and make- up for black 
women. 
More recently, she hos become friends with former super- model 
Peggy Moffett ond leorned her beouty secrets. Peggy , It seems, 
neuer leoues the house without o full foce ond two po lr of 
eyeloshes. " Leorning from Peggy hos been my se cret coup . She 
wears # 221 folse eyelashes. •. • 
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Does Lypslnka haue eny aduice for beginners on the road to 
super-stardom? "Get a separate apertment just for wigs. You'll 
need it. 1 t's so hard to find a good wig boH. • Lypsinka has been 
at euery Wigstoclc end will continue to do so. Her new show, 
"Lypsinka: . A Day in the Life" open March 30th for only 34 
performances ot the Perry Street Theater. 

Lypsinka ... Bunny ... Charles and Julie in younger but not wiggier days. 



Jennda Starr! by Hedda Lettuce • 



Gay U.S.A 
Thursdays at II pm on Manhattan Channe135 

Mondays at9pm on Paragon Channel 16 

Be Our Guest 
Thursdays at /Opm on Manhattan Channel 17 

Men and Films 
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Now on Chicago Cable Channel 53 Thursday• at 
IOpm starling February 20th' 
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