





EXIT PATS

In juni 1992 verscheen de allereerste Pats, het 0 nummer, bedoeld als
vitwisselingsblad voor de meer radikale/alternatieve pot en flikker. Nu, bijna 8
jaar later, bestaan we nog steeds en dat hadden we toch niet gedacht. Een
behoorlijk vaste kern van abonnees (45) die de Pats steunen en waarvan velen
meer geld gaven dan door ons gevraagd (op is het toch wel), maakten dat we de
Pats ieder kwartaa!l weer met veel plezier samenstelden. Wij willen nu vast al onze
trouwe abonnees bedanken plus alle fezersters die de PATS via de losse verkoop
kochten {ongeveer 50 per nummer). Ook voor de vele stukjes die jullie stuurden.
En niet te vergeten onze verkoopadressen in Nederland en Belgi&! Bedankt voor
al die mooie jaren. Wij hebben hat met veel plezier gedaan.

Dit nummer is het voortaatste nummer en het laatste dat in de winkel te Koop zal
zijn (de abonnees krijgen nog een speciale ailer-allerlaatse PATS). Na acht jaar
is het ook een mooi moment om afscheid te nemen, net op tijd voordat de
millenniumproblemen komen.... Maar vergeet niet, er komt dus nog een
afscheidsfeest op 4 december a_s. in het ACU (Voorstraat te Utrecht). Hopelijk
zien we jullie allemaal daar!

SEE YOU 4TH DECEMBER AT

THE PATS EXIT PARTY







En ik ken verder geen stad in
Mederland waar men zo paradeert en
flaneert als in Maastricht. Dus de straat
op zal men wel weer gaan. Maar hoe
nu verder na 20 jaar Roze zaterdagen?
j Afschaffen die hap en dan doen we het
verder wel met Roze Carnaval in
Maastricht, Roze huishoudt beurs in de
jaarbeurs  Utrecht, Roze Kermis in
Tilburg en als afsluiting de Grachten
Parade wvoor de hele familie in
Amsterdam? s het alleen nog maar
wachten op een Roze Centreparcs
arrangement voor het ‘builengewoon
diverse’ homo gezin en de roze
activiteiten kalender is compleet?
Stonewall was a riot — but what the helf
was ‘de Roze Zaterdag' dan?

In London gooit men het over een
andere boeg. Geen LONDON PRIDE
meer imaar de Mardi Gras heet het nu,
Waren er in Arnhem een paar duizend,
vooral lesbeo's bijeen, in London namen
25.000 mensen deel aan de parade en
65.000 mensen woonden het Mardi
Gras festival bij in Finsbury Park. Dat
extravagant en strijdbaar protest tot en
met homo's en lesbo's met hun
huisdieren danwel kinderen goed
samen kunnen gaan bleek uit de 'Gay
parade’ die dag (zie ook foto’s). Door
de recente bomaanslag op de levens
van hemo's en lesbo's kreeg de
parade ook een extra lading wat de
strijdbaarheid verhocgde. In SOHO
nabij de plek waar de bomaanslag
plaatsyond was er die dag een ‘open
air D.1Y, festival tegen ‘hate crimes'’.
Deze werd bezocht deer zo'n 2000
mensen. Ook waren er nog nogit
zoveel toeschouwers langs de parade
route als deze keer. Hoe wrang het
ock is, de bomaanslag heeft de
publieke opinie wakker geschud en hetl
lijkt erop dat dit een positieve invioed
heeft gehad jegens de houding naar
lesbo’s en homo's. De dag ervoor was
de Admiral Duncan (de pub waarop de

aanslag plaatsvond) heropend waarbij
1 minuut stilte in acht werd genomen
voor de slachtoffers,

In New York tenslotte werd uitgebreidt
_stilgestaan bij de gebeurienissen 30
Jaar geleden, Als trouwe Pats lezerster
hoeven we je over deze gebeurienis
verder niets meer te zeggen.

Oscar.













Wissensweries flir Neulinge zum Ilintergrund:

Die Homolandwoche in der Kooperative Haina ist das 16. Treflen der Homlinderlunen,
erstmals in den nenen Bundeslindern. Alle halbe Jahre treflen sich schwule Autonome, auenome
Schwule, Minnee licbende Punks, Schwanz uagende Queers, verriickee Tunten, homosexuelle
Hambesetzer, schwucheelipe Linke und linksradikale Schwuchieln auf der Honsolandwache. Fern
vom Stress der Stidie und Szenen diskuticren wir zussmmen diber brennende Themen, Theorie
und Praxis, konstruieren und dekenstruieren an unseren Identititen, kochen und spiclen, ficken.

streiten, lieben, tanzen,.,

Dic Woche wird durch alle Teilnehmer pestabter und ist immer so toll oder so schlimm,
wie s ihre Teilnchmer sind. Je mehr Lewme Arbeingruppen im Vorfeld varberciten und
Diskussionspapicre und Themenvorschlige mitbringen, desto spannender und intensiver wevden

dic Bepepnungen wnd der Austausch,

Wer kommen will. soll sich mbglichst file dic gane Wache Zeit nchmen. Dic
Homolandweche ist sets eine Entwicklung von Stimmung, Diskussionsstand, Befindlichkeiten,
Erlebrem. Katasteofen. Eine frithere Abreise oder spitere Anrcire verhindern oft manches zu

versichen bezichungsweive i erleben.

Das Finanzielle: Fir dic Unterkunft beréchnen wnsere Gastgeberlnnen 10.-DM pro Tag.
dazu kommen iiberschlagsimiBig nochmaly 10.- DA fir alkoholfieie Verpflegung. Ca. 140.- DM
solhien fiir die Woche also ausreichen. Bei fnanzicen Eagpissen kann cin Kiinstler-Sozial-Fond

angebrochen werden!
Bitte vergerst miche:

Ideewr und Kreativividt fiir unsere AGs

Fummel, Schminke und afles Sthine wnd Peinliche fiir die Tunic und den gepflegren Hern
Spicle snd Unterhalnames fiir wilde Nachte

Lawra-Ashicy-Innendekorationsmaterial

Schlafack

Spanuendes zum Lesen, Diskurieren wund Streiten

Kochrezepee

Filvae nnd Tantrigerinnen







ANARCHA BOEKENMARKT

Op zaterdag 23 oktober 1999 wordt in het politiek-kultureel centrum ACU,
Voorstraat 71, in Utrecht een Anarchistiese Boekenmarkt gehouden. Diverse
anarchistiese tijdschriftenmakers, uitgeverijen, boekhandels, infowinkels en
actiegroepen zullen deze dag aanwezig zijn. Er zal ook een stand van de PATS
aanwezig zijn. De katering is in handen van mobiele keuken de Breedbekkikker.
Toevalligerwijs is 23 oktober overigens ook de honderdste geboortedag van de
anarchist Arthur Lehning, die in 1999 de literaire PC-Hooftprijs toegekend kreeg
voor zijn gehele werk. De boekenmarkt duurt van 11.00 tot 18.00 uur en is vrij
toegankelijk.










Sitting in the mixed audience of Jewish grandmothers, boyish young Valencia Street dykes,
Jewish activists, and lesbians of every age and race, it was difficult to absorb information
about the reign of the Nazi parly without 3 growing sense of horror. The sheer scope of the
elfects on Germany's tesbian culture is hard 1o fathom: Lhe closest contemporary analogy
would be to drop a nuclear bomb on each and every dyke community from Seattle to Key
Wesl, and sweep the radicaclive ash into the Grand Canyon.

Viewrt of Ve Aagpnen

The recent in¢rease in public interest about lesbian lives during the Third Reich is largely
credited to the popularity of one book: Aimée and Jaguar. This lesbian best-seller by Erica
Fischer chronicies the unlikely love slory between Lilly "Aimée™ Wust, who was married to
a tazi soldier, and Felice "Jaguar” Schragenheim, a member of the Jewish underground.
The book spawned a total of three films, which have appeared at fiim festivals worldwide,
Lhe latest being this year's Love Story: Berlin 1942,

Fischer's initial fascination with the two women's story came from being a native German
Jew and a child of Hotocaust survivors herself. "Young people have to be reached by
individual stories,” Fischer says. She became aware of Wust and Schragenheim when, in
1981, Wust received the "Unsung Hero" medal from the German government for harboring
four Jewish women during the Nazi regime.

Fischer's book details the relationship between Wust and
By the I92t?s, Berlin had Schragenheirn, which started when Schragenheim seduced
become a liberai, Wust and only meonths later came out Lo her—as a Jew. On
cosmopolitan mecea for the last day of their relationship, the two women went Lo
zays and lesbians, much as the park, picnicked, and took photographs of each other
{including the photo, left, which is on the book’s cover).

Sun Francisco is today. They arrived back home to find the Gestapo waiting for
them. Schragenheim was arrested and interned in Theresienstadt, the "model” ¢camp for
political prisoners the Nazis showed the cutside world. Wust attempted to visit in order to
pass her lover messages and food. A week later Schragenheim was transferred to a
different conc¢entration camp, never to return.

"One reason for the book's popularity is its intimate look at one relationship, rather than a
dry historic survey of thousands of lives,” says Naomi Seidman, who is a child of survivors
as well as an associale professor of Jewish culture at the Graduale Theological Union in
Berkeley, California. Seidman hypothesizes the story has caught the public’s imagination
because il concerns "forbidden” love. "Like Romeo and Juliet, Lilly Wust and Felice
Schragenheim belonged to ‘families' who were at war with each other,” she says. Seidman
also suggests that the popularity of Aimde and Jaguar, like The Diary of Anne Frank, is a
result of a feminist tendency to sympathize with victims, She calls Aimée and Jaguar, "an
enticing image of woman loving woman against ail odds.” She continues, "But victimization
doesn't guarantee that you're politically pure."

Thanks in par{ to the huge popularity of the book, Lilly Wust has come to be seen as a
hero, even though Fischer herself doesn't completely agree. "The story changed for me as
I started asking questions,” she reports. "Lilly was a very German woman, a Nazi woman. [
think the younger generation is more generous to Lilly than an older one would be. Did
Lifly do the right thing, trying to visit Felice? Or did she just attract attention to Felice and
get her deported?”




Still, Fischer's book did have a sirong effect on the surviving subject: Lifly Wust came out,
publicly, for the first time. "Before meeting me, Lifly never used the word 'lesbian’. she
would just use euphemisms,” says Fischer, "She would say someone was Yike that"."

Bty Vhevirephe thie spelvere

Historians such as Fischer who are trying to uncover the queer history of Nazi-era
Germany face seemingly insurmountable challenges. "The history is difficutt 1o
reconstrect,” says Claudia Scheppman, author of Days of Masguerade: Life Stories of
Lesbians during the Third Reich. "Homophobia continued after World War }1. I was able to
get a dozen interviews for my book, but little more.” Many witnesses and documents have
been lost over time, and it may be too late to rescuee the bits that remain,

Researchers trying to uncover what little gueer evidence exists frequently encounter
resistance from another source as wel—traditional Holocaust scholars, Schoppman notes
that some Jewish Holocaust researchers protested her initial research, The protesters felt
that focusing exclusively on the experiences of gays and lesbians "would dilute the

sacrifices of the Jews,” Schoppman explains.

Despite the inherent homophobia apparent in the exclusion of gays and lesbians fram
many Holecaust-oriented museums and organizations, at least part of the omission is due
to practical concerns, says Cannon. Representing gays, lesbians, and other non-Jewish
victims of the Holocaust has been a challenge, she says, due in Jarge part to the scarcity of
memograbilia. Cannon reports that the Holocaust Museumn of Washington, D.C. debated
whether to include non-Jewish groups in its exhibits, and after a great deal of effost and
expense was able to tocate only one pink iriangle patch from a prisoner's uniform.

However, gay and lesbian Holocaust researchers are slowly making inreads. The inquiries
that first began in the mid 1980s have led to activism by the late 1990s. Even so, most
gay and leshian Holocaust organizations are onby a few years old, and there is still no
formal organization to study this period of queer history in Germany. The advances which
have been made have been mostly through individual researchers. What they are
uncovering is 3 frightening tale of the oppression and destruction of the entire gay and
lesbian culture of the time,

Phe Golden Ago ol qgucee:s Beddin

Untit the Nazi rise 10 power in the 19305, the history of homosexuvality in Germany is one
of tolerance, if not legal protection. Although Germany had an antisodomy taw on the
baoks—the infamous paragraph 175 of the German Criminal Code, estabfished in 1871 it
was not frequently enforced. At the same time, Germany was at the forefront of the study
of sexuality, especially after the founding of The Scientific Humanitartan Committee in
1897 by the famous sexolegist Magnus Hirschfeld. Pfimarily a gay men'’s organization, the
committee conducted educational and political drives o have the antisodomy laws
repealed and to create a more open atmosphere for discussion of sexua) p;e)ferences.

By the 1920s, Berlin had become a liberal, cosmopolitan mecca :‘5’
for gays and lesbians, much as San Francisco is togay. One &
historian, Frank Rector, estimates that the number of gay bars
and periodicals in 1920s Berlin outnumbered those of New York
in the 1980s. These bars and clubs altracted the glitterati of

intellectual and cabaret society. Gay and lesbian publications were in their h
including a lesbian magazine \itled Freundin, or "Girlfriend.”

dyi’.
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BT 1Al women found their lives controlled by draconian
|’1'ke 'dm.f woman was regulations, Abortion was not an issue under the Third Reich,
nol considered capable |nocause the law made the decision for women, A combination
of leshianisim,  [of contradictory abortion laws existed: one law required

: abortion and sometimes sterilization for the "genetically unfit”;
the other prohibited abortion for heailthy Aryan women.

GEGEN
NAZIS

in August of 1936, the Nazis set up a special potice force: the Office for Combating
Homosexuality and Abortions. By 1938, homosexual crimes were redefined to include anal
sex and mutual masturbation, and the rate of arrest for homosexuality ballooned from 800
to 8,000 per year. Schoppman estimates that between 1937 and 1939, 95,000 peopie
were arrasted on suspicion of homosexuality. Unfortunately, as with 50 many artifacts of
the time, the files that woutd confirm these figures were destroyed during the war.

Deaspite the laws prohibiting male homosexuality, no separate laws for leshians wera
enacted because, in the eye of the government, lesbianism was hard to detect and
lesbians themselves were "curable pseudo-sexuals" capable of reform. While the ideal
Aryan woman was not considered capable of lesbianism, "Lesbians were not considered
much of a political danger because of women's lesser status,” explains Schoppman.

Instead, lesbians were often arrested as prostitutes for "indecent® or "licentious” behavior;
many of them were turned in by family members. Criminal punishment for licentious
women was the stuff of nightmares: assignment to a brothel, internment in a labor camp,
or sterilization. What Schoppman calls "the days of masquerade” began. Gay men and
lesbians married in Increasing numbers, hoping to avoid arrest and internment for indecent
acts.

By the time the Office for Combating Homosexuaiity was established, the con-centration
camps at Dachau, Buchenwald, Sachsenhausen and RavensbrYck (a ¢amp intended for
women prisoners) had aiready been in operation for three years. The Nazi quest for racial
purity was taking its darkest turns. Inmates of the concentration and labor camps were
fabeled with cloth patches to identify their crimes. Gay men, historians teil us, were sent
to the camps with tags pinned to them to denote their crimes, most frequently a triangular
pink patch or the letier "A,” which stood for "Ass-Fucker.” Schoppman's estimate is that
approximately 15,000 gay men were sentenced to these camps, out of which
approximately 5,000 survived. For leshians, the numbers are less exact.

Part of the reason for this historical murkiness is that lesbians were often prosecuted
under different criminal codes, with their sexual preference being merely noted in the legal
records. Many were arrested for being "asocial™—a catch-all term to note deviancy from
social norms—or for being prostitutes. Ironically, the same lesbians who were not
considered enough of a political threat to merit separate ¢riminal identification were often
sent to the camps as political subversives. While the pink triangle was used for gay men,
lesbians often ended up with red triangles—the mark of the asocial subversive. The true
number of women who died for their sexual preferences during the Third Reich is
something historians may never learn.




{old War, Cofd Shouldars

At the end of Warld War II, the dreadful secrets which fay behind the walls of such camps
as Dachau, Treblinka and Bergen-Belsen were revealed to the world as Allied troops
liberated the prisoners within, Hardened soldiers broke down at the sight of starved
prisaners in rags and mountains of prayer shawls, eyeglassas, and other items confiscated
from the dead. Still worse, the liberation of all the camps took nearly five months., It's
entirely possible that Felice Schragenheim, fike Anne Frank, died only months or even days
away from freadom.

Germany was practically destroyed by the Second World War, The open-minded literature
and artwork of the sexologists, the intellectuals, and Berlin's cabargt society had long since
been burned and the ashes spread. Millions had died in the camps. Millions more had died
either fighting in the war or lrying to escape it. Maay of Germany's brightest thinkers, and
much of the Jewish population, did their best to emigrate before the worst occurred,

Berlin, only 20 years after its Golden Age, lay literally in pieces, split between Lhe Allies.

During the years of the Cofd War, from 1947 and up until the mid 19705 a silence settied
over Germany. Although history classes in German schools covered the rise and fall of the
National Socialist parly in general terms, individuals remained silent about the things they
did—or didn't do- -during the war, The entire subject of the Holocaust's worst atrocities
became taboo among survivors and sympathizers afike.

Gays and lesbians came out of hiding onby to discover that politically, they were right back
where they had started in 1897, While the worst of the Third Reich's tegal excesses were
removed from the German criminal code, the basic anti-sodomy rulings of Paragraph 175
remained intact. Neither West nor East Germany made any other attempts at a Final
Solution, but neither did they make a move to return to another Golden Era. The
atmosphere of openness and wilingness to talk about sexuality had evaporated. As of this
writing, the German government has still staled no plans to make reparations to the
families of gays and lesbians interned during the Nazi regime. Pierre Seel, a gay Holocaust
survivor, would later give his memoirs the bitter title Liberation Was for Others,

Flige Tt for a fosfiire Holocgeel story

By the late 1970s and early 1980s, a generation of Germany's children decided they had
listened to the silence long enough, They had questions about the National Socialists; why
weren't their parents answering? Liberation politics were on the rise as activists pointed to
human rights prablems in South Africa, South America, and China. Why not gay liberation,
too? As Jewish activists and historians sought to ensure the Holocaust would never be lost
to history, gays and lesbians also looked for the pants of history they could reclaim.

Claudia Schoppman explains that studying the lives of lesbians in the Holocaust provided
her—as a native German, a student of German history, and a lesbian—research that
addressed all aspects of herself, Ali Cannon, program director for San Francisco's Holocaust
Center, and David Stein, the Center's newly elected executive director, concur. They Loo
are drawn to this subject because Lhey are able to approach it as queer lews, The
Holocaust has become a touchstone of identity for many Jews; now queer lews are
understanding its importance to their ideniities as well.
















