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One of the frequently asked ques­
tions of Ginge 1 was whether or not 
HELGA Is a real person. And I have 
to say -even though she Isn't going to 
thank me for It -the answer Is yes, 
lndeedy-doo. Those lucky enough to 
have been able to afford to go to that 
mass consumer fest that was "Pride 
'94" (the Lesbian and Gay seems to 
have withered away and died these 
past few years) last year may have 
noticed the DIKEA girls with one of 
them wearing a rather nifty cardboard 
horned helmet. That was Helga that 
was. And here's a photo to prove lt. 
Maybe you even bought one of the 

DIKEA badges, treasure It -for It was 
made with her own fair paws. 

From this Issue on I'm trying to get 
up a mailing list, If you liked Glnge 2 
and think you might like like to have 
copies of any future Issues then bung 
me a stamped self addressed enve­
lope ( -1 prefer this because then If I 
can't read your handwriting I can't be 
accused of negligence if it gets lost in 
the post.) Then when I've actually got 
the next Glnge ready I can send you 
a flier about it, and how much It's 
going to cost you, and all those other 
Important details, without bankrupt­
Ing myself In the process. 

And if absolutely no one sends In 
any SAE's then I might have to have 
a rethink about whether or not It's 
worth continuing Ginge at all. Be 
warned. It's just that I like to think I'm 
actually doing this for someone -it 
keeps me motivated. 
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THE MAINSTREAM GAY 
PRESS REVIEWED 
So let's see what we've got 

here In the happy world of gay main­
stream publishing In these, the oh­
so liberated nineties. 

GAY TIMES 
The old weighty worthy, well 

kind of, that's the impression it tries 
to give of itself. Gay Times started 
out as a stable mate to an already 
well established bunch of British 
gay porn titles. And Incorporated 
HIM which was, (and later become 
again) a Gay porn title. This meant 
the mag had it's fair share of nudey 
boy pin ups -there to help to adver­
tise It's sister porn titles. But In 
those heady political times, (actu­
ally a left over from the seventies, 
and an adherence to then fashion­
able feminist (anti-sex) principles) 
the pin-ups were deemed unsuit­
able and had to go. They have crept 
back again mind you, first In the 
form of those tacky phone line ad­
verts and now as the coverpaperfor 
the classified section. Sex being 
back In fashion, In these so-called 
Post-feminist times. Gay Times 
based itself on the thick American 
monthly 'the Advocate', even down 
to originally using the same cheap 
(and nasty) newsprint. Though 
these days in a effort to match the 
new glossies Phase and Attitude, 
it's got itself a square bound spine 
and better paper with lots more 
colour. But it's still so boring. So 
much of it is devoted to advertising , 
sorry reviewing its own publishing 
houses' books and videos. With 
tedious samey uncritical reviews of 
the same old clubs and pubs with 

photos of inanely happy punters 
smiling Into the camera over and 
over again. Be honest, when have 
you EVER seen the gay press give 
any gay pub or club a bad review? 
Big yawn city. Any interesting arti­
cles are few and far between. But it 
could well stagger on indefinitely, 
since Millivres isn't going to let its 
biggest showcase fold, and it must 
bring in enough revenue from its 
classified sections to be able to 
carry on for years to come yet. 

PHASE (now deceased) 
One of the first new contend­

ers. Very much based on the Ameri­
can glossy OUT which hit New York 
a couple of years back which obvi­
ously must have done so well over 
there that some enterprising souls 
thought a British clone might do as 
equally well here. And thus we got 
Phase (and Attitude, and DIVA) 
The first issue was very sad, so 
short of articles it had to use a lot of 
EXTRA LARGE TYPE In order to 
make its page numbers up. I bought 
issue two for the Au Paul interview, 
and for the bits on Sadie Lee and 
Dez Jarman and the Sisters, think­
Ing maybe things were picking up. 
But that proved short lived. It was 
back to being so boring by the next 
issue that I really regretted having 
bought it , the issue after that was 
even worse so I didn't buy it. (It also 
proved to be its last issue -surprise 
surprise -1 toyed with the idea of 
buying it just to complete the set, but 
on another flick through I still couldn't 
bringmyselftobuyit! Andforamag 
addict like me that's really saying 
something!) It was notable for being 
overloaded with page after page of 
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stupid quasi-soft pornish fashion 
photos. God I hate fashion shots! 
And Sad Boys Inc. do 'punk' was a 
real low spot. Wasn't the FACE 
doing this sort of thing nearly ten 
years ago? and doing it a lot better. 
Dizzy queens whose only thoughts 
are as to what over priced clothes 
they can waste their money on next 
can already buy Vogue, GQ and 
many other disgusting fashion rags. 
Unfortunately this too can be said of 

ATTITUDE 
Which Is slightly better than 

Phase at least and at £3 It had 
better bloody be. I've bought it be­
cause it's had good stuff on Leigh 
Bowery, John Waters, Klaus Noml, 
and even Peter (D:Ream) Cunnah 
'fesslng up to having enjoyed a boy 
to boy snog and once waking up to 
a unexpected blow job. Now that's 
exactly the stuff I want to hear about 
celebrities, the DIRT! Once gay 
pop stars come out and others 'less 
up to their Indiscretions then at least 
I can pretend we've made It Into the 
Nineties! But then I really could 
have done without the exclusive 
Interviews with Diana Ross, and 
Noml Campbell1 their travelogues 
and their endless Inane consumer 
tests of designer lager, whhe Tshirts, 
denim jackets, razors and other 
assorted bollocksl Not to mention 
their uncritical blind love and pro­
motion of all things Clubby. We all 
know the gay press will never ever 
say anything nasty about any night 
spot or club because firstly, they 
might lose a bit of advertising rev­
enue and secondly, too many of the 
journos and photographers get lot 
In to these places for free and they 

love that. I know, I've done the 
same thing myself! 

Attitude has been the one to 
catch the most f lak because It's 
funded by a straight company. Well 
I don't know about this utopian no­
tion of a Pink pou nd funded 
economy, It's so cloud cuckoo as to 
be laughable. There isn't much of a 
rich gay ghetto outside of London 
anyway. So II a few greedy straights 
are willing to throw a litt le money our 
way It would be churlish to turn it 
down. After all straight businesses 
have long been happy enough to 
take gay money, and I'd rather see 
money donated by a well meaning 
straight than by a evil right wing 
queen any· day I It has also meant 
Attitude has kept going lor longer 
than Pha~e managed to. Beside 
which, isn't it a mite hypocritical to 
slag It off for not being gay-owned 
when all the other mags were delib­
erately courting straight advertis­
ers money! 

Unfortunately Attitude, aside 
from the occasional good article, Is 
marred by its fashion plates, Its 
rampant consumerist rantings (Is­
sue 4, had a lour page article: 'Men 
and Shopping'!! !) ahd blithely glib 
talk of foreign travel. As a pauper, 
I really feel I'm getting my nose 
rubbed In it here. Is there really this 
huge world of fantastically wealthy 
pooves out there? If so -where the 
bloody hell Is It? (Old Compton 
street, Soho, London that's where, 
nowhere else!) Isn't this the Gay 
Community settling down to SO's 
Thatcherlst Ideals a bit late in the 
day? Are they so burnt out by all 
that politicking and protesting In the 



Eighties that now they just want to 
rest up and shop and need to be told 
what to buy before spending their 
evenings in overpriced nightclubs 
showing off their new designer 
clothes and taking new designer 
drugs? Or Is there this whole new 
Gay consumer generation? Or was 
there a bunch of them who were 
hiding out all these years just wall­
Ing for the right t ime to emerge? Are 
there better brainwashing tech­
niques in force? In short , where 
have they all suddenly come from 
that there are all these magazines 
and products and businesses clam­
ouring for their trade? 

But I digress, back to the re­
views; 

The Pink Paper 
Ah yes, another dull but wor­

thy, or would be if it wasn't so shal­
low. Whereas the new mags cater 
for the richer right-wing-cum-liberal 
cum-rampant -consumerist spec­
trum of the Gay market, this is one 
forthe left-overleftles. Supposedly 
a national newspaper, except for 
most of the t ime its journalists seem 
a bit hard pressed to leave the 
security of their Hackney off ices or 
of the Fallen Angel pub just down­
stairs. So don't expect too much 
news outside of London. After all 
the highest density of Pooves In the 
country Is in the republic of Hackney 
so that's OK Isn't it? Oh, what can 
I say? it's been around for ages 
now, It's boring as anything, it's 
lazy, It caters for the old slightly 
crusty trendy Ietty social worker-Ish 
types. And it doesn't cost you 
anything. Which Is just as well since 
so few people would buy it! 

BOYZ 
Helga showed a copy of this 

to a straight friend of hers and he 
went "Ugh, the Sunl" He was so 
right, that's exactly what it is, a SUN 
for Gay bimbos. Loaded with nudey 
boy Pin ups (there to advertise 
Prowler Press' porn titles -Milllvres 
rivals in the soft gay porn business) , 
inconsequential fluff that they try to 
pass off as articles, endless con­
sumer news and until recently at the 
back, page after page of those stu­
pid 0898 phone line ads which is 
what pays for the whole thing. Can­
dyfloss pap tailor-made for brain 
dead vacuous hedonistic disco-bun­
nies. Bloody E has a lot to answer 
for. 

BONA (Deceased) 
This resembled nothing more 

than any number of those cheap 
Women's magazines. It had the 
Week's TV listings,lt had articles on 
home decor, interviews with Lon­
don scene queens you won't ever 
have heard of before unless you live 
In the very centre, and just couldn't 
give a tuck about even If you did. It 
was ghastly. Really nasty. Where 
were the love stories and the knit­
ling patterns? Thai's all it had miss­
ing. 

Gee, I wonder why this only 
lasted for three issues? The pub­
lishers c laim they cou ldn't get 
enough (presumably straight) ad­
vertisers. Golly, how ungrateful of 
them after all Bona's hard work of 
having so painstakingly removing 
all the things that make us offensive 
to the straights -the nudey boy pin­
ups, the politicking, the righteous 
outrage of how badly society treats, 

7 



8 

regards and discriminates against 
us, the sex. All of that taken out, in 
order to deliver us up as just an­
other targetable consumer group 
to the big corporations (instead of 
just to our own, as equally exploita­
tive, Gay businesses). Or could it 
be noonewantedtoactuallybuythe 
bloody thing -after all the Pink and 
Boyz and Shebang are for free and 
a lot less sanitized! 

So from the political Eighties, 
organising and protesting against 
discrimination and against the threat 
of HIV and AIDS it's come to this. 
We're all now just consumers. Just 
when the straight population are 
beginning to wake up to the horrors 
of consumerism, have started to try 
and recycle things, are becoming 
environmentally aware, we've been 
targeted as the last great consumer 
group. The dizzy shopping queens 
have won us our place as a nice 
hedonistic spendthrift market group 
to target. Willing to buy any crap 
they care to advertise at us. It's 
scary that so many gay men Identify 

with Patsy and Edina ol "Abso­
lutely Fabulous". The problem is 
that they see the show as an accu­
rate reflection , nay, a celebration of 
their sybaritic lifestyles instead of 
the scathing parody that it's meant 
as!· 

Do we get what we deserve in 
all of this? Or is it being foisted upon 
us? Is this the new gay orthodoxy? 
Obviously they are NOT catering to 
our real needs and diverse Interests 
otherwise why would I be publishing 
this thing, and why are other fags 
and dykes up and down the country 
and across the world producing their 
own Queerzines and comlx! The 
mainstream magazines are only 
talking to the same small bunch of 
rich over-privileged cosmopolitan 
queens, it looks like anybody else 
who doesn't have money, who 
doesn't live In the heart of London, 
or share the same mainstream 'rain­
bow' tastes been edged out com­
pletely. 

Their message; 'Consume 
or just fuck off and diel' 

FUCKOFF 
PAUPERS! 
_,/ 



RISIBLE GAYS #1 

THE BIMBO CONSUMER QUEEN 

Brain running~ 
on empty 

.,-1 Zonked out on MDMA 
MPJ~P'IIt. Jr and anything else he 

.._, can get his hands on 
Compulsory 

nafttattoo 

Dog tags, disco ~ 
whistle,rainbow rings 

Stupidly 
expensive designer I 
jeans (designed to '\ 
look just like any old ·~ 
pair of 501 S infact) ~, ./UIUUUHI 

COs of Crap 
dance music such as 

Kylie, Tal~e That, 
Whigfield, Ace of 

<:ase etc. 

c ompulsory 
pierced nipple 

~/ 
1 
~ Constantly 
showing off sweaty 

1 muscly chest gained 
via heavy steriods 
use (very depressing 
nonetheless) 

..... J".-11 
~ 'Can't even think 

straighr T Shirt or 
similar from 'Don't 
Panic' or similar. 

Boyz reader 
takes it as his Style 
Bible. buys, wears. 
does anything it 
says he should 

~~.........__} 

-t_ C'..atepl llar or otiiClr currenuy llet 1<fy anct vAS II)' 

over-prtcect ·work· 11oots In ru'ls ty r~w lul llvtge or 

OroWi l oofo< If 
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SOCIETY'S LIES 

Gay men and Lesbians 
should have at least one advan· 
tage over the straight popula· 
tlon. In that by the time they've 
successfully come to terms with 
their own sexuality (closet cases 
need not apply) they've come to 
realise that the whole of society is 
based on lies, gross assumptions, 
stupidity (not to mention greed, and 
self-seeking self interest at th·e ex­
pense of others -but these have all 
become a lot more exaggerated 
since the Tories swept into power). 
It isn't what's wrong with us which 
is the biggest problem but what's 
wrong with society and how it brings 
pressure to bear on every individual 
in order to make them conform and 
hence be easier to 'process'. 

Everything has been geared 
up around the needs and interests 
of the (white) heterosexual male. 
Supposely (tradionally) women are 
there just to act as mothers and 
slaves. Of course this all starts to 
have it's flaws exposed when any­
thing else comes along to question 
this status quo, whether it's femi­
nism, homosexual folk, different 
belief systems or whatever. 

Homosexuality is always 
considered to be inferior to hetero­
sexuality but only because the es­
tablishment says it is. Why is that? 
For ages there's been the question 
of who's ' passive' and wno's 'ac­
tive' (who is 'butch' -plays the role 
of the man and who is 'fem' -plays 
the role of the woman) forced onto 
gay folk. Not because of any sensi-

ble reason, but because it is how the 
Hets do things, and that's the way 
hets have always done things and 
we were expected to live up to it too, 
by pretending. Pretty dumb. And 
why? Because to do otherwise 
might question and put in jeopardy 
how het society organises itself. 
God forbid that the so called 'natu­
ral' order be upset. Perhaps say, 
that the woman could go out to 
work and the man stay at home 
doing the housework, or that they 
should share roles. Or that we 
might question whether or not we 
should even have to go to work at 
all! 

Society likes to present itself 
as immutable, that things have been 
as they are now forever and ever, 
that that's the way it should be and 
that things never need to change. 

This is of course one of the 
biggest lies out, intact things have 
always been changing, despite 
what the likes of Mary Whitehouse 
and the fundamentalist Tory lot 
would have you believe. Their 'back 
to basics' is a race back to a wholly 
fict ional 1950's vision of how the 
world should be. Pre sixties and the 
invention of successful contracep­
tion, sexual liberation, feminism, the 
birth of Gay Lib, and the public 
being able to see through estab­
lishment lies over various wars, the 
Korean, the Vietnamese etc. 

The world was a lot different 
before the 50s and just as different 
afterwards. But that's the period 
they've alighted on as their Ideal. 

[My mother has a good 
theory as to why this should be. 
Which is that you always over ide-
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allse the time when you were a 
child growing up, just at the time 
when you were most Ignorant to 
the ways of the world and when 
your parents did everything for you. 
fed you, clothed you and protected 
you, a simplier time, a period of 
genuine Innocence. For a lot of our 
current day politicians -of Margret 
Thatcher's age, that was surprise, 
surprise -the Forties and the fit· 
ties!) 

When you're a good white 
heterosexual lad the world is your 
oyster, simply being male confers 
you with instant advantages. Most 
couples want a male child over a 
girl. From then on In , mother will 
pick up after you , all your needs are 
automatically catered for, meals 
are always on the table, clothes are 
washed and ironed, go to school 
and if you can play games you're 
really blessed. It's all a case of 
doing what you're told, that's what 
schools are for. At home you'll be 
excused homework (no decent 
parent wantsthelr boy tobe aswot! 
to actually prefer reading over 
going out and playing football, why, 
that's a sissy thing !) 

Girls have It harder because 
their role Is seen as primarily looking 
after men the brain-washing starts 
early and so out comes to toy 
vacuum cleaners and kitchen sinks 
and cookers. (Show me the gene 
that makes women more capable 
at using a steam iron, or a washing 
machine or a vaccum cleaner! 
Funnily enough machines which 
were all invented by men.) 

Schools only have a limited 
number of simple functions, the first 

is to get you Into practise for the 
world of work. To be a good time 
keeper, be punctual, learn to defer 
to authority, learn that they have 
the right to abuse you and that you 
have to do all the things they tell 
you to, no matter how dumb and 
stupid they may be. The rest is to 
lind out what you're good at. 
Whether you are good with your 
hands or your brain, hands is easy, 
since all you need to do is learn 
how to follow Instructions by some­
one else. Such folk can be let out 

. of school as soon as possible. 
Brain workers need to be taught 
how they can use their brains -this 
takes a lot longer, and whilst it Is a 
lot cushier, a lot of subtle control 
systems need to be put In place. 
Mainly because these are the peo­
ple who could be potentially a lot 
more dangerous. At no time should 
anyone be given positions of any 
kind of power if they have a ten­
dency to question things. 

The weirdos and the 
subversives and creative types are 
hived ott at this point. They're the 
first ones to start questioning the 
status quo. And the ones more 
likely to be able get the message 
across to the rest of the population. 

Politicos are actually less of a 
threat overall. Because at the end 
of the day, whichever side of the 
political spectrum they come from 
they still uphold the superiority of 
the heterosexual male. There will 
only be small shills in just how the 
patriarchical power will be welded. 
With just the politicos (usually male 
of course) themselves taking over 
the role of top dog. 



Gay folks very existence does 
question so many of the assump­
tions that society is based on. Once 
you realise that -you start to see 
why establishment figures get so 
hysterical and irrational over the 
issues. It's an act of stupidity and 
blindness on their part, and a flat 
refusal to question their own be­
liefs. After all they might end up 
having to change their lifestyles, 
wash their own socks, or type their 
own letters and reports. I.E. do 
some ofthe really boring stuff they 
delegate women to do -for them­
selves! 

Gay folk overturn sexual 
roles and prove that there are lot 
leas differences between the sexes 
than the establishment want you to 
believe. So many of the differences 
are purely cosmetic. Men can wash 
pots, they can weld a vacuum 
cleaner, can operate a washing 
machine etc. these things are not 
g~netically determined. They're 
just desperate!~· dull and boring 
which is why men don't want to do 
them. 

Incidently women can just as 
easily run companies (whether small 
or international), repair cars, or 
whatever. 

Yeah, yeah, things are 
changing thanks to the misman­
agement of the Tories and their 
cronies over the past few years. 
The working class male of the spe­
cies is gradually becoming redun­
dant, as most of the new jobs being 
created are now usually low-paid 
low grade secretarial jobs which go 
in the main to women. This isn't 
because of any feminist revolution. 

Because you can guarantee that 
the head of whatever company 
these women are working for Is 
going to be male. How many rich 
males are there compared to how 
many rich women? 

No, they hire women simply 
because they can pay them less. I 
just wonder how long this can go 
on, just how much more are women 
going to take? This Is where femi­
nism really should be coming Into 
play. This is where women should 
be fighting to get the laws changed 
where they are being abused. For 
the benefit of themselves and men. 
they shouldn't be putting up with 
this. 

But no one seems to mind 
what's going on here. I suppose it 
shows how just how successful the 
brainwashing has been over the 
years -that everyone now feels so 
helpless and unable to change 
anything. But things are changing 
constantly -it's just that they aren't 
being changed for the betterment 
of the masses but only for the ob­
scenely rich. People who are in the 
main male. What a surprise that is. 

The points I'm trying to make 
are that gay folk have more in 
common w~h feminism, than con­
sumerism, and that society is still 
too hooked up on maintaining out­
dated gender roles. And that all 
folk should start taking things into 
their own control instead of letting 
things be done for them (or rather 
against them) and to learn to think 
for themselves for a change!. 
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The above strip was sent to me as 
part of a very nice letter from the 
scari/yproliflc Jeremy Dennis (-she's 
a woman by the way) who does her 
own extensive Combe and Zlnes and 
also with Damian Cugley she co­
produces az, a newsletter listing a 

lot of the current British (and some 
USA) Queer and Grrrl Zlnes and 
Comix going. If you do your own Zine 
send it to them for inclusion. 

t;;P 



For your own copy of QZ just 
send a Stamped SAE to 

Alleged Literature at 
225b Banbury Road, 

Oxford, OX2 7HN 
and while you' re at it ask about 
all the other cool stuff they do 
such as; Llcklty-Splt, and 
Jeremy's 3-ln-a-bed comic 
and Damian's Furry-Furry 
etc. etc . 
•••••••••••••••••• 

CAPTION ' 95 
The Annual Oxford Alter­
native Comlx Convention. 
The next one takes place on 
the Saturday 22nd Jufy at 
the OXford Union Society, 

St Michael's Street. 
Opening at 1 Oam. 

Advance membership is £8, 
unwaged £4, membership at 
the door on the day will be £10 
with no discounts. 
For further details and mem­
bership applications; 

CAPTION '95 
25 Hart Street, 

Oxford. OX2 6BN 
and who knows if you're really 
(un)lucky you might even see 
me there -on a panel no less. 
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Helga Merchandise 

TAI.KING HElGA DOORMAT 
Come home to a re~l welcome 

with this charming novel ty item. 
It 's JUSt like the rea l thing. 
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Zine 
Plug 

Time t o 
plug a t'ew more 
Zines then, Or8t phtg 
r11ust go t o REB who's 
been doing the I!JtartUngly 
aooc1 FANoRAMA ror years 
now, it's most d e finite ly 
'filii: BEt1l~ lt even knoclcs spots 
oft any oommerni.Rl p~ avnUable -aa 
he tries w use phows of real peop~ 
instead or juat tipping otr plea t'rotu o ld 
pon1 ruaea ll.lte tnost other Zinestera do. wld 
be gives you r head something to think 
about lor1g after it's gi•en your wrist a good 
work out. Il'e all tSo endearingly pel'80nal 
wo. just Hke getting a Jetter from w1 old 
f'rtend.. fve ftlllen deeply in love with him, 
ooz he's cute t.oo. He's cheekily sugge~d I 
eend hn ph ot'my very own w:rkkld bod W 
him !or tbe nen is8ue. Ha-ha-ha, he'll be 
lucky, I don't do my '(.ow Self-E11teem 
Corner' cartoons f<~r nothing. Bealdea I 
V'Ouldn't like to be r&'JI>Orllrible for the m~ 
out break of nauaea that would cause! 

Send $5 & ""Y $2 ntrn for P+P to: 
l''anorama, ~11Ue i41, l500 Waterman 
Avenue , ll!a8t Provtdonce, IU 0291-t, 
USA and do lt NOWI 

Shaved Anuea tbo aetuJlbl&, do~J 't wrllh 
this on the envelope) Issues one, two and 
probHlJly" Lhlrd by no w, 60p ouch & un Ao 
SSA E from Paul , jC Re lcrave Street, 
Bd .. duo, BN:i 2NS 

I g u LI.k ttJent.i o n Paul's 
'Shoved Ancu1' nppnrontly tttts 
wonderfuJ HLt.le Ziue has been 
gtvlng 1\ revr ((Ilk npoplectic 1'\ts 
simply becaWJe apart troru the 

oc•ver it hns NO pictures in 
it, jt' s all teat cmly, 8() lr 
you can ' t be bothered W 

read t h e n maybe yo u . 
should steer clenr. but 
then you'd be misslrli 

out on one or the great . 
Zlnea this year. it's 

eMentiaJ tr you 
want some 

Inside dirt on 
the rna in 
-mream mua~ 
press, and if 
Cottaging Is 
your thang lit 
a in 't mine , [ 
have to say 
but I atllJ 
Joved n;adit!i 
-what Paul 
had to aay 
aboot it) then 
try thJa em fCil' 
s:loo. 



Bloody stinking Heterosexuals. 
Arrogant litt le snots that they are, 

they think that the whole world has been 
designed exclusively for them. Isn't that 

what most Religions tell them? Most 
religions that have a creator god that is. 
Can't you just see it In the way they rape 

and torture this world? Ploughing up 
rainforests, pouring toxic chemicals into 
the rivers and seas and forever fucking 

and fucking and fucking ; producing 
hideous seas of hungry sprawling ugly 
flesh , needing ever more food, more 

clothes, more space, more energy, more 
cars, more consumer goods, all ultimately 

leading to the death of myriads of other 
living creatures to feed this insatiable 
uncontrollable appetite. In the western 

world so many people are on diets 
because there Is so much around them 

that they can't help but over-indulge. But 
the whole human race needs to be put on 
a diet. To have its appetite reigned back 
in. And yet they still go on, blindly doing 
all the things they shouldn't. Because so 
many of them are taught to believe in an 

afterlife. It doesn't really matter what 
happens here because there's a heaven 
to go to straight afterward, where they 

can go on doing pretty much what they've 
been doing on earth, with no .. 

consquences to pay for. 
That's why It's heaven! 

BUT NOT FOR US! 

27 



••• t.JHilf? 50 'IOU t.JEJU. p!DOiciNfZ 
flWil'f ll/.L NIGHt LONG 'Tit, THe 
SUfi C~rrl£ UP IINO At.L- 'IOU GOT OUT 
OF rr Wf/S ~/.ITT/.£ R.IPPt.£:>' , ...... ~ 
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COMPUTER PORN: the 
PANIC gets whipped up. 

Over July 1994 In a quiet 
month for news we had a near flood 
of news items about a report on the 
spread of Computer Porn In schools. 

It started quietly enough on 
'The Net' BBC2's computer pro­
gramme, a good sensible report 
with a better grasp of reality and of 
the facts than the following news 
programmes were to display. 

It was only two hours later 
that we had a sensationalist and 
quite Ignorant report on lTV's News 
at Ten babbling on about how school 
children up and down the country 
are getting hold of hard core por­
n~graphyvla modems and via floppy 
d1scs passing from kid to kid In the 
playgrounds. 

The following day the BBC 
had picked up on the same story 
prompted by the publication of a 
report by VIcki Merchant of the 
University of Central Lancashire. 
Both lTV and BBC hauled in their 
respective tame computer experts 
to demonstrate just how easy It was 
to get hold of mucKy pornographic 
pictures via modem. "It's as easy 
as dialling a telephone number" 
quoth one expert. Er, no it bloody 
Isn't actually. 

It might well be If you are a 
computer expert sat at an enviably 
expensive powerful computer with 
a big hard disk with masses of RAM 
with a modem attached and being 
paid by the media for your time and 
trouble. But It's not really the sort of 
thing very many school children are 
going to have at home In their bed-

rooms. Only the very richest middle 
class kids. 

The media gives the Impres­
sion that any kid with even the 
humblest computer (even a ZX 
Spectrum or a Nintendo) has ac­
cess to the hardest of hard core 
porn. Totally Ignoring the reality 
Involved. To begin with with the kid 
has to have parents rich enough for 
them to have bought them a compu­
ter in the first place, and It would 
have to be a a big expensive com­
puter with a lot of additional RAM 
and a decently sized hard disk. More 
the kind of equipment you'll find In 
a office for a small business than In 
a kid's bedroom for them to play 
games or do their homework on. 
Then they'll need a modem and a 
phone line In their own room and 
parents so blase that they don't 
care anything about their child run­
ning up staggeringly huge phone 
bills. Oh, and the child will have to 
have their own credit card because 
most of these Bulletin Boards where 
they just might find porn will be 
subscription only. On top of all this 
the kid will have to be clever enough 
to be able to get to grips with the 
software in the first place (and It ain't 
easy!) and if such is the case we 
should be thinking about giving him 
a degree and finding him a job In 
research and development some­
where instead of confiscating his 
equipment and burning his floppies. 
(Oo-er Missus!) 

But all of this Is conveniently 
ignored in the scrabble for sensa· 
tionalist copy. Since it links two 
things which the public are currently 
scared of, porn (sex) and the spread 
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of new technology, the media is 
happyasevernot toletthefactsget 
In the way of a good story. 

Of course no one is bothering 
to question further whether pornog­
raphy is harmful or not. It's just 
being taken for read that it Is. 

[And it's thanks to the solitary 
and highly portable, (even secre­
tive) nature of computers that kids 
can hide their porn on disks. A dirty 
magazine Is a lot harder to hide 
than the information on a floppy disk 
after all, and once the nosy parent 
has found the offending item it isn't 
so readily apparent what it is!] 

In the age before the per­
sonal computers when we were 
school kids we often came across 
porn, kids would find their Dad's 
stash and bring in some of It into 
school. (I myself even found some 
choice stuff in a hedge row as a kid 
whilst on a walk obviously thrown 
there by some driver or lorry driver.) 
So this Isn't a new problem by any 
means. And I would to love just how 
many of these panicking modern 
day parents have seen pornogra­
phy as school children. A lot of 
them I bet. But how many of them 
will admit to being depraved and 
corrupt as a result? 

Anyone who might have 
read my ramble In the last Issue of 
Ginger is already going to know my 
position on the so-called corruption 
of children or the protection of the 
Innocent. Of course children are 
going to have a taste for pornogra­
phy, why should this be surprising? 

· Or shocking? Adolescents are at 
the age where their hormones are 
kicking up an almighty fuss and 
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puberty is happening. They are 
bound to start having an interest in 
sex, and if we could be honest for a 
change, we'd have to admit that 
what passes for sex education In 
this country is both too little and too 
late, if it's there at all. And I can tell 
you now that an obsession and 
interest with all matters sexual is 
going to last a lot longer than the 
hour or so ~J iven to it in sex educa­
tion classes. You'll have to wait until 
you've passed through the meno­
pause for it to ebb, and It might not 
even then! 

Anybody beginning to sus­
pect that once again a proclaimed 
fear for our children's Innocence Is 
being used as an excuse for some­
thing altogether more sinister? 

I do. What all Governments 
hate are people having (relatively} 
free access to Information, espe­
cially when it's information that 
shows up just what naughty things 
they've been up to. Governments 
have long had powers to tap phone 
lines, open mail, etc. Information 
technology is new ground for them 
and the Net spanning the world 
really frightens them. Of course they 
want their own handle on it. 

In addition big commercial 
software companies hate the idea 
that people are getting freeware 
and cheap shareware (which Is 
sometimes a lot better than the 
over-priced, bug-ridden, clumsy 
stuff they churn out!), and It irks 
entertainment companies that they 
aren't getting a rake off from a grow­
ing fad. It isn't hard to surmise that 
there is an Informal conspiracy afoot 
between all of them to get the whole 



lot shut down. 
We may already be past the 

golden age of the Net. Don't be too 
surprised If all the Bulletin Boards 
get shut down very shortly with 
Government proclamations of hav­
ing to do so In order to protect the 
Nation's youth from the spread of 
dangerous pornography. 

Then don't be surprised 
when not so long after a greatly 
reduced but far more expensive 
version of the net reopens with 
something like the SKY satellite TV 
or BTor Microsoft logo all over it, 
with a certain Mr. Murdoch or an­
other media mogul getting a mas­
sive rake off from it. 

The Net Is a genuinely demo­
cratic system (forgetting for one 
moment that you need to be rich 
enough to own a computer and 
modem and be able to pay big phone 
bills and subscription fees in the first 
place). What Government Is going 
to like that?! After all Democracy is 
such a dangerous concept to those 
In control that us public are limited 
to only being allowed to put a pen­
cilled cross on a slip of paper once 

every lour or five years. After that 
we havetoendurefour or live years 
of virtual dictatorship, until It's our 
time to put crosses on paper again. 
Only money and riots actually seem 
to ever be listened to by those In 
power. Never expensive reports by 
experts, never lobbyists, even com­
mon sense never gets a look In . 

I also have a sneaking 
suspiction that a certain Ms Vicki 
Merchant Is In the game of making 
a name for herself, could we be 
seeing the birth of a new Nineties 
Mary Whitehouse? Or more 
approrlately, of a new Fredric 
Wertham M.D.? (A self-appointed 
guardian of 1950's American youth. 
He attributed the then rise In juve­
nile delinquency and youth crime to 
them having all read horror comics 
-something which has direct paral­
lels to the 'VIdeo Nasty' hysteria of 
the Eighties and which we are still 
suffering the after effects of to this 
very day. Witness the furore over 
the Jamie Bulger case!) 

Watch this space. 
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Like getting high on MDMA? 
OF COURSE YOU DO! 

but wouldn't you like to be that 
,~ HAPPY HAPPY HAPPY 

o o All the time? 
'--.1 OF COURSE YOU WOULD! 

'o o 

{_J ADVANCED LASER SURGERY 

F:~::~a~o~:::r~n~:::~:n ~ 
with no long term dangerous side effects 

GUARANTEED! 
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"I'm in like, 
1·m in-fatuated" 

BACKWORD 

Oh no, this 18 it -the end, <> t' t iU" 
current issue and a (eeble e xcuse t (l 

Include thi~ wholly gratutioua bu t 
wholly gorgeous plccie of the divino 
Stlpey'llt per.t little bot--hot . Vh. Omvd. 
I'm ill love. And as my DTP ooume ia 
now over -it's l>aok to 9 pin printer hell 
for me. So don't be expectJng Ginge 3 to 

loolc anywhere near M l'la!ih. OK? And 
don't forget t.o btmg me a SSAE If you 
want notification ot' whon the n e r t 
Ginger ia out. Although it's not likely to 

be Cor a good f'ew montha ye~ knowing 
how hazy I oon txt. or eourse you CHll 

always wrlte me Jetters., I Uke ~tters . 

GROC 18a Hartley Road, 
Notdnflbam, NG7 SAD England UK 
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