


g big thank-you to all
all those whose secrets
make up this zine. xX0xXCo



these dirty -(ur],)femj_.nj_.st :
secrets aren't ironic, hip or
apost! anything. these secrets- -
aren't about being a white, self-
identified feminist, wearing ame—
rican agpparells newest Vafrikatl
line of -animal prints-and knowing
that it's fucked up (but doing
it anyway). it's not about having
never lived in_a ghetto or coming
from g history of being ghettoized
but throwing the word AREEHZ
around with your other
'post—=racist?! friends like
you own ‘the worde.



- Wi#y is--3i%- 8w gbressiul- -
bediag a feminist? why-ds it that
i-feel like everythdng i eay--

a Ad-do has-to-be perleetlya——-
iigned with my politices? bloody
hell, i lite watching normative
porno

-- but but - .- -
- afterwards, i &Hﬁt
faﬁl realhbnnhﬂﬂnﬂilikﬁ ilvye- -
hetraﬁad my feminiast selfs- even
| worse, i wonder how i-could eall-
myself a feminist when i get off
on porn that features nameless
women who probably get
reated like shit,

e



there is deflalteIJ an
element vi stress- to- be;ng *- B
femlnlsto in fear of belng
ludgeug i become- seared-~ to talk,
afrald to ask questlonsy
anxious about engaginge.
gotta know the righ hlﬂgso
gotta give the right response.
gotta keep upe.



.

i anm afrald to sav
= --and- do

the tﬂlnbs that i-lnow are

-—-fucked upeocecven when i'm in
the rrocess of undoing those

exact demcas of internalized
racism and sexism



gsonetimes, it feels like 1
haven't been the feminist that
i have set out to bee

and that feels disjointed and
shittye



_.fmwbut 1- guess thew-
~very-thing thaet makes
feminiem -so $iring and
scary-is-the-same.tkhing -
that makes me feel empowered
and proud to be a femlniou.
maybe it works like thiss-

_the feminism-i-want‘to be~

-a part of works frem a place

that belives -empowerment aand-

agency can onrly be achieved S
through taking intersectional
identities and concerns seriously

and-hy placing-interseectionaglitie
at the forefront, nothing
i say and do slips under
the radar.



my feminism doesn't
let me slip by with
ny burdens and
oppressions with=.
out examining my pri-
vilegess it's scary
and anxiety=-inducing
because it doesn't let
anything slide bys it covers
every aspect of my life.
so, the very thing that
makes identifying as
a feminist stressful is
the same thing that makes
me feel like feminism
is g politic that is
so real, so crucial
and so needed.




s 1t'srso 1mperbaﬂt to be~ o
reminded that our secreds aren't-th
be-all—end-all of our selves and
the politics that are so dear to

our lives. = -

when my - t1oughts or actlons awenlt
congruent with my feminist polditi

i try to take a step back and remi

myself of the- follew1ng thEHbS'

lantl oppre581ve polltlos 1s-

_tiring shit! you will burn out
1f you are not allowed to trlp
up from time to tlme.! :

'hey, be klnder to
_ yourselfl? =

funny enough, telling mySelftnose
things is exactly what gives me mol
energy to pick myself up and moeve
“towards a better emotional and
mental place,which 1 believe are
sundamental elements to feminist
1T

gutonomy and cIpPOWCIMmes
[ s i



the rest of the zine 1g a

conpilation of anonymous

secrets sent in by various

self-identified femifists,
including some of my own.






b i hate it when
£ my body looks
" feminineo, it

, makes me feel
~ weak(er)o
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~% get angry---
towards women who

ment with '1 might
be WEOILE g oo o B bovy i

or 1i'm not sure -
-butieas? even though
1 know - -1t¥s fueled
by deeply.- — =
engrained sexism
that is- so difficult

to vndoe.



er "[,0 't}_li;lk Of

i shudd

all the money i have wasted on




Lhitding aad %
women. of coursey..

all -violence-against
women i-take- part
in.ils consensual
11d--86TFs - biE-L
~=gouht trany-
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o

s CaﬂﬂOt cum. ugleusrl m plcturlng
g stereotypically hot. woman.
being -humiliated by hekereo
partner(s) the more-she leoksg - -
- like an-anime character, the
betters. ten$aclersex,-being-fueked
up the ass and vag by twe- .
different partners at once, being
ffered up on g silver platter
?literally}rfor some roman - -
general to feast oneoo.not your
ste“eotyplcal feminist sex .fareo

whg not beeause the ohlck has
no agencgo she is g total
piece=of—ass sex-objecto

amd Ahnttss hobe-
i Baventt-told a pacrtner-this yete
it doesu't matter -how Hender or
loving Qur seX iSec.ethis is what
'm thinkin' aboute



'i've cried tov
feget out of hending
"Papers in on time

or even at all, when i

£
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: dom‘t really have an excus |
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i- feel like-every -anti/aon
feminist thing i-do,-i.-
try - -to wvalidate in my head
and convince myself that
it is subverting the
systemo
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b 1 present myself more 7,

{/1 femne when 1 am trying | /

7 to get with a guyeoo  § 7.

.;?; | d more boy-ish hen 7
7% i am trying with a girle. /
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-~ i'wve been-g--
part of threesomes
where -1 feel good
about myself because -
she guy gets real  ly-
turned on by watching.
the other .girl and . i - -
fucke. -those -threecsomes
are more about pleasing
the guy than anything
elsee




1 think that some
feminist theory is
dead boring and com=
pletely theoretically
unsophisticated,




i.feel - -
.- intense
~validatien

- from men
whe -cat call,

whistle or
ogle me in -
the streetse
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i still obsess about
ny welight and appearanceo




gsome of my -

best Lrleads

are punik rock
"boys who dont't

. lmow or care
about what g
e riot grrI;




’\

trashy celebrity culture.
fancy @rugso
expengsive foodse

:

nrand names.
i even hate myself
for thise
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i use-bleach

to dye my
moustacheces
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'_fm't ea*cing-- aﬂd - feeliﬂg
feeling good about

ite then.losing weight
and feeling really good
about that.
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i can't.stop.saying -

Terazy' and Yinsanet,
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i rcad romance novcelge

i -suspect this nay °
be strongly related =
-more often thaa i

rcally care to
admit i want to be
rescucd, to not
havc to be
rcsponsible for
mysclf o
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when i listen to hip hop -
. -songs where the guy sings-
about giving his girl bling
and rides i n his sweet-car, i-
want to be that girle.-i -
really want -a man to buy me a
diamond rock te wear en my fin-
o| gero i don't want it to mean-
% anything. in particular. i

don't want fancy clothes or
to_be girly o i want to

keep wearing my scummy
clothes, be smelly and
boyisheoobut 1 want a fucking

EL_ rock on my fingero




i hate it when gpocs =
(queers of colour) make me
feel bad for dating
white peopleo. -1 never

¢ confront them about it -

. b/e i don't want to be

.rcast out from these .
communitiess
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e S
never fought
back -er
reported
the man

who- -
sexually
assaulted



i had unprotected sex with
this guy several times, even
when we had condoms at hande
i just never spoke up once
we started doing ite 1 am
perpetuating, in him, the

idea that it's okay for

guys-to have_unproteoted sex

because there arent®

consecquences for him,




i find myself being
attracted to-people

with really shitty
politices sometimesy - -

i put my politics aside
if it means getting asse.







. S R TS S
B jeilile seovets in- tazs zine- -
--are- &nytzaﬂg but "postlo S
there are some of us who keep bhese
secrets to-ourseilves  and it makes us
feel -alone.-and like we are -

going to lose our mindse y
m*wfemlﬂleS are expeeted to be !
teugh and strong (whatever that

-is -gupposed t0 medRows) o~ bub this s
is-so not the case. so--many -
feminists are. fucked up- and-
are trying- so hard - -to unlearny -
--undo and: heal,. ..our secrets
force us to £find ways to cope, *to
make it through each day.. and.
this collectiokm of dirty o mmien
(un)feminist secrets is only a-- --- -
small, small sample of gll the =EXXE
secrets feminists keep to themselves

#i

keep Bm --fightinge

keep livinge



peterboroush & toronto9 01ta::
- jaauary-2009

please sead comments, -questions,

love/hate mail, your stories to

teresa at poopytoothpaste@gmail
o COM

tau oover lnabe was

hand-drawn, one cove
at a timeo

..



}\b/,
me
-1-00‘.
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