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·a bi-g t hank.:..y-ou to all 
all those whose s ecrets 
make up t hi s zineo xoxoo 



th.es.e di rty ( un) f emini-s t 
s ec.:c€t.s aren 't ironfc 9 hip or 
apost' anyt hingo . th-es e secrets·. ' 
arentt about being a whi t-e,· self­

identified feminist 9 wearin t am€­
rican appar-el 9 s newest 'afrika 9 

line of-animal prints -and knowing 
-that i t'-s f ucked up ( but doing 
it a:t1yway) o i tV s not about having. 
never lived in_a ghetto or coming 
frofil a history o f being ghettoi zed 
but t hrowing t he word xxNN«g 
around with your· other 
'post-racisti friends like 
you own t he wordo 
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•' ' - - -·- · ... . . .. . - · --
- · \.·iil;'i i. s- -~t- .£;,_-· s·~~~:.·::ia: ti.l ·- · -· 
'\Jeil.1g a fEi!mini s.t!? why- ;l s i t . t hat 
1 - feel like everytl'l:I.ng i aay - . -
a nd-do llas- t o . be per::'.' .:iet ::hya----· 
lig1ed wi t '.l r:ry politics? 'bloody 
hell, i li:{e 11atc!li.1t. no=ati ve 
porno 

i: ' -... · - bu . out 
af ·terwards-, i· ·Just 

· feel - really- ·. ·.bad .... like· i've· · 
betra-yed my--:fe!Bi:niet eelf4 - even· 
worse, i wonder how :!:· could-.eall ­
myself a feraisiat when i · get off 

on porn t hat f eatures nameless 
women w~o probably get 

treated like s hito 



there j_s definitely an 
elemei:it- vi stress, to- being-a -- --

f eministo in fear of being 
judgeJ 9 i hec-0me- - s0axe§:~ t o t alk? 

afraid to ask questions 9 
anxious about engagingo 

gotta know the r ight thi ngso 
gotta give the right responseo 

gotta keep upo 



i am afraid to say 
· · - --and--do 

t he--t hings t ha t . 1 --Jmow- are . 
----fucked UP•·oe even -w.hen .ilm i n 

t h e I r oe e-s s o;f undoine; t.1'.0se 
exact demons vf int ernalized 

r aoi sm and sexism 
• 



sometimes, it feels like i 
haven't been t h e feminist t hat 

i have set out t o be. 

and t hat f eels disj ointed and 
shitty . 



- . . ----- ::tJut i -gu~ss--the- - -
. -ve r y -t hi ng that- makes 
f emin ism--s .o tiring- and-
3cary-- i~--tlrn same .'tl~ine; ·--
that illakes - mB-- feel: . empowered 
Bnd proud to be a feminist . 
maybe it works l ike· this~ · 

t b.-e feminism. i - want .:t;.o bG}·-· 
. a part o-:f works f r0m a place 
t hat belives empowerment and· 
a gency can on~y be achieved 
t~1rou[,b. taking i ntersectional 
i dentiti e s ·and concerns- s e-ri ously 

and l:Jy placi.ag . inters-ectionalitie 
at t h e forefront , . n othing 

i say and do slips under 
the radar . 



my feminism d-0esn't 
let me slip by with 

my burdens and 
oppressions with- · 
out examining my pri.: 
vileges. it's scary 

·and anxiety- inducing 
because .it doesn't let 
anything slide byp it covers 

every aspect of my lif eo 
s o, t he very t hing that 
makes i dentifying a s 
a femi nist stressful is 
the same t hing·that makes 
me fee l like feminism 

is a politic that is 
s o real, so cruci al 
and s o needed. 



- ' ··itt s- ·so ·-impertant to - be - -.---· 
reminded t hat OUT -sec:rets aren 't - tb 
be- a21-Bnd- all of our s elves and 
t he politics that are so d~nr to 
·- o-ur lives.- - . -· . - -- -

.when my- t h out,hts or- act ions--arBnJ-t 
oong:ruent with- my f emi:ni.st p0li ti 

i try to take a step back and r emi 
my-self 0f t he f'.ol1.0wing .. thi1'Lt;s : 

J anti- oppre-ssive p0litics is -
·_=&i~ing shit~ you will burn out 
if you are not allowed t o trip 
up from time to time . -' . ·-

-
' hey, be kinder to 

-_ yourself ! ' · - - · · 
. . . -

f _unny enough_,_ t e l Jing myseJ.ftho-s e 
t hing.s is .exac-t -l y what gives me mor 
energy to pick myself up and move 

. towards a better emotional and 
· mental place , whic~ i believe are 

fundament al. element -s -to feminist 

.\.. ···a ·~ and empowerment . au vonu" ,j """' 



the rest of the zine i s a 

compilation o:f a._r1onyrn.ous 

secrets {'lent in by various 

··s~i:f:...idei1·tiffed -f eriiiilsts, 
:Lncl uding some of my own o 





&.\b ~· ..., , 
i hat e it when 
my body l ooks 
feminine o it 
makes me f eel 

weak( cr)o 

~--""~:~•' 



-- · - i gBt ail [ I'Y··- ' 
--t-0wa;rds women who 

-- s=har-t sff a -··state-
ment with w i mi ght 

be W£Ong , v·o-o·bUto·..,--o I 

or· -' i w m not -sure· -
·· buto o. . • t even t hough 
i knew·it J s fueled 
by deeply~ · ---- ·· ------·-

engr ained s eJd sm 
that ~s - s o difficult 





. ---viol-e:ao...:;·o-· · ---- -
...loi0 -B- -s·pccifieallJ··.7 

·.hitting. a:..1d ~.:::..:1°.ti.ld.3 
wpm.en-<> .of co;:.::'.;;;e-9' . 

a-1:1--- vi0lence---a c....,;,i n st 
women . i .. take- p a.rt 
in i.s co...'1.s ens ·.:~~1 

an l - .s ,oxy.,. . b : ~t . ~- . 
-·--d:Jut.it- i·.rany-

_· .... - f.'.3.:.°d.~ s·t.s· WO LlJ.6. 
f 881 t he S8JJ1C_ 

- - --- -.. ·-·--- ··- - · - - --·-·- -
':;a;f a bo'.:~t it o _ . . . 

.r:i . ;_, c 1'hi~ r'I • .Lor wo , 1.1J.'l i.J'.i-O'odie:r. 11 

t h e ~J ott ei'., 



i f c e l bad t hat i 
trim my p ubes 
bcc aus.e the reasoas f or wh y 

i do i t are f'ucked up o 



• ~ · -.. - - ·- - ,... -- ....... - -· . - - -- --.... - - -· - - - .--

i - caianot--~um. unless i-' ill- picturing 
-a· stereotypicall-y- hot.,.woman-
. being -humiliated- hy - hetero­
partner( s} ·o· t h e · more - she J:e ok s ··- -

- lik e an. : ani-me c-1:.iaracter t the 
better-o. teffl;acl-e- sex, .. being fuc.ktid 

Up thB ass ru:Id vag -by-- two- · 
diff-erent partnereT at on.D e , b eing 

- -<;>f~ er~a - up 0n a -s,ilv-er platter _ 
~literally} for some rom2.x1 - .. - -

general to feast onooonot your 
srtereotypia.a l f eminist sex .fareo 

why not -- , be0ause the- ehick has 
no a gencyo she is a to~al 

piece-of-ass. sex--objecto 

·-- · -aad -thati..s- hoto ·· 
. -

i hav-en't -t ·old a pac.rtner -_this· yet . 
it doesn't mat-t-e-r ·how t -ender or 
loving QUr ff8X iS·ooothis_is what 

i'm thi nkin' about. 
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i - fe€1 -li-k e-· every--an:ti/iloa 
, 

; 

" ~ f.emini-s:t--t hing -i ---d-O , ·- i ~-- , , 
I' ; -t-ry -to- validat-e - i n -my head , , 

; and convince myself ths.t ; 

; , 
it is subverti ng the ; , 

"' syst emo ; 

, , 
" ; 
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\t ' ' ,,, , 

' ... ... ... ... ... ... ...... ... ... ... ... ' ' ' ' ' '-
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· i' v e- be en -a - · 
... par:t --o.f t hr-eesomes 
where i f eel. good -· -

about mysel f because 
'.;h p giJ.Y gets real-··l y ­
t urned oh by watc.l::ling 
t he other .girl and ·i -­
fucko -t hosc ·thJ?ecsornes 
are more about pl easi ng 

t b e guy than anything 
elseo 



i think that some 
feminist t h eory is 
dead boring and com-

pl et el y theoretically 
unsophisticatedo 



i--.feel ·-· -­
. · - int en-s-e 

- -vali:datiea 
---- - from men 

who -cat calJ:, 
whistle or 

ogle me in 
t he str cetso 







trashy CG1ebrit y cultureo 
f::i.ncy a.rugs o 
eXp i)i1.3i ve fo odso 
brand names . 
i even hate mysel f 

for thi s o 



i use -fil eac.h 
to dye my 

moustach e . 



I - - - --~ ·.;...· ._-' '-' .._ --' - - - ...: _,. - - -- - - - - -· - - i 
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no~t eating- and -fBeling 
f -e-el :i ng- -good- about - - -­
it. then. losing wei ght 
and f eGling really good 
about that . 



i can't .stop .saying 

'c~azy1 and 'insane•o 



i r ea d romance novel s ( 

i · -esusp ect this -nay · 
be str ongj y r e l aced -

.more often tha.1 i 
r eally car e t o 
admit i want to be 

r csou.cd 1 t o n ot 
hav e t o ba 

r esponsi ble f'or 
my s,; lf o 





when i -list en- to .hi p- h op---- ~ 
-songs wher e t lrn guy -sing:s - -­
about giving l:J.is -girl bling 

and rides i r.i hi$ sweet -car ,- i ­
want to- be that girlo --i 

r eally want -a man t o -bl1J me a 
diamond rock t0 wear 0n my fin­

o gero i don' -t want it to meaa­
anything_in particular·o - i 
donv t want fancy clot-h es. or 
to _ be girl y o· i want -to 

keep wearing my soummy- -- -- - -- -
cloth es , b e smelly and 

b oyi -sha ·o .. but i want a fucki n g 

~)::=:finger. 
0 

~~ 



. " i hate it when qpoc s ~ 
(queers of c ololl.r) make me 
fe el bad for dating 
white peopleo-i never 
c onfront t hem about it , 
b/ o i don' t - want to be ·:· 

-: cast out f r om t hese ' ... 
comm.un.itieso 

r',-K. 

.. 
' 



-- ··-· i-
nevel.'- fought 
baok--oJ? 
reported 

the ma.'11. 

- - who- -

s .e:xually 
assaulted 

meo 



i had unprotected sex with 

this .guy several time s 9 ev-en 

when we had condoms at hand. 

i just never spoke up once 

we started doing ito i am 

perpetuating, in him, the 

idea that -itYs okay for 
-

guys-to have unpr~tected sex 

because there aren't 
-

cons equences for him. 



~ - . . - . -. . - -- · 

i find myself bei ng 
· attract_\Gd to --peop le 

with really shitty . 
politics'o- -s ometimes , ···· · -

i put my politics- aside 
if it means getting asso 





xrx- ,,• -- .. --- --:--- . 
xx ... - -.. · :~ - the ~ secr-ets -- in- -thi-s-- zine- - . 

-.. ·are- -anything · but- V1p0£t' o· · -- · .. . :__ _, . -~ 
there are some of us who lceep thesd 

sec:Pets to -ourselves and- it- makes us 
f'-e-el--alone -and--like -we are· · 

going_ to lose our rrtj.ndso . 
... - --f:emini.sts.-are expeeted- to 1::ie 

tough ·and strong .(whateve;r -that 
-:- i-s SU!)posed to- me?mo·o"o) r ·but this ~ · 
i-s- s.o .. no=t · the C?-se~ · so--many ---
f emini st.s- are . :fucked up and-· -
are -trying -so hard.to un.learn1 
· · uh.do and,. healo . ,·our secret:s 

force us· to £ind ways. to cope, to 
make- it :through each dayo, -and .. 

I , 

this: eoll:ectiolm: of' dirty · . ----·- ._ ·'· 
(.un)feminist secrets· is· only a · - - --· -
small, small sample of a ll the XR~:n!: 
secrets .. f'emini-st.s keep to themselves 

keep b -fighting cr · 

keep living~ 



peterborou[ h & toronto 9 on t ario 
jaauary -2oo9 -

pl -ease send comments 9 . questiGns,, 
love/hate ,nai l, your stor ies to 
teresa at poopytoothpaste@gmail 

oCOID 

,...... ·-· ... ,.... - . . . · - .. . __ .. --- . 

the cover ,im~ge- wa~ 
hand- drawn , one covai' 

at a timco 
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